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The fi rst threearti cles in this issue of our magazineare summaries of someof the
many messagesgiven at a 3-day SGAT Conference at Highgate Road Chapel in
London in Apri l, 1949. The theme for the Conference centred on the Book of
Daniel.

______________________________________

Gentile Worl d Power – A Dreamof Destiny
(Daniel 2)

By BishopD A Thompson

(BishopThompsonwastheprincipal of TheBannisterTheologicalCollege).

Nebuchadnezzarhadrecently becomethe solehead of the BabylonianEmpire. Not
unnaturally hewaswonderingwhat thefuturehadin store(verses28-30). He dreamed
a dream, but when he awoke it was gone from him. He called his wise men and
demanded of themwhatit was. They wereunableto tell, andfor thisoffence thedecree
went forth that theywereto beslain. Thuswhile knowledge, learningandwisdom are
not to bedespised,they havetheir limitations. Theyarenotsufficientfor thesolving of
all problems. Theycaneffect nomorethanGoddesigns.But thethingsmen areunable
to do, God can: for thereis no matterso difficult that it can baffle God. This Daniel
believed. Hence he and his companions,learning that their lives were in jeopardy,
turned to God in prayer,makingrequestfor a divine interventionthat would save them
andmany others from perishing(verses17-18). Hereis atriumphof faith, for theywere
notagitatedbutcalm, in perfect peace(Isaiah 26:3) andconfident of ananswer.It came
(verse19), andDaniel was able to tell the king the dream andits interpretation. The
dreamwas of a greatimage,andthe interpretation was really an outlineof the factsof
history fromthattimeuntil thisdispensationendsandgivesplaceto themillennial reign
of Christ. It showsthat God controls the rise, declineandfall of nations, and in and
throughthem works out His purposes. It teaches that theLord hasdelegatedsupreme
world power and dominance over theHebrewsto four specific empires,while Israel is
setaside, scatteredandin captivity, beforetheworld’s godlessnessand antichristianism
is judged,and theMessianic Kingdomset up.

The Golden Head symbolisedthe Babylonianempire of Nebuchadnezzar and his
successors (Evil-Merodach,NabonidusandBelshazzar, 2 Kings25:27andDaniel 5), to
whomweredivinely committedpoweroverall nations(verses37-38;Jeremiah27:5-9).
Godraised it up to punishJudah for its declensionandapostasy(2 Chronicles36:15-21;
Jeremiah 25:1-11), andotherkingdomsfor their iniquities (Jeremiah 25:13-38). Its fall
was Heaven’s judgment for its sin in not glorifying God (Jeremiah25:12-14;Daniel
5:18-30).
The Silver Breastsand Arms wasthesucceedingempire– the Medo-Persian(Daniel

5:28-31;2 Chronicles36:20;Daniel8:20). Its great monarch Cyrus,himselfa subject
of prophecy (Isaiah44:28to 45:4) issuedthe decreepermitting the Jews to return and
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rebuild the Temple (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra). Thus the divinely wrought
disposition of the king led to the fulfilment of God’s purposes and the endingof the
seventy years’ restrictionsuponthemovementsof theJews. In processof timesentence
wasgiven againstthis empiretoo, for its luxuriousnessandsinsand it gaveplaceto the
third –

The Brass Belly and Thighs denotedthe Greek sovereignty of Alexanderthe Great
(Daniel 8:21). Throughhim andhissuccessorstheHebrewsreceivedspecial privileges,
and were encouragedto settle in all the leadingtowns of the world. Thus heathen
everywhere came into touch with theJews’ religion. Theextensionof the influenceof
Hellasledeventually to thetranslationof theOld Testamentinto Greek– theSeptuagint
Version. This aidedthe presentationof theTruth to the pagan world. The time came
when this empire andcivilisation, having served thepurposesof God,declinedbefore
theriseof thefourth kingdom,representedin theimageby the–
Ir on, thepowerof Rome, whichwasbearingruleover all theearthwhenourLord was

born (verses33 and 40; Luke 2:1). Under this masterfulpeopleroadswere built
connecting all the greatcities of the empire. Thusboth GreeceandRome promoted
conditions without which the first Christian heralds would have been seriously
handicappedin their endeavoursto take theGospelto every creature. This empire by
the fourth century haddivided itself into the western section with its capital in Rome
and the eastern with its centre in Byzantium (or Constantinopleas it was afterwards
known to theworld), thuspresentingacorrespondenceto thetwo legs. Theirruptionof
theBarbariansproducedfurther divisions(verse41) andtheriseof thepresentnations
of Europe. As attention is drawn to the ten toes(verses 41-43),thereis indicatedthat
the timewil l comewhentherewill bea ten-fold grouping, or to usemodernparlance,
ten blocks of nations occupying the prophetic earth. Surely we are seeing the
beginningsof this now. Throughthe attitudeof Russiacertain countriesof Europe–
andit is significantthatthey arethelandsof that leg of theimagewhich representsthe
western section of theold RomanEmpire, arecomingtogetherfor mutualdefenceand
assistance. There is alsoopentalk that sooner or later, and for the samereason,other
landswhich representtheeastern peoples of theprophetic earth, mustenter into similar
pacts. Al l this, takenin conjunctionwith themovementfor a UnitedStatesof Europe
points to the early formationof a United States of ten blocks of nations,not of all
Europeexclusively, but of part of Europe,part of Asia and part of North Afr ica – in
other wordsa UnitedStates of whatBible studentscall thePropheticEarth. This will
benoneother thantheFourthUniversalEmpire in its final form. Moreover,asthetoes
are declared to be part of iron and part of clay (earthenware), there is hinted the
operationsof therival elementsof autocracyand democracywhich,unableto coalesce,
make for weaknessand instability. Further details concerning these ten nationsor
groupsof nationsare supplied by the vision recordedin the seventh chapter,showing
that they will be characterised by extreme godlessnessand hail the Antichrist as
supremeleader. Then,theStonefalls from Heavenand destroystheimage. TheStone
speaks of Christ (Genesis49:24:Psalm118:22; Acts 4:11).
Dr Tregelleshasgrouped thoseScriptureswhichhave to dowith ourLord astheStone
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20 WATCHING AND WAITING

in thefollowing helpful and clear way. He is:
1. In relation to Israel - TheStumblingStone(Isaiah8:14,and Romans9:31-33),
2. In relation to the Church - TheFoundation,also theCorner, Stone(Isaiah 28:16;
Ephesians2:19-22;1 Peter2:3-8).
3. In relation to the Gentile Nations - The Smiting Stone (Daniel 2:34-35,45;
Matthew21:44),

In other words,He descends from Heaven, and in flaming fire takesvengeance on
thesegodlessnationsand their leaders (andon apostateChristendom)andpurgesthe
earth (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10). ThenHe inaugurates His millennial reign. Then,and
notuntil then,are lust,oppressionandcrimedealt with effectually; then,andnotbefore,
are swords beaten into ploughshares, wars ceaseand peace prevails throughout the
whole world; and only then does the earth becomefilled with the knowledgeof the
glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea(Psalm72: Isaiah2:4, and Habakkuk
2:14). So the popularbelief that the work of the Churches and the preachingof the
Gospel will lead to theconversionof thewholeworld isadelusion. Theministryof the
Word in this dispensationis for the calling out of the elect and the sanctifying of
believers.

Since thebreak-upof imperial Romemanygreat rulersand warriors – Napoleon and
Hitler in recent times – have soughtto wield thepower of theCaesars,be themasters
of Europeand dominatethe world, but they havenever succeeded. Their ambition
breaksupontheabsolutesovereignty of Godto shapethecourseof history accordingto
His foreknowledgerevealed in thischapter, that therewill befour universal empiresand
four only, before thetimewhenit will besaid: ‘The kingdomsof thisworld arebecome
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever’
(Revelation 11:15).

______________________________________________________________________

The Placeof the Nation Israel in Daniel
By PD Harding

(Mr Hardingwasthesecretaryof theBibleLeagueandwasalsotutor at theBannister
Theological College,of whichBishopThompsonwastheprincipal).

Daniel’s writingsappear to thesuperficial readerto dealin themainwith Gentileworld
rule,and yet aswe look deeperwe find thatthemeis only thebackgroundto presentto
us the destiny of Israel throughoutthe timesof the Gentiles,andthe preservation of a
remnant of that nation until thereturnof our Lord and His millennial reign. In reading
Daniel’s book,keepin mind thathehad thewritings of Isaiah, Jeremiahand the other
pre-captivi ty prophets;also that Ezekiel was a contemporary in captivity. Daniel 9:2
shows that Daniel was a keenstudentof thewritings of Jeremiah.
In view of theimmensity of thesubject,I will give a simplesummaryof theteachings
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of this bookregarding thenation of Israel. First,we will noticetheSovereigntyof the
nation Israel, at this timecomingto an end,asshownin theopeningversesof thisbook.
Second,theSubjugationof thenation Israelduring the long periodof the times of the
Gentiles, this occupyingmostof the spaceof this book. Third, the Supremacyof the
nation Israel as restored at the end of thoseGentile timesby the return and reign of
Messiah.

The Sovereignty of Israel
If we lost the sacredrecordsandcould learn of the glories of Israel’s kingdomonly

from ancienthistory, we shouldstill wonder at themiracle presentedby that kingdom
at itszenith underthekingsDavid andSolomon. It is oneof thewondersof historythat
anation of slaves,apastoral people,should,after forty years’nomadiclife andyearsof
subsequentinternecinestrife,attainto suchprominencethat ‘Solomonreignedoverall
the kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of
Egypt; they broughtpresents,and servedSolomonall the daysof his life’ (1 Kings
4:21). How could weaccountfor thepre-eminenceof Israelwithout theWordof God?
Thesecret is foundin Deuteronomy7:6-8, ‘For thouart anholy peopleuntotheLORD
thy God; the LORD thy God hath chosenthee to be a specialpeopleunto Himself,
above all people that are uponthe face of the earth. The LORD did not setHis love
uponyou, nor chooseyou, becauseye were more in numberthanany people;for ye
were thefewestof all people;but becausetheLORD loved you.’ Their witnessin the
earth was to be ‘Jehovah our Elohim is oneJehovah’(Deuteronomy6:4); they hadto
testify to theunity of theGodheadamidtheprevailing polytheismand idolatry of other
nations. Considering Israel’s positionandprivilegesin theearth,Mosesmightwell ask,
‘What nation is there sogreat,who hath God sonigh untothem,astheLORD our God
is in all things that we call upon Him for?’ (Deuteronomy4:7). The Psalmisttruly
wrote, ‘He hath not dealt sowith any nation’ (Psalm147:20).
Thesovereignty of Israelwasa miracle, in that,unlike all other leadingnations,their

capital was situatedon the hills away from a river or the sea. The mighty ancient
empiresof Babylonia,AssyriaandEgypt, all hadtheir capitalcitiesin theplainsandon
rivers. Great Britain and the United States of America are modernexamples. But
Jerusalem is some 2,581 feet abovethe level of the Mediterranean,situatedin hilly
country; to the eastthere is a steep descentof about3,500feet to the JordanValley.
Where is thekingdomof similar sizeandinfluencethathasbeengovernedfrom sucha
rocky eminence?
Theopening of Daniel’swritings, however, showthat ‘Ichabod’was written over the

nation. Over a centurybefore, the ten-tribed kingdom of Israel was overcomeand
carriedinto captivity by theKing of Assyria. TheKingdomof Judahcontinuedlonger,
but the time hadcomewhen it waswritten, ‘The LORD God of their fatherssentto
themby His messengers,rising up betimesandsending;becauseHe hadcompassion
onHis people,andonHis dwelling place: but theymockedthemessengersof God,and
despised His words, and misusedHis prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose
againstHis people, till therewas no remedy’(2 Chronicles36:15-16). Thusin Daniel
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1:2 there is mentioned the first carrying away of Judah,when Daniel and his three
friendswere taken;thiswaswhenJehoiakimwasking (2 Chronicles36:6). Thesecond
carrying away wasin thereign of hisson,Jehoiachin(2 Chronicles36:10); andthethird
and final captivity in the reign of Zedekiah, the uncle of Jehoiachinand brother of
Jehoiakim, whenthe walls of Jerusalem werebroken down and theTemple wasburnt
(2 Chronicles 36:18-20).

The fi rst chapterof Daniel then opens with the first stageof the final departure of
Israel’s governmentalauthority from theearth. Is not thisoneof thegreatpivotalpoints
in the history of Israel and the nations? Why have the dispensationalists,with their
clumsytheoriesandarbitrarydivisionswhich they havesoughtto superimposeuponthe
Word of God, failed to realise that here they havean epoch which could lead to the
devising of a schemethatwould havesomesupport from Scripture? Oneof thepoints
would have to be this particular time when the nation of Israel was set aside and
governmental powerwasgiven into thehandsof theGentilenations. Danielteachesus
what Paul confirms,‘The powers that beare ordainedof God’ (Romans13:1).

The Subjugation of Israel
‘The Great Imageof Daniel2 was God’sway of revealing thecourseof eventsduring

thetimesof theGentiles,andit bringsbeforeusthefour greatworld powersthat fil l that
era. While thedreamwas given for thebenefit of Nebuchadnezzar, thehead of gold, it
was doubtlessalso for Daniel, theman greatly beloved, andfor all thepeoplesof God
who study His Word. Who canread theconfessionsandprayersof this patriotDaniel
asin chapter 9:4, etc., andbe unmoved?He seemsalmost like Israel’s High Priest in
bearing his nation upon his breast; and he remindsus of Paul when he wrote, ‘My
heart’s desire andprayer to Godfor Israel is that theymight be saved’ (Romans10:1).
Doubtless,therevelationof God’spurposesthroughtheGreat Image,andalsothe Four
Beastsof chapter7, stirredup thedesireto knowhowtheeventspredictedwould affect
his own nation; andGod in His compassionshowed the prophet ‘Things to come’as
theyconcerned theelect but sinful andchastenedIsrael.

Al thoughIsrael often received favours from her captors,the nation ceased to have
governmental authoritydirect fromGodasin thetimeof thekingdom. Any powernow
exercised wasthroughthemediumof Gentilerule. Thereturnfrom Babyloniawasonly
partial, and the local jurisdiction in Jerusalem was entirely dependenton the Persian
power. While sometimesfriendly disposed,asin thecaseof Cyrus(God’s Shepherd and
Anointedfor thispurpose, Isaiah44:28and45:1)in thefirstyearof his reign(Ezra1:1);
yet in thethird yearof his reignwe find thePrince of Persiahad a withstandingpower
(Daniel 10:1 and 13). Thehistoryof thefour world empiresshowsthattheyhave lived
up to thecharacter of wild beastsasgivenin Danielchapter7.

Israel’s chastisementbecauseof her sin beganunder Nebuchadnezzar and will
continue until the timesof the Gentiles run out. The seventy years of desolationof
Jerusalem(Daniel 9:2) ended in the restoration of a remnant,but therewasno change
of heart in thenation. Addedto herother crimes,Danielsaw thecuttingoff of Messiah
(Daniel 9:26); this being the culminatingact in the nation’s long recordof rebellion
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(Matthew 23:34-35). At ourLord’s trial theJewishpeoplesaid‘His bloodbeonusand
on our children’ (Matthew 27:25). Thesewords have recoiledon their own headsever
since in thepersecutionsandafflictions theyhaveendured,and will endureuntil they
experiencethetimeof Jacob’strouble– thetime of troubleunder theantichrist suchas
never was before. No wonder that this lover of his nation, when he saw that the
antichrist would ‘destroy themightyandholy people’fainted andwassickcertaindays
(8:24 and27).

Is Israel still undersubjugation?The point of the prophecies is surely that Israel is
represented by hermetropolis. ‘Thussaith theLord GOD; This is Jerusalem:I haveset
it in themidst of thenationsandcountriesthatareroundabouther’ (Ezekiel5:5). Our
Lord said ‘Jerusalemshall be trodden down of the Gentiles,until the times of the
Gentilesbefulfi lled’(Luke21:24). Undoubtedlythesetting upof thestateof Israelhas
beena most important event,but Israel, as basedupon Jerusalem,with which the
propheciesarc concerned,will comeaboutthroughdelegatedpowerfrom neighbouring
states controlled by the antichrist. Thenwill comethe time of troubleknown as the
great tribulation (Daniel12:1).

There wil l be two remnantsof Israel at the time of the end. There is andwill be ‘a
remnantaccording to theelection of grace’ (Romans11:5). How we thankGodfor the
saintly Jews we haveknown who have confessedthe Lord Jesusastheir Saviourand
Messiah. Such will have their warning, especially if in Jerusalem,when ‘the
abomination that makethdesolate’ is set up in the rebuilt Templeduring antichrist’s
reign (Daniel 11:3l). Suchwill heedourLord’swordsin Matthew24:15-16andflee to
themountains. Suchwill beamongthosecaughtup to meetthe Lord with their bodies
changed when He comes.

There wil l also be a remnant of orthodox Jewswith the vail upon their hearts(2
Corinthians 3:15). Antichrist will work great destruction among this blinded but
religiouspeople.but thesovereigntyof Godwill beshownin that every oneof Daniel’s
people written in God’s Book will be delivered (Daniel 12:1). That waswhat Daniel
wanted to know – what shouldbefall his peoplein the latter days(Daniel 10:14). A
remnantof orthodoxJewswho refuseto worship theantichristwill bepreserved; they
‘shall look uponMe whomtheyhavepierced’ (Zechariah 12:10)as theLord returnsin
glory. This wil l answerthequestionsof Isaiah 66:8,‘Shall theearth bemadeto bring
forth in oneday? or shall a nationbebornat once?’

The Supremacy of Israel
TheGreat Image,aswe haveseen,wasdesigned to show‘What shallbe in the latter

days(Daniel 2:28). Subsequentrevelationsalsowereto showDaniel‘Whatshallbefall
thy people in thelatterdays’(Daniel 10:14). Thepanoramaof thenationsledon to the
grandconsummation of theages, the return and reignon earth of Israel’sKing overa
regenerated people of Israel. This eventformstheclimax of chapter2, ‘I n thedaysof
thesekingsshall theGodof heaven set up a kingdom,which shall neverbedestroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people,but it shall break in pieces and
consumeall thesekingdoms,and it shallstandfor ever’ (Daniel2:44). Thesekingdoms
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will bedestroyedby theStonecut outwithouthandswhich is shownasfalling uponthe
image:thatStonebecameagreat mountain andfilled thewholeearth (Daniel2:34-35).
That Stoneis theLord Jesusand thekingdomHis millennial kingdom.
When JacobblessedJoseph,heincludedthewords,‘From thenceis theShepherd,the

Stoneof Israel (Genesis49:24). Josephwasa typeof our Lord in rejection, sufferings
andglories. As rulerof theland they cried beforehim, ‘Bow theknee’ (Genesis41:43)
andit iswritten, ‘A t thenameof Jesuseverykneeshouldbow’ (Philippians2:10). ‘The
stonewhich thebuilders rejected,thesameis becomethehead of thecorner;this is the
Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our eyes’ (Matthew 21:42; Psalm118:22). For
manyHe has been,and will be, ‘A stoneof stumbling,anda rock of offence’ (1 Peter
2:8). But whenHecomesastheHead of theCorner,thenit shallbetrue,‘He shall bring
forth theheadstonethereof with shoutings,crying,Grace,graceuntoit’ (Zechariah4:7).

The Stonebecoming a great mountainand filling the whole earthremindsus of the
world dominion of Messiah. ‘It shallcometo passin thelastdaysthatthemountainof
theLORD’s houseshallbeestablishedin thetopof themountains,andshallbeexalted
abovethehills; andall nationsshall flow unto it. And manypeopleshall go andsay,
Comeye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the houseof the God of
Jacob; and He wil l teach usof His ways,andwe will walk in His paths:for out of Zion
shallgo forth thelaw, andtheword of theLORD from Jerusalem’(Isaiah2:2-3). Then
‘He shall have dominion alsofrom seato sea, andfrom the river unto the endsof the
earth’ (Psalm 72:8). Truly Nebuchadnezzar came to realise ‘His dominion is an
everlasting dominion’ (Daniel4:34).
Thelastperiod of Gentilerule– thetimeof theantichrist, is mentionedin Daniel 12:7

as‘ti me. times,anda half’ usually taken to meanthree anda half years,or 1,260days,
when all thesethings– thegreat tribulation andantichrist’s reign– will befinished. In
Daniel 12:11 there are 1,290daysmentioned– 30 daysinto thenewworld order,when
apparently somespecial eventwill happen,butnoexplanation is given. In Daniel12:12
wehaveaperiod of 1,335days– 45daysmore,or 75daysinto theMillennium, Again,
no explanation,but a special blessingis promised to all who wait andcometo that day.
This is theonly beatitudein theBook of Daniel; theblessed hopeof our Lord’s return
will then come to happyfruition. Daniel,. with resurrection body, will standin his
allotted place (Daniel 12:13) as will all believers whose bodies are changed or
resurrected at Christ’s coming. Thehappinessof thosetimesis describedin Psalm72.
As wethink of theblessednessof thosedayswemightwell say, ‘BlessedbetheLORD
God,theGod of Israel, who only doethwondrousthings. And blessedbeHis glorious
name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen, andAmen.’
David, the prophet,saw the fruition of his hopesin that fair and glorious sceneashe
finished‘The prayersof David the sonof Jesseare ended.’ What morewasthere for
which to pray? May we, too, standin our lot at theendof days in our Lord’s glorious
kingdom.
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The Placeof the Saints in Daniel
By Harold Carter

(Mr Carter wassecretary of theLiverpool City Mission).

I shall confine myself to chapter 7 for this studyandmeditation.
I find at least six references in the chapter which provide food for a good deal of

thought.
By way of introductionit might behelpful to refreshour mindson the truemeaning

of Saint andSaints in thelight of certain procedurein theRomanCatholicChurch.
Theexpression ‘Saints’ (Ayioi, Hagioi) is usedby theapostles, not of a specialclass,

a spiritual aristocracy of the Church, but of all regenerated Christians without
distinction. Theyareso calledbecausethey are separatedfrom theworld, consecrated
to theservice of God,and washed from theguilt of sin by thebloodof JesusChrist.
Notwithstandingall their remainingimperfectionsandsins,believersarespokenof as

‘Saints,’ since they are called to that li fe which is set apart for God. The apostles
address their epistles to the ‘Saints,’ i.e. to the Christian believersat Rome,Corinth,
Ephesusand others. The expressionis always in the plural in the New Testament,
where it is mentionedsixty times.
Thepractice of speakingof theapostles andevangelistsas‘Saint Paul,’‘Saint Mark,’

is not derived from Scripture andwasapparently unknownto the writers of the first
three centuries.
EvenRevelation 15:3‘King of Saints’is no argumentfor anyspecial useof theword.
TheRevised Version gives ‘King of theAges,’or in themargin ‘King of Nations.’ So
any practice of canonisationtoday is, asBishop Latimer termsit, ‘a judgingof men
before theLord’s judgment.’
Fromthecanonisation,theworshipof Saintsnaturallyfollows– aswell as invocation.
In theChurch of England, Saintsarecommemorated. Thecustomis probablybased

on such passagesas1 Corinthians11:1,Philippians3:17,‘Be ye followersof Me,’ but
worship of Saints hasbeenexcluded.

In considering theplace of theSaintsin Daniel we gather oneor two thoughtswhich
are timelessandyet havea particular andpropheticoutlook.

The Place of the Saints is a Place of Honour, Privilegeand Exaltation
‘They are thesaints of theMost High.’ Threeor four timeswe find this expression,

which is not without significance (verse18, verse22, verse 25, verse27). It is the
emphatic title of Godin this prophecy, who delegatesHis power first to Israel,then to
the Gentiles. This followed the failure of Israel to realisethe true ideaof Theocracy;
lastly thepower will begiven to Messiahand His Saints, who shall rule only for God,
taking it from Gentile powers, whosehistory hasbeenone of continueddegeneracy
culminating in thelastof thekings.theantichrist.
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In verses3 and14 we are told that ‘The Sonof Man takesthekingdom,’for Christ
andHis people areonein suffering andin glory. Tregellestranslates‘Most High’ as
‘mosthigh places,’although‘whose’(verse27) showsit means a person,not a place.

Comparing Ephesians1:3 and 2:6, we should realisethat the Saintsbelongto the
heavenly placesin Christ. Thoughoppressedby thebeastandlit tle horn,theybelong
not to earth but to themosthigh places.
Let us,in our dayandgeneration,realisethedignity of our calling,our privilege,and

ourhonourin suchaposition. ‘Theshoutof aking’ shouldbeamongus. Whatwill be
theresult? Holding lightly to thingsof earth. Wearepilgrimsandstrangers here. One
day we shall take the kingdomandpossessit andreign with Christ for ever andever.
We shall not alwaysbeat theendof thequeue!
The Gentile beasts mayappear at present to be supreme, but it shall not alwaysbeso.
Thestonecut out without handswill appear andcrushthemto powder.

The Place of the Saints is a Placeof Persecution (verses21 and 25)
At theend of theagethere will bean intensification of thepersecutionof theSaints

of God. Let usnotbeafraid to contemplateit. If politiciansandcrusadersareprepared
to die for principlesand ideas,we shouldbe prepared to die for the EternalTruth of
God, and for the Gospelof His dear Son. Persecution is only what our forefathers
endured gladly for Christ’s sake, and I cannot understandwhy so many present-day
Christiansshrink from eventhethoughtof it.
Dr D M McIntyreoncesaid,‘Therewill alwaysbesomethingto endurefor theTruth’s

sake.’
‘Our God,whomweserve, is able to deliver us:but if not (byHis Grace)beit known,

thatwe wil l not serve thy godsnor worshipthegoldenimage.’
Would theLord permit His children to passthroughthegreat tribulation?A sufficient

answer is given by the voice of the records of the apostles. Matthew suffered
martyrdom by the sword in Ethiopia. Mark died at Alexandria after being dragged
throughthestreets of that city. Luke was hanged on anolive treein Greece. John was
put intoacauldronof boiling oil, butescapeddeathandwasbanishedto Patmos. Peter
was crucified at Romewith his head downwards. James wasbeheadedat Jerusalem.
James the Lesswasthrown from a pinnacleof the templeand beatento deathbelow.
Philip washangedagainsta pillar at Phrygia. Bartholomewwasflayedalive. Andrew
was boundto a cross,whencehepreached to his persecutorstill hedied. Thomaswas
run through the body at Coromandel in India. Judewas shot to death with arrows.
Matthias was first stonedandthen beheaded. Barnabas wasstoned to deathby Jews at
Salonica. Paul, ‘i n deathsoft,’ was beheadedat Romeby Nero.’ Dr JosephAngus,in
‘The Bible Handbook,’hasgatheredtogether theabovetraditionsasto themartyrdoms
of theapostles. Let no onesay after this that theLord would not allow His childrento
passthroughtribulation!

The Place of the Saints is the Placeof Ultimate Victor y (verse22)
‘Judgmentwasgivento theSaintsof theMostHigh, andthetimecamethat theSaints
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possessedthekingdom.’
It might appearto somethat thetimeof possessionfor theSaintswill nevercome, but

antichrist will not triumph ultimately. Again I refer to an illustration usedby the late
Dr D M McIntyre on this aspect of theSaints’ experience.During the1914-1918war,
for four years it seemedas thoughthe enemywould conquerabsolutelyall the allied
forces, and drive them into the sea, but suddenly the tablesturned and the enemy
suffered defeat after defeat, until the Armistice was signedon November11, 1918.
Even soshall it bewith theGospel of Christ andthepeopleof God.
Tribulation andpersecutionshall bewith theChurchof God,until theAncient of Days

shall come, thenHe shall smitethe enemyanddashHis foesin pieceslike a potter’s
vessel.
Two thingsare givento thesaints:JudgmentandPossession.
Judgment meansvindication, andthissurely is significant. Jobcriedin hisdistress:‘I

know that my Redeemer (Vindicator) li veth.’ He was confidentof it no matterwhat
opposition andpersecution hehadto endure. HeknewtherewasOneliving in theglory
who would ultimately vindicatehiscause.Thesameis trueof all theSaints,vindication
will be given to them. We may be robbedof wealth, health, friends. We may be
misunderstoodby thosewhooughtto try to help us,eventhosewhoareunitedto usby
strongest bonds,yet we must remember Him who, whenHe wasreviled, reviled not
again but committedHimself to therighteousjudge.
Judgment also includes Rule. First theKingdomandtheRuleare givento theSonof

Man, then to theSaints,andthey shall rule with Him. ‘Do ye not know thattheSaints
shall judgetheworld?’ (I Corinthians6:2). ‘Know ye not thatwe shall judgeangels?’
(1 Corinthians6:3). What a prospect for thedespised followersof theNazarene.
‘Thereforemy belovedbrethren,beyestedfast, unmoveable,alwaysaboundingin the

work of theLord, forasmuch as ye know, thatyour labouris not in vain in theLord’ (1
Corinthians15:58).

_____________________________________________________________________

The Ki ngdom of Heaven
and the Church

By DanCrawford

(Thisyear marksthecentenaryof thehome-call of Daniel (knownas‘Dan’) Crawford,
who wastaken to bewith theLord on 3rd June, 1926. He wasa Scot,born in 1869at
Gourock, andwasassociated with thePlymouthBrethren. He workedasa missionary
in Central Africa. Wehave, amongstour publications,his article entitled,‘Touching
theComing of theLord,’ whichwewouldrecommendto all our readers).

It is thepeculiar andperpetualerror of thehumanheart to put asunderwhat God has
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joined. True,we must‘ r ightly divide’ theword of Truth. But how little we reflectthat
this very phrasepostulates a wrongly dividing of the same! An example of all this is
here foundin thenecessityof thetitle of this brochure.

For many years it hasbeen erroneouslytaughtthat the Kingdom andthe Churchare
wholly apart anddissimilar. Yet, themerestglanceatScripturerevealsthis to beaneasy
and elementary error. That the Gospelof the Grace of God and the Gospel of the
Kingdommust, in somesense,bethesame,is obviousfrom thefollowing five reasons:
(1) ‘Grace reigns.’ Is not that a Kingdom word linked with grace? How can the
Kingdombesovery different front theChurchif graceis reigning?
(2) Again, we come unto‘the Throne of Grace.’ Is not Thronea Kingdomword?
(3) And was it not of theKing that thePsalmistsaid, ‘Grace is poured into thy lips?’
(4) And is it not oneof theoldestsayingsof our language,thatto seektheKing’s face
is to seek grace?
(5) And is it not everydayEnglishthat His Gracious Majestygraciouslycommands?
Here,then, in theverywarp andwoof of ourwork-a-daylanguage,KingshipandGrace

areinexorably joined! How, then, canweteach thattheGospelof theKingdomand the
Gospel of Graceare diametrically opposed?

But all this leadsus to bigger, bolder results. I meanthepersistentmannerin which
Matthew’s Gospelis misunderstood. It is called a Jewish Gospel, andrightly so. But
is not thewholeNew Testament, in somesuch sense, Jewish? Wasnot every writer of
the New Testamenta Jew? Are not all the Church symbolsin the Epistleswholly
Jewish?
We have a High Priest. Is not thatJewish?
He is our Lamb. Is not that Jewish?
The Church is a temple. Is not that Jewish?
Christiansare saints. Is not that the50thpsalmtitle, ‘GatherMy saints together.’
Boldest fact of all. Is not theNew TestamentsosweepinglyJewishthat ourLord Jesus

Christ actually did speakHebrew down from the Throneof God? (‘I heard a voice
speaking untome in theHebrew tongue, Saul,Saul,why persecutest thouMe ?’) Acts
26:14.

Is He not theLord JesusChrist evento theChurch?
And what is thatbut theJewish‘Messiah which is called theChrist’?
Very obviously then,whenwe denominateMatthew’s Gospel asJewish,we mustnot

let thisword runawaywith us. Wehaveprovedtoomuch. Forwhataretheastounding
factsof thecase?Matthew’sGospelis theonly oneof thefour thatEVEN MENTIONS
THE CHURCH BY NAME! Nor Mark, nor Luke, nor Johneven mention,the word
Church. To theso-called Jewish Matthew is reservedthis honour. And Matthewdoes
notdo it in anypassingfitful manner, remember. Healoneit is whotwicegivesspecific
instructionsto thesaints of this dispensation,to ‘ tell it to theChurch.’ Instructionswe
act upon!
Besides,whatis the13thMatthewfor? Nearly all classes of Christiansagreethatthis

is the most perfect picture we have of our presentdispensation, the Churchthereor
nowhere. There theLord showsusthat His Kingdomis notgoingto beset uponZion’s
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Hill initially. But on the contrary, the King hasstartedfarming, andhis farm is a big
one. Forhis field isnotPalestine(thenameusedin DanCrawford’s time– Ed), but the
world. What moredelightful picture of Christ andHis Churchthantheparableof the
treasure hid in a field? Was it not becauseof that he sold all he hadandboughtit?
Here,I say, wearenotondebatableground;thousands,all downtheages,haverevelled
in these parabolic pictures as wholly applying to the Church. Yet, what a crude
contradiction – in thevery nextbreathwe oftenhear thequestion-beggingsaying that
Matthew is Jewish!

Yet, Matthew alone of the four mentions the Church! How, then,if the Church
appears so early in Matthew’s Gospelcan we construethe very much later 24th of
Matthew as being Jewish?

Let me, therefore, commendto the reader’s careful perusalthis solid and serious
attemptto reclaim, astheChurch’s heritage,the wholeGospelof Matthew.

_____________________________________________________________________

Haman Foreshadows the Antichrist
By M Rheter

Al thoughthe nameof God doesnot occur in the book of Esther, it is full of God’s
majesty and of His powerof wonderfulredemption.
Thewholestoryof this bookis ashadowof eventscloseto theSecondComingof our

Lord Jesus. TheJew-baiter Hamanwaspossessedby a devilish ambition,demanding
that everyoneshould bow his kneesbefore him and worshiphim. He becamea Jew-
baiter becausehesawin thepeculiar faith of the Jews anobstacleto his ambition. He
was the prototype of the antichristwho, in his time, will be possessedby the same
ambition to be worshipped. He will be the lastJew-baiterandthe last Hamanin this
world.

There were many Hamansduring the last 2.000 years who soughtto destroythe
remnant of Israel, because the Jews were always an obstacle to Satan’svictory. A
Haman,according to the rulesof Jewishhistory, canonly arise outsidethe borders of
theLandof Israel, i.e. in thecountrieswhere theJewsarescattered. But whentheywill
be gathered in their own land again, no Hamanswill arise in other countries. Then
Satan will make his lastanddecisiveattempt to destroytheJewsin their country,and
the last Hamanwill come. Thebattle,following theArmageddongathering,will take
place in theValley of Jehoshaphat.
Like in thetimeof thefirst Haman, whenthetrueworshippersof Godsawthemselves

condemnedto deathby thePersianemperor’s decreewithoutanyprospectof escape,so
will it happenduring the rule of the last Haman:true worshippers of God will find
themselves condemnedto deathby theAntichrist,but salvationto thechildrenof God
and thedefeat of theAntichrist will come suddenlyandunexpectedlyasin thetime of
thefi rst Haman. ThentheJews will say, ‘Lo, this is our God:we have waited for Him,
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andHe will saveus: this is the LORD; we havewaitedfor Him, we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation’ (Isaiah 25:9). Thenthey will welcometheir rejected Messiah
with thisgreeting, ‘Blessed is Hethatcometh in thenameof theLord’ (Matthew23:39).

WhenChrist wil l comeagain every eyeshall see Him, and they also which pierced
Him: andall kindredsof theearth shall wail becauseof Him (Revelation1:7).

From this we may learnthat theSecondComingof theLord Jesusis waiting for the
daywhena Jewish generation in theLandof Israelwill beprepared to welcome Him.
Such a Jewish generation will arisewhen they wil l be provoked to jealousyby the
children of GodamongtheGentiles (Romans11:11).

______________________________________________________________________

Called Home
Mr sPatri cia Greenwascalled homeon7th January, 2026,age88 Shewasthewidow
of PastorBrian Green andthey both,whenMr Fromow’shealthwasfailing andafterhe
had passedaway, helped in practical ways with work which had to be doneat that
diffi cult time. From her single days, she was always a warm supporterof this
Testimony, and showed great enthusiasmin all herservice for theLord

______________________________________________________________________

Book Review
‘It Is Wri tten’ published by theBible League, 30 Neville Close,Salisbury,Wil ts, SP1
3EH. 628pages,Price£18.

This is a book which is aptly describedas ‘A Believer’s Guide to the Doctrine of
Scripture.’ Manywritershavecontributedarticlesondifferentsubjectsin relation to the
Bibleandin thesedayswhen criticsaredoingtheir utmostto turnpeoplefrombelieving
theTruth of God suchsubjectsare extremely useful. It is diff icult to refer to particular
chapters but we consider that thoseon theCanonand Preservationof Scriptureshould
bereadand understoodby every Christianin thesegodlessdays.

______________________________________________________________________

Godhasbeen pleasedto interposeandgivelight from timeto time. Wondrousblessing
came from the light given at theReformation on thedoctrineof Justificationby Faith;
and since then,further light – PropheticLight – hasbeen vouchsafed. But it hasbeen
rejected,andrejection of PropheticTruth I hold to berejectionof Christandof theHoly
Ghost! So that it is our duty – our positiveduty – I say, to cleaveto it; to live for it; to
give up all relations to that which is opposed and antagonisticto it. Christianity is a
mere profession if it doesnot includea receptionpractically of what theProphetshave
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spoken. We must be willing to sacrifice much for the sakeof truth – socialposition;
petty interests, etc. A practical following of Christ mustlead to suffering and a going
downward in theworld; nor rising up. There are two kindsof ‘downward.’ One leads
to evil and oneto blessing,but also to the ‘cave of Adullam’ – to Patmos;to thestocks
where Jeremiah was – and away from everything that the false prophets, priestsand
kings of Israel blessed. That is a blessed‘going downward,’ and all true practical
Christianity hastroddenthat path; andit is thepath thatmustbetroddenby all whohope
to escapeantichrist. It is a time of thedishonourof theTruth now; a time when all who
loveandcleave to it will behatedanddespised. Oh! thatwemighthavethishatred and
contempt and be able humbly to accept this position for Christ’s sake. (From
‘Reminiscences’by B W Newton).

Bound Volumesof Watching and Waiting. Referencewasmadein ourprevious issue
to the new boundvolumeof our magazine, which covers the years 2021-2025and is
volume30. Volumes of magazinesbefore 1974arenow practically unobtainableand
yet there is much usefulmatter in them. In later years,we havehadmore copies bound
which meansthatwestill havesomein stock. Theindividual volumesarenow£10each
but we can stil l supplythreecopies of either new and/or old editionsat £20. Friends
might like to taketheopportunityof obtainingthesebookswhile stockslast.

S.G.A.T. Meetings: During 2026,Sovereign GraceAdvent Testimonymeetings will,
Godwil ling, beheld at theSGAT premises in NorthernIreland. We askour supporters
to takenoteof thevenue; also thatthemeetingswill beonaThursdayevening,andthat
the time of commencement hasbeen decided as 8.pm. The addressis, 32 Crescent
Business Park, Enterprise Crescent,Lisburn, Co Antrim, BT28 2GN. Arrangements
havebeenmade,subject to thewill of theLord, for meetingsduring2026andtherewill
be a continuation of the theme of ‘Great Prophetic Chapters.’ The suggested
programme for the remainder of this year, giving dates,subjects andpreachers,is as
follows:
May 28..............Zechariah 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MarcusLecky
September24....Matthew25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ivan Foster
November 26.....1 Thessalonians4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SamuelFitton

We trust that as many as possiblewill support thesemeetings and also makethem
known to others. It is expected that theyall can beviewed on Sermonaudio,Facebook,
YouTube. Shouldyou requirea link, pleaselet usknow.

London: God will ing, there will a Sovereign Grace Advent Testimonymeetingin
Londonon Wednesday4th June,2026at 7pm, Themeeting is dueto beheld at Brixton
Tabernacle, 216Stockwell Road, SW9 9SU. Thesubject is ‘The Premillennial Coming
of Christ,’ and the speaker expected is Mr StephenA Toms. All friends living in or
aroundthearea,or visiting theregion,are invited to come.
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