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32 WATCHING AND WAITING

‘Every word of God is pure: He is a shield to them thatput their trug in Him. Add thou
not unto His words, lest He reprove thee,and thou befoundaliar.’
Proverbs 30:5-6.

( You are warmly invited to a meetingarrangedby the \

Soveregn Grace AdventTegimony, to be held, Godwilling, at

Olivet House 32 CrescenBusnessPark,EnterpriseCrescent,
Lisburn,Co Antrim, BT28 2GN

Theme for 2026— Great Prophetic Chapters
May 28th, 8pm

Subject: Zedchariah 4
Speker: MarcusLecky

It is hoped that all our meetingswill belive-streamedandthateachmessagevill
berewrdeal. Friendsshouldbeableto listento anddownloadmessagesom our
website. Full lists of S.G.A.T.recodingsandof publicationscanbefoundon our
@bsite (WWW.SGAT.ORG)or may be obtainedfrom the S.G.A.T.secretary.j

To our subscribers and friends: If sending by post, please send subscriﬁtions, gifts
for Sustentation Fund, for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T.
secretary, Mr Brian McClung, 8a Boltnaconnell Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SZ,
or the editor. Cheques, etc. should be made payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony.” However, payments to the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony can be
taken out or renewed by online banking. The account in Northern Ireland has the sort
code 08-92-99 and account number 67386204 in the name of The Sovereign Grace
Advent Testimony. Please use your name as the reference. It would be appreciated if
friends and supporters could also send an e-mail to the secretary advising of any such
payments and giving your name and address in order that our records may be kept up-
to-date for the sending of the magazine. The e-mail address is info@sgat.org

The account on the mainland with the NatWest Bank has been kept open so that those
friends making payments into that account may continue to do so. In order to save
postage, receipts will be sent with the next issue of the magazine.

To those not residing in the United Kingdom: Our bank informs us that electronic
transfer is a safer, faster and less costly way of making payments, so that if any friend
residing outside the United Kingdom wishes to send money, we will gladly, on request,
send the IBAN which is needed for such transaction. Supporters in Australia or Canada
ma%/ send to their respective representatives. Payments can be made over the S.G.A.T.
web-site.

Representative in Australia: Mr Graeme McPhee, 8 Lawrence Street, Goolwa North,
South Australia, 5214. (E-mail:graeme.mcphee@gmail.com). (Tel: 08 8121 2775.
Mobile: 0421 028 040).

Ref)resentative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, British
Columbia, VOH 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@gmail.com).

S.G.A.T. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, Brian McClung, David
McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms.
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The first threearti clesin this issue of our magazineare summaries of someof the
many messagegyiven at a 3-day SGAT Conference at Highgate Road Chapel in
London in April, 1949. The theme for the Conference centred on the Book of
Daniel.

Gentile World Power—A Dreamof Destiny
(Daniel 2)

By BishopD A Thompson
(BishopThonpsonwasthe principal of TheBannster TheologicalCollege).

Nebuchalnezzarhadrecently becomethe sole head of the BabylonianEmpire Not
unnduraly hewaswonderingwhat the future hadin store(verses28-30). He dreamed
a dream, but when he awoke it was gone from him. He cdled his wise men and
demanded of themwhatit was. They wereunableto tell, andfor this offence thedecre
went forth tha theywereto be slain. Thuswhile knowledge learningandwisdom are
notto bedespisedthey havetheirlimitations. Theyarenot sufficientfor the solving of
all problenms. Theycaneffect nomorethanGoddesigns.But thethingsmen are unable
to do, God can: for thereis no matterso difficult thatit can baffle God. This Daniel
believed. Hence he and his companionsearning that their lives were in jeopady,
turnad to God in prayer, makingrequestfor a divine interventionthat would save them
andmeany others from perishing(verses 17-18). Hereis atriumphof faith, for theywere
notagitatedbut calm, in perfect peae (Isaiah 26:3) and confident of ananswer. It came
(verse 19), and Daniel was ableto tell the king the dream andits interpretatim. The
dreamwas of a greatimage,andthe interpretdion was redly an outline of the factsof
histoly fromthattimeuntil this dispensationendsandgives placeto themillennial reign
of Chiist. It showsthat God controls the rise, declineandfall of nations,andin and
throughthem works out His purposes. It teaches thatthe Lord hasdelegatedsupreme
world power and dominane over the Hebrewsto four specific empireswhile Israelis
setaside sateredandin captivity, beforethe world’s godlessnesand antichristianism
isjudged,and the Messianic Kingdomse up.

The Golden Head symbolisedthe Babylonianempire of Nebuchadnezar and his
sucessos (Evil-Merodach, NabonidusandBelshazar, 2 Kings 25:27andDaniel 5), to
whomwere divinely committedpoweroverall nations (verses 37-38;Jaemiah27:5-9).
Godraised it upto punishJudd for its declensionand apostasy2 Chronicles36:15-21;
Jeemiah 25:1-11), andotherkingdomsfor their iniquities (Jereniah 25:13-38). Its fall
was Heaven's judgment for its sin in not glorifying God (Jeemiah25:12-14;Daniel
5:18-30)

The Silver Breastsand Arms wasthe succedingempire— the Medo-Persiar{Daniel
5:28-31;2 Chronicles36:20; Daniel 8:20). Its great monard Cyrus, himselfa subject
of prophecy (Isaiah44:28to 45:4) issuedthe decree permitting the Jews to return and

o
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rebuild the Temple (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra). Thus the divinely wrought
dispositon of the king led to the fulfilment of God’s purposs and the endingof the
seventy years’ restictionsuponthemovematsof the Jews. In processof time sentene
wasgiven againstthis empiretoo, for its luxuriousnessandsinsand it gaveplaceto the
third —

The Brass Belly and Thighs denotedthe Greek soveeignty of Alexanderthe Great
(Daniel 8:21). Throughhim and his sucessorsheHebrewsreaivedspeial privileges,
and were encouragedo sdtle in all the leadingtowns of the world. Thus heathen
everywhere came into touch with the Jews' religion. The extensionof the influenceof
Hellasledeventualy to thetranslationof the Old Testameninto Greek—the Septuagint
Version. This aidedthe presentationof the Truth to the pagan world. The time came
when this empire andcivilisation, having seved the puposesof God, declinedbefore
therise of the fourth kingdom,represenedin theimageby the—

Ir on, the powerof Rome whichwas bearing rule over all theearthwhenour Lord was
born (verses 33 and 40; Luke 2:1). Under this masterful people roadswere built
conneting al the greatcities of the empire. Thusboth Greeceand Rome promoted
condtions without which the first Christan heralds would have been seaiously
handicappedin their endeaoursto take the Gospelto evey creature. This empire by
the fourth century haddivided itsdf into the westen section with its capital in Rome
andthe eastern with its centre in Byzantum (or Constantinopleasit was afterwards
known to theworld), thus pres@ting a corespmdenceo thetwo legs. Theirruption of
the Barbatians producedurther divisions(verse41) andtherise of the presenthations
of Europe. As atiention is drawn to the ten toes (verses 41-43),thereis indicatedthat
thetimewill comewhentherewill be aten-fold grouping, or to usemodernparlane,
ten blocks of naions occupying the prophetic earth. Surely we are seéng the
beginningsof this now. Throughthe attitude of Russiacertain countriesof Europe—
andit is significantthatthey arethe landsof thatleg of theimagewhich representsthe
westen sedion of the old RomanEmpire, arecomingtogetherfor mutualdefenceand
assstance Ther is alsoopentak thatsoone or later, and for the samereasonother
landswhich representhe easten peoples of the propheic eath, mustenter into similar
pacts. All this, takenin conjunctionwith the movementfor a United Statesof Europe
points to the early formationof a United Staes of ten blocks of nations,not of all
Europeexdusively, but of patt of Europe, pat of Asia and part of North Africa — in
other wordsa United States of what Bible studentscall the PropheticEarth. This will
benoneothe thanthe FourthUniversalEmpirein its final form. Moreover,asthetoes
are declared to be patt of iron and patt of clay (earthenwee), thereis hinted the
opertonsof therival elemants of autocracy and demoaacywhich, unableto coalesce,
make for weaknessand instability. Further details conerning these ten nationsor
groupsof naionsare supplied by the vision recordedin the sevanth chapter,showing
tha they will be charateiised by extreme godlessness&nd hail the Antichrist as
supemelealer. Then,the Stonefalls from Heavenand destroygheimage The Stone
spes of Christ (Genesist9:24:Psalm118:22 Acts 4:11).

Dr Tregdles hasgroupel thoseScriptureswhich have to dowith our Lord asthe Stone

o
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in thefollowing helpful and clea way. Heis:

1. In relation to Israel - The Stumbling Stone(lsaiah8:14,and Romans9:31-33)

2. In relation to the Church - The Foundation,asothe Corne, Stone(lsaiah 28:16;
Ephesians2:19-22;1 Peter2:3-8).

3. In relation to the Gentile Nations - The Smiting Stone (Daniel 2:34-35,45;
Matthew 21:44),

In othe words, He desceds from Heaven, andin flaming fire takesvengeane on
thesegodlessnations and their leades (and on apostateChristendom)and purgesthe
earh (2 Thessalonans 1:7-10). ThenHe inauguraes His millennial reign. Then,and
notuntl then,are lust,oppressiorand crime dealt with effectudly; then,and notbefore,
are swords beaten into ploughshees, wars ceaseand peace prevails througtout the
whole world; and only then does the eath becomefilled with the knowledgeof the
glory of the LORD as the watess cover the sea(Psalm72: Isaiah2:4, and Habakkuk
2:14). Sothe popularbdief that the work of the Churches and the preachingof the
Gospé will lead to the convesionof thewholeworld isaddusion. Theministry of the
Word in this dispensations for the calling out of the elect and the sanctifying of
believes.

Since the break-upof imperial Romemany great rulersand warriors — Napoleon and
Hitler in reaent times — have soughtto wield the power of the Caesars pe the masters
of Europeand dominatethe world, but they have neve suceeded. Their ambition
breaksuponthe absolutesoveaeignty of Godto shapehe courseof history accordingto
Hisforeknowledgerevealel in this chaptertha there will befour universdempiresand
four only, before thetime whenit will besdd: ‘The kingdomsof this world are become
the kingdons of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shdl reign for everand ever’
(Revdation 11:15).

The Place of the Nation Israel in Daniel
By P D Harding

(Mr Harding wasthe secretary of the Bible Leagueandwasalsotutor at the Bannister
Theobgical College,of which BishopThonpsonwasthe principal).

Daniel’'s writingsappeato thesupeficial readerto dealin themainwith Gentileworld
rule, and yetaswe look degoerwe find thatthemeis only the backgroundto presento
usthe destiny of Israd throughoutthe timesof the Gentiles,andthe preservéion of a
remnant of tha naion until thereturnof our Lord and His millennial reign. In reading
Daniel’'s book, keepin mind thathe had the writings of Isaiah Jeremiahand the other
pre-capivity prophets;alsothat Ezekiel was a contempomary in ceptivity. Danel 9:2
shows tha Daniel was a keen studentof the writings of Jelemiah.

In view of theimmensity of the subject,| will give asimplesummaryof theteadhings

o



913_W&W_Apr-June_26:- 19/2/26 08:02 Page 6 $

WATCHING AND WAITING 21

of this bookregarding the nation of Israel First,we will noticethe Sovereigntyof the
naton Israel, atthistime comingto an end, asshownin the openingversesf thisbook.
Seoond, the Subjugationof the naion Israel during the long period of the times of the
Gentles, this occupyingmostof the spaceof this book. Third, the Supremacyof the
naton Israd asrestoed at the end of thoseGentile times by the return and reign of
Messidn.

The Soverdgnty of Israel

If we lostthe sacredrecordsandcould learn of the glories of Israd’s kingdomonly
from ancient history, we shouldstill wonde at the miracle presentedy tha kingdom
atits zenith underthekingsDavid andSolomon It is oneof the wondersof historythat
anation of slaves,a pastoal people,should,after forty years’nomadidlife and yearsof
subseguentintemecinestrife, attainto suchprominencethat‘Solomonreignedoverall
the kingdons from the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of
Egypt; they broughtpresentsand servedSolomonall the daysof his life’ (1 Kings
4:21). How could we acaountfor the pre-eminenceof Israelwithout the Word of God?
Thesecaetisfoundin Deuteronomy7:6-8, ‘ Forthouart anholy peopleuntothe LORD
thy God; the LORD thy God hath chosenthee to be a specialpeopleunto Himself,
above all people that are uponthe face of the earth. The LORD did not setHis love
uponyou, nor chooseyou, becauseye were more in numberthanany people;for ye
were the fewestof all people;but becausethe LORD loved you.” Their witnessin the
eath was to be ‘Jehowah our Elohim is one Jehovah’ (Deuteronomy6:4); they hadto
testfy to theunity of the Godhedamidthe prevdling polythesmand idolatry of other
nations. Consdeling Israd’s positionand privilegesin theearth,Mosesmightwell ask,
‘What nationis there sogreat, who hath God so nigh untothem,asthe LORD our God
isin all thingsthatwe call uponHim for?’ (Deuteronomy4:7). The Psalmisttruly
wrote, ‘H e hath notdedt sowith any naion’ (Psalm147:20).

The soveeignty of Israelwasa miracle in that,unlike al other leadingnations their
capital was situatedon the hills away from a river or the sea. The mighty ancient
empires of Babylonia,AssyriaandEgypt all hadther capitalcitiesin theplainsandon
rivers. Great Britain and the United States of America are modernexamples. But
Jeruséem is sonme 2,581 feetabovethe level of the Mediterraneansituatedin hilly
country; to the eastthere is a steep descenbof about3,500feet to the Jodan Valley.
Where is thekingdomof similar sizeandinfluencethathasbeengovemnedfrom sucha
rocky eminence?

The opening of Daniel'swritings, however showthat‘Ichabod’was written over the
naion. Ove a centurybefore, the ten-tribed kingdom of Israel was overcome and
carriedinto capivity by theKing of Assyria. The Kingdom of Judahcontinuedionger
but the time had comewhen it waswritten, ‘The LORD God of their fatherssentto
themby His messengersjsing up betimesand sending;becauséHe had compassion
on His peopk, andon His dwelling place buttheymockedthe messengersf God,and
despised His words, and misusedHis prophes, until the wrath of the LORD arose
againstHis people, till therewas no remedy’ (2 Chronicles36:15-16). Thusin Daniel

o
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1:2 there is mentionedthe first carying away of Judah,when Daniel and his three
friendswere taken; this was whenJehoiakimwasking (2 Chronicles36:6). Thesecond
carying away wasin thereign of hisson,Jehoiachin (2 Chronides36:10) andthethird
and final captivity in the reign of Zedekiah, the uncle of Jeéhoiachinand brother of
Jehoi&im, whenthe walls of Jerusalen were broken down and the Temple wasburnt
(2 Chronides 36:18-20).

The first chapterof Daniel then opens with the first stageof the final depature of
Israd’s govenmentalauhority from theeath. Is notthis oneof the greatpivotal points
in the history of Israd and the nations? Why have the dispensationalistswith their
clumsytheoiies andarbitrary divisionswhich they have soughtto superimposeponthe
Word of God, failed to redise that here they havean epoch which could lead to the
devising of a schemehatwould havesomesuppot from Saipture? Oneof the points
would have to be this patticular time when the naion of Israel was set asde and
govenmentd powerwasgiven into the handsof the Gentilenaions. Danielteachs us
wha Paul confirms, ‘The powess tha be are ordainedof God’ (Romansl3:1)

The Subjugation of Israel

‘The Great Imageof Daniel 2 was God’sway of revealing the courseof eventsduring
thetimes of theGentiles andit bringshefore usthefour greatworld powerstha fil | that
era. While the dreamwas given for the beneit of Nebuchadnezar, the heal of gold, it
was doubtessalso for Daniel, the man greatly beloved, andfor al the peoplesof God
who study His Word. Who canread the confessionsandprayersof this patriot Daniel
asin chapter 9:4, etc, andbe unmoved? He seemsamostlike Israd’s High Priestin
beaing his naion upon his breat; and he remindsus of Paul when he wrote, ‘My
heat’s desire andprayer to Godfor Israelis thatthey might be saved’ (Romans 10:1).
Doubtless therevehtionof God's purposeshroughthe Great Image,andalsothe Four
Beastof chaper 7, stirredup the desireto know how the events predictedwould affect
his own naton; and God in His compassiorshowed the prophé ‘Things to come’as
they concened the elect but sinful andchastenedlsrad.

Althoughlsrael often recaéved favours from her captors,the nation ceasd to have
govenmentd authoritydirea from Godasin thetime of thekingdom. Any powernow
exercised was throughthe medium of Gentilerule. Thereturnfrom Babyloniawasonly
patial, and the local jurisdictionin Jerusalen was entirely dependenbn the Persian
power. While someimes friendly disposed,asin the caseof Cyrus(God’'s Shephed and
Anointedfor this purposelsaiah44:28and 45:1)in thefirstyearof hisreign(Ezral:1);
yet in thethird yearof his reignwe find the Prince of Pessia had a withstandingpower
(Daniel 10:1 and 13). Thehistoryof thefourworld empiresshowsthattheyhaw lived
up to the chaacter of wild beastsasgivenin Danielchapter?.

Israd’s chastisementbeause of her sin beganunde Nebudhadnezza and will
continue until the timesof the Gentiles run out. The seventy yeas of desolationof
Jeusakbm (Daniel 9:2) endal in the restoraion of a remnantpbut therewasno change
of heat in thenation. Addedto herothe crimes,Danielsaw the cutting off of Messiah
(Daniel 9:26); this being the culminatingad in the naion’s long recordof rebellion

o
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(Matthew 23:3435). At our Lord’s trial the Jewishpeoplesaid‘His bloodbeonusand
onour children’ (Matthew 27:25). Thesewords have recoiledon their own headsever
since in the persecutionand afflictions they have enduredand will endureuntil they
experiencethetime of Jacob’strouble— thetime of troubleunder the antichrist suchas
newer was before. No wonde that this lover of his nation, when he saw that the
anichrist would ‘destoy the mighty and holy people’fainted and wassick certaindays
(8:24 and27).

Is Isreel still undersubjugation? The point of the prophedes is surely that Israelis
represented by hermetropolis. ‘Thus sath theLord GOD; Thisis Jerusalemt havesd
it in the midst of the nationsandcountriesthatareroundabouther (Ezekiel5:5). Our
Lord sad ‘Jeusalemshdl be trodden down of the Gentiles,until the times of the
Gentlesbefulfilled’ (Luke 21:24) Undoubtediyjtheseting up of the state of Israelhas
beena mostimportart event, but Israd, as basedupon Jerusalemwith which the
prophedes arc concerred,will comeaboutthroughddegatedpowerfrom neghbouing
states contolled by the antichrist. Thenwill comethe time of trouble known asthe
gred tribulation (Daniel 12:1).

There will be two remnantsof Isreel at the time of the end. Ther is andwill be ‘a
remnantaccording to the eledion of grae’ (Romans 11:5). How we thankGodfor the
saintly Javs we haveknown who have confessedhe Lord Jesusastheir Saviourand
Messidr. Such will have their waming, especially if in Jerusalem,when ‘the
abaminaion that makethdesolaté is se up in the rebuilt Temple during antichrist’s
reign (Daniel 11:3l). Suchwill heedour Lord’s wordsin Matthew 24:15416 andfleeto
themoungins. Suchwill beamongthosecaughtup to meetthe Lord with ther bodies
changé when He comes.

There will also be a remnant of orthodox Jewswith the vail upon their hearts(2
Corinthians 3:15)  Antichrist will work great destruction among this blinded but
religiouspeopk. butthesoveeigntyof Godwill beshownin that evely oneof Daniel’s
people written in God’s Book will be delivered (Daniel 12:1). Thatwaswhat Daniel
wantd to know — what shouldbefdl his peoplein the latter days(Daniel 10:14). A
remnantof orthodoxJewswho refuseto worship the antichristwill be preseved;they
‘shall look uponMe whomthey havepierced’ (Zecharah 12:10)as the Lord returnsin
glory. Thiswill answerthe questionf Isaidh 66:8,‘Shall the eath be madeto bring
forth in oneday? or shall anationbebornat once?’

The Supremacy of Israel

The Gred Image,aswe haveseenwasdesigné to show‘What shallbein the latter
days (Daniel 2:28). Subse&uentreveldionsalsowereto showDaniel* Whatshallbefall
thy peoplein thelatterdays’(Daniel 10:14) Thepanoranaof thenationsled onto the
grandconsunmaton of the ages, the retum and reign on eath of Israel’sKing overa
regenerated peopk of Israel. This eventformsthe climax of chapter2, ‘I n the daysof
thesekings shal the God of heava s up a kingdom,which shall neverbe destroyel:
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people,but it shall breakin piecesand
consumeall thesekingdoms andit shallstand for ever (Daniel2:44). Thesekingdoms

o
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will bedestoyedby the Stonecut outwithout handswhichis shown as falling uponthe
image:that Stonebea@mea gred mountan andfilled thewholeeath (Daniel2:34-35).

Tha Stoneis the Lord Jesusand the kingdomHis millennid kingdom.

When Jacob blessedloseh, heincludedthewords, ‘From thenceis the Shepherdthe
Stoneof Isreel (Genesist9:24). Josephwasatype of our Lord in rejedion, sufferings
andglories. Asruler of theland they cried before him, ‘Bow thekneé (Genesigt1:43)
andit iswritten, ‘At thename of Jesusvery knee shouldbow’ (Philippians2:10). ‘The
stonewhich the builders rejected, the sameis becomethe heal of the comer;thisisthe
Lord’s doing andit is marvellousin our eyes’ (Matthew 21:42; Psalm118:29. For
many He has been,and will be ‘A stoneof stumbling,andarock of offence’ (1 Peter
2:8). ButwhenHe comes astheHead of the Comer,thenit shallbetrue,'He shal bring
forth theheadsbnethereof with shoutingserying, Grace,greceuntoit’ (Zechaiah4:7).

The Stonebeconing a grea mountainand filling the whole earthremindsus of the
world dominion of Messid. ‘It shallcometo passn thelast daysthatthe mourtain of
the LORD's houseshallbe establishedn thetop of the mountainsandshallbe exalted
abovethe hills; andall nationsshall flow untoit. And manypeopleshallgo andsay,
Comeye, and let us go up to the mountan of the LORD, to the houseof the God of
Jaob; and He will teach us of His ways,andwe will walk in His paths:for out of Zion
shallgoforth thelaw, andtheword of the LORD from Jewusalem’(Isaiah2:2-3). Then
‘He shdl have dominion alsofrom seato sea, andfrom the river unto the endsof the
earh’ (Psdam 72:8). Truly Nebuhadneza came to realise ‘His dominion is an
evalasing dominion’ (Daniel 4:34).

Thelast petiod of Gentilerule —thetime of the antichrist, is mentionedn Daniel 12:7
as'‘time times, andahalf’ usudly taken to meanthree anda half yeass, or 1,260days,
when all thesethings— the great tribulation andantichrists reign— will befinished. In
Daniel 12:11 there are 1,290daysmentioned- 30 daysinto thenewworld order,when
appaently sone special eventwill hgppen butnoexplandionis given. In Daniel12:12
we have apeiiod of 1,335days— 45 daysmore, or 75 daysinto the Millennium, Again,
no explandion, buta special blessingis promisel to al who wait andcometo that day.
Thisis theonly beatitidein the Book of Daniel; the blesse hopeof our Lord’s return
will then cometo happyfruition. Daniel,. with resurrection body, will standin his
alotted place (Danid 12:13) as will all bdievers whose bodies are changed or
resurreded at Christs coming. The happines®f thosetimesis describedn Psalm72.
As we think of theblesselnessof thosedays we mightwell say ‘Blessedbethe LORD
God,the God of Isreel, who only doethwondrousthings. And blessede His glorious
name for ever. and let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen, and Amen.’
David, the prophet,saw the fruition of his hopesin tha fair and glorious seeneashe
finished' The prayersof David the sonof Jesseare endal.” What morewasthere for
which to pray? May we, too, standin our lot at theendof days in our Lord’s glorious
kingdom.
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The Placeof the Saints in Daniel

By Harold Carter
(Mr Carter wassecreary of the Liverpool City Mission)

I shdl confine myselfto chepter 7 for this studyandmeditation.
| find at leastsix referenesin the chapte which provide food for a good deal of
thought

By way of introductionit might be helpful to refreshour mindson the true meaning
of Saint andSaints in thelight of certain procedurein the RomanCatholicChurd.

The expresson ‘ Sairts’ (Ayioi, Hagioi) is usedby the apostles, not of a specialclass,
a spintua aristocracy of the Church, but of all regeneated Christians without
distinction. Theyareso called becausethey are separatedrom theworld, consecated
to the sewice of God, and washel from the guilt of sin by the blood of Jesu<Christ.

Notwithstanding all ther remainingimperfectionsandsins,bdievers are spokenof as
‘Saints,’ since they are cdled to that life which is setapartfor God. The apostles
addesstheir epistlesto the ‘Saints,’i.e. to the Chiistian believers at Rome, Corinth,
Ephesus and others. The expressionis always in the plural in the New Testament,
where it is mertionedsixty times.

The practice of speakingof the apostes andevangelistas‘Saint Paul,’ Saint Mark,’
is not derived from Scripture and was appaently unknownto the writers of the first
three centuries.

EvenRevdation 15:3‘King of Saints’is no argumenfor any spedal useof theword.

The Revised Version gives ‘King of theAges,’or in themargin ‘King of Nations.” So
any practice of canonisatiortoday s, as Bishop Latimer termsit, ‘a judging of men
before the Lord’s judgment.’

Fromthecanonsaton, theworshipof Saints naturallyfollows —aswell as invocation.

In the Church of Endand, Saintsareconmemorated. The customis probablybased
onsud passagessl Corinthians11:1, Phiippians3:17,‘Be ye followersof Me,’ but
worship of Saints hasbeenexduded.

In consideing the place of the Saintsin Daniel we gather oneor two thoughtswhich
are timelessandyet havea particular andpropheticoutlook.

The Place of the Saints is a Place of Honour, Privilege and Exaltation

‘They are the sains of the Most High.” Threeor fourtimeswe find this expression,
which is not without significan@ (verse18, verse22, verse 25, verse27). It is the
emphdic title of Godin this propheg, who delegatedis powe firstto Israel,then to
the Gentiles. This followed the failure of Israd to realisethe true ideaof Theocracy;
lastly the powe will be given to Messiahand His Sants, who shall rule only for God,
taking it from Gentile powe's, whosehistory hasbeenone of continueddegeneray
culminaing in thelastof the kings.the antichrist.
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In verses3 and 14 we are told that ‘The Sonof Man takesthe kingdom,’for Christ
andHis people areonein suffeiing andin glory. TregellestranslatesMost High’ as
‘mosthigh places,although'whose’(verse27) showsit mears a personnotaplace

Conpaling Ephesans1:3 and 2:6, we shoud realisethat the Saintsbelongto the
hearenly placesin Christ. Thoughoppressedby the beastandlittle horn,they bdong
notto earth but to the mosthigh places.

Let us,in our day andgeneation, realisethe dignity of our calling, our privilege,and
our honourin sucha position. ‘ The shoutof aking’ shouldbeamongus. Whatwill be
theresult? Holding lightly to thingsof earth. We are pilgrims andstranges here. One
day we shdl take the kingdomandpossesit andreignwith Christfor ever andever.
We shdl notawaysbe atthe endof the queue!

The Gentile beass may appea at presat to be suprene, butit shdl notalwaysbe so.

The stonecut out without handswill appear andcrushthemto powde.

The Place of the Saints is a Placeof Persecution (verses21 and 25)

At the end of the agethere will be anintensificdion of the persecutionof the Saints
of God. Let usnotbeafraidto contemplatet. If politiciansandcrusalersareprepare
to die for principlesand ideas, we shouldbe prepaed to die for the EternalTruth of
God, and for the Gospelof His dear Son. Perseution is only wha our forefahers
endued gladly for Christ’s sake and| cannot undestandwhy so many present-day
Christiansshrink from eventhe thoughtof it.

Dr D M Mclintyre oncesaid, There will alwaysbesomethingo endurefor theTruth’s
sake’

‘Our God, whomwe serve is able to ddiver us:butif not (by His Grace)beit known,
thatwe will not sewe thy godsnor worshipthe goldenimage.’

Would the Lord pemit His children to passthroughthegred tribulation? A sufficient
ansver is given by the voice of the records of the apostles. Matthew suffered
martyrdom by the sword in Ethiopia. Mark died at Alexandria after being dragged
throughthe strees of tha city. Luke was hangel on anolive treein Greece. Jchnwas
putinto a cauldronof boiling oil, butescgpeddeathandwasbanishedo Patmos Peter
was crucified at Romewith his head downwards. Janes wasbeheadedt Jerusalem.
Jame the Lesswasthrown from a pinnacleof the templeand beatento deathbelow.
Philip washangedagainsta pillar at Phiygia. Bartholomewwasflayedalive. Andrew
was boundto a cross,whencehe preachel to his persecutorstill hedied. Thomaswas
run through the body at Coromandel in India. Judewas shotto death with arrows.
Matthias was first stonedandthen behedel. Barnaba wasstonal to deathby Jews at
Salonica. Paul, ‘in deathsoft,” was beheaedat Romeby Nero.” Dr JoseptAngus,in
‘The Bible Handbook, hasgaheredtogethe the abovetraditionsasto the martyrdoms
of theapostles. Let noonesay after this thatthe Lord would not allow His childrento
passthroughtribulaion!

The Place of the Saints is the Placeof Ultimate Victory (verse22)
‘Judgrrentwasgivento the Sants of the Most High, andthetime cametha the Saints

o



913 W&W_Apr-June_26:- 19/2/26 08:02 Page 12 $

WATCHING AND WAITING 27

posssesedthe kingdom.”’

It might appearto sometha thetime of possasionfor the Saintswill never come, but
anichrist will not triumph ultimatdy. Again | refer to an illustration usedby the late
Dr D M Mclntyre on this aspet of the Sants’ experience.During the 1914-1918war,
for four years it seemedss thoughthe enemywould conquerabsolutelyall the allied
forces, and drive them into the sea but suddenly the tablesturned and the enemy
suffered defeat after defeat, untl the Armistice was signedon November11, 1918.
Even soshal it bewith the Gospé of Christandthe peopleof God.

Tribulaton and persecutiorshdl bewith the Church of God,until theAncient of Days
shdl come thenHe shdl smitethe enemyanddashHis foesin pieceslike a potta’s
vessel

Two thingsare givento the sants: JudgmenaindPossssion.

Judgmat meansvindication, andthis surdy is significant. Jobcriedin his distress:|
know that my Redeeme (Vindicator) liveth.” He was confidentof it no matterwhat
oppositon andpeisection hehadto endue. He knewtherewasOneliving in theglory
who would ultimatly vindicate his cause.Thesameis trueof all theSaintsvindication
will be given to them. We may be robbedof wealth, health, friends. We may be
misundestoodby thosewho oughtto try to hep us,eventhosewho areunitedto ushby
strongest bonds,yet we mustremenber Him who, when He wasreviled, reviled not
agan but committed Himsdf to therighteousjudge.

Judgment alsoincludes Rule. First the Kingdomandthe Rule are givento the Sonof
Man, then to the Saints,andthey shallrule with Him. ‘Do ye notknow thatthe Saints
shdl judgetheworld?’ (I Corinthians6:2). ‘Know ye not thatwe shalljudgeangels?’
(1 Corinthians 6:3). Wha a prospetfor the despisel followers of the Nazarae.

‘Therefore my belovedbrethren,beye stedfag, unmoveablealways aboundingn the
work of the Lord, forasmub as ye know, thatyour labouris notin vainin theLord’ (1
Corinthians 15:58).

The Kingdom of Heaven
and the Church

By Dan Crawford
(Thisyear marksthe centenaryof thehome-all of Danid (knownas*Dan’) Crawford,
who wastaken to be with the Lord on 3rd June 1926. He wasa Scot,bornin 1869at
Gourock andwasassotated with the Plymouth Brethren. He workedasa missionary
in Cental Africa. Wehawe, amongstour puldications, his article entitled, ‘Touching
the Coning of the Lord,” whichwe wouldreconmendto all our readers).

It isthe peculiar andperpetualerror of the humanheart to put asundewha God has
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joined. True,we must‘rightly divide' theword of Truth. But how little we reflectthat
this very phrase postulats a wrongly dividing of the same! An example of all this is
here foundin the necessityof thetitle of this brochure

For many years it hasbea eroneouslytaughtthatthe Kingdom andthe Churchare
wholly apat anddissimila. Yet,themerestglane at Scripturerevedsthisto beaneasy
and elementary error. That the Gospelof the Grace of God and the Gospé of the
Kingdommust in somesense,bethe sane, is obviousfrom thefollowing five reasons:
(1) ‘Grace reigns.” Is not that a Kingdom word linked with grace? How can the
Kingdombe sovery differentfront the Churchif graceis reigning?

(2) Again, we conme unto‘the Throne of Grace’ Is not Thronea Kingdomword?

(3) Andwas it not of theKing tha the Psalmistsdd, ‘Grace is pourel into thy lips?’
(4) Andisit notoneof theoldestsayingsof our languaye, thatto seektheKing's face
isto seek grace?

(5) And is it not everydayEnglishtha His Gracious Majestygraciouslycommands?

Here, then, in theverywarp and woof of ourwork-a-daylanguaye,KingshipandGrace
areinexombly joined! How, then, canwe tead thatthe Gospelof theKingdomandthe
Gospé of Grace are diametri@lly oppose?

But al this leadsusto bigge, bolde resuts. | meanthe persistentmannerin which
Matthews Gospelis misundestood. It is cdled a Jewish Gospéd, andrightly so. But
is notthewhole New Testament, in somesud senseJenish? Wasnot evay writer of
the New Testamenta Jev? Are not al the Churdy symbolsin the Epistleswholly
Jewish?

We have a High Priest. Is notthat Jevish?

HeisourLamb. Is nottha Jevish?

The Churchis atemple. Is nottha Jenvish?

Christiansare saits. Is nottha the 50th psalmtitle, ‘GatherMy santstogehe.’

Boldestfact of all. Is notthe New TestamensosweepinglyJewishtha ourLord Jesus
Christ acudly did speakHebrew down from the Throneof God? (‘I heard a voice
spe&ing unto me in the Hebrew tongue Saul, Saul,why peiseatest thou Me ?’) Acts
26:14.

Is He notthe Lord JesusChrist evento the Church?

And whatis thatbut the Jewish‘Messiah which is cdled the Christ’?

Velry obviously then,whenwe denominatéViatthews Gospé asJewish,we mustnot
letthis word run away with us. We haveprovedtoo much. Forwhataretheastounding
facts of thecase? Matthew’s Gospelis the only oneof thefour thatEVEN MENTIONS
THE CHURCH BY NAME! Nor Mark, nor Luke, nor Johneven mention,the word
Church. To the so<alled Jewish Matthew is resevedthis honour. And Matthewdoes
notdoit in anypassinditful manne, remenbe. He aloneit is whotwice givesspecific
instuctionsto the sants of this dispensation,to ‘tell it to the Churd.’ Instructonswe
act upon!

Besides, whatis the 13th Matthewfor? Nearly all classe of Christiansagreethatthis
is the most peifect picture we have of our presentdispenstion, the Churchthereor
nowheae. TherethelLord showsustha His Kingdomis notgoingto bese uponZion’s
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Hill initially. But on the contrary, the King hasstartedfarming, and his farm is a big
one ForhisfieldisnotPalestine(the nane usedin Dan Crawford's time— Ed), butthe
world. Wha more delightful picture of ChristandHis Churchthanthe parableof the
treasue hid in afield? Wasit not beauseof that he sold all he had and boughtit?
Here, | say, we arenoton debdableground;thousandsall downtheageshaverevdled
in these pambolic pictures as wholly appling to the Church. Yet, wha a crude
cortradiction — in the very nextbreath we often hea the question-bgging saying that
Matthew is Jewish!

Yet, Matthew alone of the four mentions the Church! How, then,if the Church
appeas so ealy in Matthen’s Gospelcan we construethe very much later 24th of
Matthew as being Jewish?

Let me therefore, commendto the reade’s cardul perusalthis solid and serious
attemptto reclaim, asthe Church’s heritage,the whole Gospelof Matthew.

Haman Foredhadows the Antichrist
By M Rheter

Althoughthe nameof God doesnot ocaur in the book of Esther it is full of God's
majesty and of His powerof wonderfulredemption.

Thewholestoryof this bookis a shadowof eventscloseto the SecondComingof our
Lord Jesus. The Jewbaite Hamanwas possessebly a devilish ambition,demanding
thateveyone shoutl bow his kneesbhefore him and worshiphim. He becamea Jew
baiter be@ausehe sawin the peculiar faith of the Jews anobstacleto his ambition. He
was the prototype of the antichristwho, in his time, will be possessedty the same
ambition to be worshippe&. He will bethe lastJewbaiterandthe last Hamanin this
world.

There were many Hamansduring the last 2.000 years who soughtto destroythe
remnant of Israel becaisethe Jenvs were always an obstale to Satan’svictory. A
Haman, according to the rulesof Jewishhistory, canonly arise outsidethe bordes of
theLandof Israel i.e.in thecountrieswhere the Jewsare saatterel. But whentheywiill
be gahered in their own land again, no Hamanswill arise in othe countries. Then
Satan will make his lastanddecisive atenpt to destroythe Jewsin their country,and
the last Hamanwill come. The battle,foll owing the Armageddongatheringwill take
place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat.

Like in thetime of thefirst Haman, whenthe trueworshipperof God sawthemselves
condemmedto deathby the Pasianempeor’s deaeewithout any prospecof es@pe,so
will it hgppenduring the rule of the last Haman:true worshippes of God will find
themséves condemnedo deathby the Antichrist, but salvationto the childrenof God
and the defea of the Antichrist will come suddenlyandunexpectedhasin the time of
thefirst Haman. ThentheJewswill say, ‘Lo, thisis our God: we have waited for Him,
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andHe will saveus: this is the LORD; we havewaitedfor Him, we will be gladand
rejoice in His salvation’ (Isaiah 25:9). Thenthey will welcometheir rejeded Messian
with thisgreeting, ‘ Blessal is He thatcomeh in thenameof theLord’ (Matthew23:39)

When Christ will comeagain every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced
Him: andall kindredsof the eath shdl wail beauseof Him (Revelation1:7).

From this we may learnthatthe Second Coming of the Lord Jesuss waiting for the
daywhena Jewish genergion in the Land of Israelwill be preparel to welcone Him.
Such a Jewsh generéion will arise when they will be provokedto jealousyby the
children of Godamongthe Gentiles (Romansl1:11).

Called Home

Mr s Patri cia Greenwascalled home on 7" Janualy, 2026,age88 Shewasthewidow
of PastorBrian Green andthey both,whenMr Fromow’shealth wasfailing and afterhe
had passedaway, hdped in prectical ways with work which hadto be doneat that
difficult time. From her single days, she was always a warm supporterof this
Testimony, and showel great enthusiasnin all hersevice for the Lord

Book Review

‘It Is Written’ publisheal by the Bible League 30 Neville Close, SalisburyWilts, SP1
3EH. 628pagespPrice£18.

This is a book which is aptly describedas ‘A Believer's Guide to the Doctrine of
Scripture’ Manywritershave contributedarticles ondifferentsubjectsn relation to the
Bible andin thesedayswhen critics are doingthdr utmostto turn peoplefrombelieving
the Truth of God suchsubjects are extremely useful. It is difficult to referto particular
chgpters but we conside thatthoseon the Canonand Presevation of Scriptureshould
bereadand undestoodby evely Christianin thesegodlessdays.

Godhasbeen pleasedo interposeandgive light from timeto time. Wondmousblessing
came from the light given at the Reformaion on the doctrineof Justificationby Faith;
and since then, further light — PropheticLight — hasbeer vouchs#&ed. But it hasbeen
rejected,andrejection of PropheticTruth | holdto beregjection of Christandof the Holy
Ghost! So tha it is our duty — our positiveduty — | say, to cleaveto it; to live for it; to
give up al relationsto that which is opposeé and antagonistido it. Christiarnty is a
mere professon if it doesnotincludeareceptionprectically of what the Prophetdhave
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spoken. We must be willing to sacifice mud for the sakeof truth — social position;
petly interess, etc. A pradical following of Christ mustlead to suffeling and a going
downward in theworld; nor rising up. There are two kinds of ‘downward.’” One leads
to evil and oneto blessing but also to the ‘cave of Adullam’ —to Pamaos;to the stocks
where Jeemiah was— and away from evaything tha the false prophes, priestsand
kings of Israd blessel. Thatis a blessed‘going downward’ and all true practical
Christianity hastroddenthat path; andit isthepah thatmustbetroddenby all who hope
to es@peanichrist. It is atime of thedishonourof the Truth now; a time when all who
loveandcleaveto it will be hatedand despised Oh! thatwe might havethis hated and
contanpt and be able humbly to accept this position for Christ's sake (From
‘Reminiscenes’by B W Newton).

Bound Volumesof Watching and Waiting. Refeaencewas madein our previous issue
to the new boundvolume of our magaine, which covers the yeas 2021-2025and is
volume 30. Volumes of magazinesbefore 1974 are now pradicaly unobtainableand
yetthere is much usefulmatte in them. In later years, we havehadmore copies bound
which meansthatwe still have somein stock. Theindividud volumesarenow£10each
but we can still supplythree copies of either new and/or old editionsat £20. Friends
might like to takethe opportunityof obtainingthesebookswhile stockslast

S.G.A.T. Meetings: During 2026, Soveregn GraceAdvent Testimonymeetings will,
Godwilling, be held at the SGAT premisesin Northernireland. We askour sugporters
to take note of the venue asothatthe medingswill be ona Thursdayevening.andthat
the time of commenement hasbee dedded as 8.pm. The addresss, 32 Crescent
Business Pak, Enteprise Crescent,Lisburn, Co Antrim, BT28 2GN. Arrangements
havebeenmade, subject to thewill of theLord, for meetingsduring2026andthere will
be a continuaton of the theme of ‘Great Prophetic Chapters.” The suggested
progamme for the remainder of this year giving dates,subjects and preaders,is as

follows:

May 28............ Zecharid 4. ... . MarcusLecky
Sepenber24.. Matthew?25 .. ... ... .. ... Ivan Foster
November 26....1 Thessaloniang. . ............................ SamuekFitton

We trust tha as mary as possiblewill support thesemeetings and also makethem
known to othes. It is expeded thattheyall can be viewed on SermonaudioFacbook,
YouTube Shouldyourequirealink, plesselet usknow

London: God willing, therewill a Soveréggn Grace Advent Testimonymeetingin
LondononWednesdayd" June,2026at 7pm, Themedingis dueto be hed at Brixton
Tabernecle, 216 Stockwell Road, SW9 9SU. Thesubjed is ‘The Pramillennial Coming
of Christ,” and the spe&er expectal is Mr StephenA Toms. All friendsliving in or
aroundthearea, or visiting theregion,are invited to come.
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