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The SavedRemnant
In thinking aboutthesethree chapters,Romans9, 10,and 11, I look uponthemasthe

answerof Paul to aset of anticipated objectionswhichsomeweregoingto makeagainst
thefundamental truth thathehad beenalreadyaffirming in this book.

When you think of chapters 1 to 8 and the greattruth that hasbeenset out by Paul,
there are two questionsthat come to mind as a result of what Paulhadbeenteaching.
Firstly, what becomes of Paul’s brethren, his kinsmenaccording to the flesh? and
secondly,whatbecomesof thepromises madeby God to thesebrethrenand kinsmen?

In chapters 1 to 8, the great truth of justification is very much to the fore. Paul
establishedtheneedof justification, whetherJewor Gentile. In thoseopeningchapters,
1, 2, and 3, he underscored the point that all have sinned and he brought it to a
conclusion in Romans 3:23, ‘For there is no difference: for all havesinned,andcome
short of the glory of God.’ Chapter 1 showsit applies to the Gentiles,with little
privileges and well known for sin and ungodliness, and chapter2 shows it applies
equally to the Jewswho had the privilege of having the Scriptures,something the
Gentilesdid not have. It is thesameconclusion,all havesinnedandcomeshortof the
glory of God and thereforeall arein needof justification.
This justification is obtainedby faith alone,not by theworksof the law. This is why

PaulbroughtinAbrahamasthegreat exampleof faith. Romans4 tellsusthatAbraham
had exercised faith, and through that faith, he obtained a righteousness. This
righteousness was not obtained through what Abraham did, or was. Abrahamwas
chosen of Godandbroughtto know theLord, butAbrahamwasgiven thegift of faith
to believeon theLord, andthereby heobtaineda righteousness.
This righteousnessthatAbrahamobtainedis throughJesusChrist. Chapter5 setsforth

Christas thesacrifice for sin. HewastheOnewhomadeatonement,theOnewho made
propitiation, andit is throughfaith in JesusChrist that justificationcomesabout. It is
not throughMosesor anyotherearthly means. This great truth is foundin theopening
chapters of Romans.

Paul thenanticipated objections that would be raised. What about his brethren,his
kinsmen according to the flesh? Theyhavenot embracedthis Gospelof savinggrace.
It says in Romans3:10, ‘They beingignorantof God’s righteousness,andgoingabout
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselvesunto the
righteousnessof God.’ This was thereality of his people,his kinsmenaccordingto the
flesh.Theywereignorant of God’srighteousness.They hadnotcometo theknowledge
thatrighteousnessisby faith in JesusChristandnotby theworksof thelaw. Theywere
still seeking to obtainthat righteousnessthroughtheworksof thelaw.

So, how can this greattruth that Paul had beenexplainingin theopeningchapters of
Romans, standup with the fact that God haschosen His ancientpeople? If they are
seeking to obtain a righteousnessby theworksof thelaw, throughthefact thattheyare
thechildren of Abraham and thedisciplesof Moses,what becomesof them? Whatever
they had, and they had much by way of privileges, they had come short of the
experienceof salvation. Theyhad zealfor God,but it wasnotaccordingto knowledge.
What thenbecomesof them?
Furthermore, what becomes of thosepromisesthat the Lord hasmadeto the fathers,
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which entail salvation for theJews? Are thosepromises somehownullified andmade
of noneeffect? Havethepromisesfailed? Has Godforgottento begracious?HasHe
somehow set aside His Word and thosepromises and movedon to anotherpeople?
Worsestill , is it possible thatsomehow God hasnot beenableto keepHis Word? Had
His ancient people proved too obstinate in their unbelief andtherefore God could not
carry throughwhatHe had previouslysaid in His own word?
No Bible believercouldever countenancethat somehow Godis not ableto fulfil what

He has promised. Such thoughtsare unworthy of God. God’sWord cannever fail, it
never has failed, it neverwill fail. We cansay of thepromisesof Godwhat is said of
theBible generally, ‘TheBible standslike a rock undaunted, ’mid theragingstormsof
time. Its pages burn with thetruth eternal andthey glow with a light sublime.’ We can
say exactly thesameof thepromisesthat are contained in this book– theystandlike a
rock undaunted, midst the raging storms of time. Its promises will cometo passin
God’stime.
What happensthenon thesetwo accounts?Whatcanbesaid of theancientpeople of

God,Paul’s brethren,his kinsmen according to theflesh? And whatcanbesaidof the
promises? Theseare the objections that Paul had in mind as he wrote thesethree
chapters and includedthem in this epistle. Throughoutthesechapters, he dealt with
thesegreat points,namely theLord’s ancient people,andHis promises.Thatbringsus
to theseverses thatwe now consider.
Beginningat chapter9:18,wearetold abouta remnantthatwill besaved. Go to verse

27 and there find the word ‘remnant.’ It says,‘ Isaiahalso crieth concerning Israel,
Though thenumberof thechildren of Israelbeasthesandof thesea,a remnantshall
be saved.’ This is the themein theseverses,18 to 29. The Lord is going to savea
remnant. There is going to be a people who will be broughtto faith in JesusChrist.
Theywill havethatrighteousness,which isby faith, theonly righteousnessthatasinner
canhave. There will bea remnant that is broughtto this experience.

In saving this remnant of Paul’s brethren,
God is Exercising His Prerogative to deal with His creatures asHe sees fit

Thiswill bringusto consider verses18-20. Beginningatverse18,wehaveastatement
of revealed fact, ‘ThereforehathHemercyonwhomHewill havemercy, andwhomHe
wil l He hardeneth.’ There are two parts to this statement,followed by a seriesof
questionsthat flow out of it.
This wasnot thefi rst timein thischapterthatPaulusedthismannerof presentingtruth.
There are a sequenceof questionsfound in verse14, whereit will be observed that

having made a statement,Paul then asked, ‘What shall we say then? Is there
unrighteousnesswith God? Godforbid.’ Paulanticipatedobjectionsto whathehad just
written. Theseobjectionshavebeendealt with in previousstudies.

Verse18 relatedtwo aspects to the divine prerogative. Therewill be thosewho are
going to receive mercy andGodwill bring themto a knowledgeof Himself , andthere
are others who aregoing to be hardenedin their sin andunbelief, andthey will go on
downthat broad roadto a lost eternity.
Then Paul anticipated theobjectionsthatwill come,‘Thou wilt saythenuntome,‘Why

doth Heyet find fault? For whohathresistedHis will?’ (verse19). So,Paulanticipated
theseobjections thatwould bemadeas a resultof his statement abouttheLord having
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mercy on whomHe will, andhardeningwhomHe will. Paul defendedtheLord’s right
to treat His rational creatures asHe seesfit. No onecan questionHim, or call Him to
account. Thatking in Old Testament times hadto acknowledgethat‘nonecan stay His
hand,or sayunto Him, Whatdoest thou?’ (Daniel 4:35). GoddoesasHepleases.That
is His prerogative; thatis His sovereignright. He is thesovereignuponthethrone. He
rulesoverall . All thingsare subject to His will and His purpose.

There is a spirit abroadthatmanifestsitself in virtually every areaof life, right from
the fall and down throughthecenturies, wherethere is an objectingto whatGod does
or to what God says. People think that they can argue against God, that they can
question God asto why He doessomething,forgetting thatwe arebut creaturesthatHe
hasmadeand He cando with usas He pleases. This is His sovereignright. This is the
prerogative of thesovereign.

We sometimesuseterminology like this whenwe think about thesovereignuponthe
thronein ournation. You mighthear terminologylike ‘a sovereign’s prerogative.’Well,
GodhasHis prerogatives. HedoesasHepleasesbecauseof who He is. Pauldefended
theLord’s right to do that. TheLord hastheright to havemercy uponwhomHe will,
andHe has theright to hardenwhomHe will.
Theobjectionsraisedagainst what Goddoes andwhatGod saysare always fuelledby

mistaken humanreasoning.Verse19 reads,‘Thou wilt then say untome,Why dothHe
yet find fault? Forwhohathresisted His will?’ Theargument runssomethinglike this,
‘since God hardenswhomHe will, and thereis no resisting of His will, thendoes it not
naturally follow that the fault never lies with the creature, the individual who is
hardened? Surely thefault is theLord’s.’ No, it is not theLord’s fault. Each individual
is responsible for the hardeningof their own heart. It is interestingthat Pharaohis
mentioned in verse17,asan exampleto consider,‘For theScripturesaithuntoPharaoh,
Evenfor this samepurposehave I raisedtheeup, that I might showMy powerin thee,
andthat My name might bedeclared throughout all theearth.’ It is interestingthatthis
is the oneparticular individual aboutwhom the Bible hasmuchto sayconcerning the
hardening of his heart. It is a very interestingstudyto go to Exodusandlook at those
versesthat speak aboutPharaohhardening his heart. There aretimeswhenit saysthe
Lord left him to harden his heart. TherearetimestheLord hardened his heart. There
are other times when it very clearly saysPharaoh hardened his own heart. Every
creature is accountablefor thehardening of their own heart.
Thereisthat natural tendencywithin usto hardenourheart becauseof theFall, because

of sin that has come in and corruptedus. With thatcorruption,there is now a tendency
within usto hardenour hearts. Godcanlet a man harden his own heart, asHe did with
Pharaoh. TheScripturemakes it clear, thattheLord let Pharaohgoonandhecontinued
in hardening his heart,until finally hewasbrought downinto judgment.
ThusPaul answeredthosewho objectedandsaidit was theLord’s fault asno onecan

resist His will . It is not theLord’s fault. No, every time it is thecreature’sfault. It is
lackof a properunderstandingof theWord of Godto suggestanythingelse.
For example, look at verse20,where it is seento befoolish reasoningwhich needsto

be rebuked, ‘Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest againstGod? Shall the thing
formed say to Him that formed it, Why hastThou mademe thus?’ It is a replying
against God, but not with proper understanding,or reasoning. Verse21 would suggest
thatit isperversefoolishness,‘Hathnot thepotterpower over theclay,of thesamelump
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to make onevesseluntohonour,and anotherunto dishonour?’CanGodnot do asHe
pleases with His own? Verse 22 would suggest that this foolish reasoningmost
certainly needs to becorrected,‘What if God,willing to shew His wrath,andto make
His power known, enduredwith much long-suffering the vesselsof wrath fit ted to
destruction?’ Heendured,with much long-suffering,thosevesselsfitted for destruction
by their wilful disobedience to God, by their believing of the devil’s lie, by their
choosinga path of wickednesswhen theyhad beentold what theendwould be. That
iswhat our fi rstparentsdid in theGarden of Edenandthey havebroughtthecurseupon
all mankind. Theywere warned,theywere put on trial, on probation, andtold to obey.
They rebelled in high treasonagainst their Creator andchoseto go a particular way.

God endured themwith muchlong-suffering,asHe hasdonewith this wholecreation.
Thereare timeswhenHehasstepped in with judgment, andshownHis displeasure,the
Flood being a particular time when God hasdealtwith the wickednessthat wasupon
theearth, and in theheart of man. This is going to bea featureof His secondcoming
aswell, whenwickednessin men’shearts will get to sucha measurethat it is goingto
bringGod’s judgmentuponthisworld. Hecertainly bearsandendures,with muchlong-
suffering vessels of wrath fitted for destruction.
Thosewhoare lost, whogodownto hell dosobecausetheir sinsdeserve it. Eachone

of usdeservesthewrathof God. There is not oneof us thatcan say I do not deserve
the wrath of God. Our sins,our rebellion, our disobediencehave earnedthat for us.
That is theteaching of Romans6:23,‘The wagesof sin is death:but thegift of Godis
eternal life throughJesusChrist our Lord.’ A wageis something earned,somethingto
which we havea right, it is ours;whereasa gift is given. We haveno entitlementto a
gift, it is something freelybestowed; whereaswagesare earned, somethingwe deserve
to have. That judgmentthatis to comeuponsin is dueentirelyto ourowndisobedience.
If God hardens an individualand lets that individual go on in sin (like Pharaoh),how
can that ever bechargedagainstGod?

It is thesamewith His ancient people. If they continue in their unbelief,can thatbe
charged against God? Whenyou think of all theprivilegesthat theyhavehadandthe
times He has endured, with much long suffering, their disobedience and their
backsliding and their rebellions againstHim, if theLord permits that to go on andthe
consequencesof it to comeuponthem,is thattheLord’s fault? No, Paulis herearguing
that this is not theLord’s fault at all. Godcando with His own asHe pleases.He is
sovereign. He hasthatprerogativeto do just that.

In saving this remnant of Paul’s brethren,
God is Effectuating the Promises He hasmade

Godhasmadepromises.We havealludedto thesea little already. Paul,havingdealt
with some of theseperceived objectionsasto how theLord is going to deal with His
ancientpeople, thenwenton to addressmoredirectly this issueof thepromisesof God.
Having establishedthepoint,namelythatGodcando with His own as He pleases,and
if He pleases to savea remnant,then He is permittedto do so.

This brings us to think moredirectly aboutthe promises. The promises are in two
parts. In verses25 and26, thereis thepromisemadein Old Testamenttimes to save a
people from among the Gentiles. This wasnot somethingnew, somethingof which
men became awarewhen they cameinto New Testamenttimes,that somehowit was
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never mentioned,foretold,or prophesied.That God would turn to the Gentiles is not
something only knownin New Testament times.
It wasnotthat Hispurposesfor His ancient peoplewerenotworking,soHenowturned

in anotherdirection. Verses25-26,‘A sHesaithalso in Osee(that is, Hosea), I will call
themMy people,which were not My people,andher beloved, which wasnot beloved.
And it shall come to pass,that in theplace whereit was saiduntothem,Ye are not My
peoplethere shall theybecalled thechildrenof theLiving God.’

Hoseais a bookthat is particularly dealing with thesubjectof backslidingamongthe
ancient people of God. Theterm‘backsliding’ appears a number of times in thatbook.
Israel were a backsliding people, and theLord said that He was goingto provokethem
to jealousyby thosewho werenot His people. This bringsin this promisethatwe have
here,where theLord saysof this other people, ‘I wil l call them My people,which were
not My people, and her beloved,which was not beloved.’ This remindsus of those
words in Hosea1:6, which haveto do with thechildrenof theprophet,‘And Godsaid
unto him, Call her nameLoruhamah(which means,not havingobtainedmercy); for I
will no morehavemercy uponthehouseof Israel; but I will utterly takethemaway.’
Then theotherchild wascalled Loammi (notMy people). Thosewere thechildrenthat

were born untoHosea andtheLord told theprophetwhat hewasto call thosechildren.
Onewas to be called Loruhamah,which means ‘not having obtainedmercy’ (the ‘Lo’
was the negative). Then a son was born and he was to be called Loammi, not My
people. That is what is referenced in Romans9:25-26. The Lord wassayingto His
ancient people, ‘You are not My peoplenow. I amnot going to showyou mercy now.
I amturning to anotherpeople,andwill bring them in. I amgoing to showthem mercy,
andwill call themMy people.’
TheOld TestamenthasthosepromisesthatGodwasgoingto gatherin aGentile people

and bring them to Christ. He was going to bring them in to a knowledgeof the
righteousnesswhich is by faith in Christ,even thoughthey were a mostsinful people,a
peoplewith so little privilegeand so little knowledgeof the thingsof God,aspointed
out from Romans1. Nevertheless,the Lord is going to bring this peopleto Himself.
This is His ancientpromise.

He has been faithful to His promise. When we think about God exercising His
prerogative to deal with individuals as He wills and to show mercy to someand to
hardenothers,Hehasbeenconsistentwith His nature. Now Heis being consistentwith
HisWord. Godhasbeenconsistentall alongwith thepromisesthatHemadein thepast,
He wil l fulfi l thosepromises, that He madein Old Testament times, to gatherout a
peoplefromamongtheGentiles.Weseewhenweread in theNewTestamentthatPaul,
theapostle to theGentiles, andothers, preached theGospelto theJewfirst, but alsoto
theGreek,or Gentile.
Wherever Paul went,hevisitedthesynagoguefirst, or where therewereJews,like that

occasion when hemet with Lydia downby theriversidein Philippi andpreachedthere;
but his modeof operating was moreoften to go to the larger towns where therewere
synagogues, and preach in the synagogue. Then he would turn to the Gentiles and
preach. Whenhedid so,hewasdoingsomethingentirely consistentwith what Godhad
promisedin His Word.

I am just giving you one referencebecauseit is the one to which Paul particularly
referred in Romans9:24-25. He quotedfrom Hosea in verse25,establishingthis truth
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thatGod wil l savea peoplefrom amongtheGentiles.
That is not our topic now. Rather, we arethinking abouttheremnant.Sowhatabout

the remnant? Is that according to the promiseaswell? Is God beingconsistentwith
His Word with regardsthe remnant being saved? Or is there inconsistencywith God,
or is His Word not beingfulfille d as He said?

This bringsus to verses26-27,‘And it shall cometo pass,that in theplacewhereit
wassaid unto them, Ye arenot My people; there shalltheybecalledthechildrenof the
LivingGod. Esaiasalso crieth concerningIsrael, Thoughthenumberof thechildrenof
Israel be as the sandof the sea, a remnantshall be saved.’ He hasnow brought in
another promise,andagainPaul is showing theLord is consistent with His Word. He
is again consistentwith whatHe has promised. He is not actingcontrary to anyof His
promises. His promisesare being carried throughexactly as He said, consistently,
faithfully, as Godhasgiven them in His Word.

Thepromisehere indicates that theOld Testamentdoes speakabouta remnant to be
saved. There wil l be a time whenthe Gentiles are beinggathered in, and evenon to
thoselatter times,theLord will bedealing with His ancientpeople,andthereis going
to bea remnant of thembroughtto know Him.
Even thoughtheyaregoingabouttrying to establish theirown righteousness,andthey

think that righteousnesscomes from theworks of the law, theLord saysthereis going
to bea remnant thatwill cometo a trueknowledgeof theLord. This truth is givento
usin verse28, ‘For He will finish thework, andcut it short in righteousnessbecausea
short work wil l theLord makeupontheearth.’

We need to turn over to Isaiah10:22-23to find that particular referencefrom where
this is taken,andyouwill seethattheword ‘ remnant’ appearsin theOld Testament.We
readfrom verse20 just to get thewhole context, ‘ It shallcometo passin that day,that
theremnantof Israel,andsuch asareescapedof thehouseof Jacob,shallnomoreagain
stay uponhim thatsmotethem;but shallstayupontheLord, theHoly Oneof Israel, in
truth. Theremnantshall return,eventheremnantof Jacob,untothemighty God. For
thoughThy people Israelbeas thesand of thesea, yet a remnantof themshall return:
theconsumption decreedshall overflow with righteousness. FortheLord GOD of hosts
shall make a consumption,evendeterminedin themidstof all the land.’
Here then areverses,where this thoughtof a remnant beingbroughtto knowtheLord,

is mentioned,the versesfrom which Paul quoted in Romans9. If you go back to
Romans9, and look thenat thenext verse, Paul hasbroughtin anotherquotation from
Isaiah. It is Romans9:29, ‘And asEsaiassaid before, ExcepttheLord of Sabaothhad
left usa seed, we hadbeenas Sodoma,andbeenmadelike untoGomorrha.’ We need
to go to Isaiah 1:9 to find that promisehere quoted.
So,with regardto gathering in of theGentiles,Paultook onequotation out of Hosea,

but concerning the remnant that are to be saved, he gavetwo quotations,one from
Isaiah10,andthesecondfrom Isaiah1:9,‘ExcepttheLORD of hostshath left usavery
small remnant, we should havebeen as Sodomand we shouldhavebeen like unto
Gomorrah.’ So, thereis mentionof the promisethat the remnantis to be savedfrom
amongtheJews andGod is being faithful and consistentto His promises.

We go back to Romans9:29andseethat it is not theword ‘ remnant’that appears in
thatverse, but it is theword ‘seed.’Theword ‘ remnant’is in Isaiah1:9,but in Romans
9 it says,'ExcepttheLord of Sabaothhadleft usa seed.’ We are to understandthata
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remnant is being referredto there. It is the remnantof the seed that would have been
retained fromayear’s harvest for thesowingof thenext harvest. Eachyeartherewould
havebeen someseedthatwould havebeenkept back. It would not havebeencrushed
andbruised and the flour obtained from it. That is what is in view herein theuseof
the term that Paul employedin Romans9:29 where he wrote, ‘Except the Lord of
Sabaothhad left usaseed,wehadbeenasSodoma, andbeen madelike untoGomorrha.
God is going to keepa people. He is going to savea remnant. Thepromisesof God
areindeedgoingto befulfille d.

In saving this remnant of Paul’s brethren,
God is Executing the Purposeof His Grace

There is a remnantthat is goingto besavedaccording to thepromises. Romans11:5
tells us, ‘Even so then at this present time also there is a remnantaccording to the
election of grace.’ When theLord saves this remnant,He is going to beexecuting the
purposeof His grace. This remnant is madeof sinners, andHe will dealwith themin
exactly the same way asHe does with anyoneelse amongHis people. They will not
besaved by works. Theywill notbesavedbecauseof whothey are. Theywill besaved
by grace.

They havemanyprivileges,asPaul highlighted in Romans2 andalso in chapter 9.
You have thosewords,‘The adoption,andtheglory, andthecovenants,andthegiving
of the law, and theservice of God,and thepromises.’ Theyhad all this, but that is not
going to bethemeansby which they will besaved. This remnantis goingto besaved
on thegroundsof freeandsovereigngracebestowed throughChrist,andthroughChrist
alone.

This remnant is going to cometo a savingknowledgeof JesusChrist. Themercyof
God, that will sparea remnant, will bring individualsto faith in Christ. That is what
God’s saving mercy always does. It doesnot bring sinners part of the way. It brings
themall of theway. It bringsthemright throughto thatplacewheretheyaregoing to
bein unionwith Christ andhaveHis righteousnessthat is imputedby faith.
We think not just how they aregoingto besaved,but whenthatwill be. Romans11:5

says,‘Even sothenat thispresent timealso,thereis a remnant accordingto theelection
of grace.’ There is goingto bea remnantsaved,and Paul is a very prominentexample
of that remnant, being one savedby grace, somebodywho was set in his ways,
determined that his righteousnesswas going to be by the law, andthencoming to an
understanding, by the grace of God working in his life, that his righteousness was
worthless,andthatheneededtherighteousnesswhich is by faith.
Paul was a living embodiment of this,but hewasnot theonly one. Therewereothers

whoat thattime,andfrom then right ondownto today,from amongtheJews,who have
been andare being broughtto this knowledgeof savingfaith in JesusChrist. TheLord
will haveHis people.

There is another day yet to comewhen a remnantwill be saved. Turn over to 1
Corinthians15 andnoticewhat Paul says abouthimself . I havesaid that he wasan
example of this comingto a knowledgeof the righteousnessthat is by faith, but Paul
was conscious aboutsomethingconcerninghis own conversion. In 1 Corinthians 15,
thestatement is madein verse4 thatChristwasburiedandthat He roseagainthe third
day accordingto theScriptures. Then in verses5-7 is a list of individualsor groupswho
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sawChrist risenfrom thedead.
Comedownto 1 Corinthians15:8,‘And lastof all Hewasseen of mealso.’ Paul could

have stoppedthesentence there. He hadmet the risenChrist on theDamascusRoad.
He later said thiswasoneof theproofsof hisapostleship,becauseto beanapostle, you
hadto haveseen therisenChrist. In 1 Corinthians9:1,heusesthatasanargumentfor
his apostleship.

Notice what headded, ‘Last of all He wasseenof mealso,asof onebornout of due
time.’ Paul wasbringing in this thoughtabouthow hewassaved,andthe fact thathe
wasa pictureof this remnant asto how theywill besaved. Onebornout of duetime
is not onebornafter his time. That is not what hasbeensuggested.Thatis whatmany
people take that portion to be. Maybe someof them do it to take them away from
having to faceup to what theLord will doonedaywith Israel nationally. In themargin
of areferenceBible,against thosewordsin verse8, ‘onebornoutof duetime,’ youwill
find an alternative translation which says‘an abortive.’ It is actually the word from
which weget ‘abortion.’ Paulwassaying, ‘I wasbornasan abortive.’ It wasnotabout
hiscomingto Christafter theSaviourhadascended to heaven andthathewasbornlate.
That is not what Paul was saying,but that he was born before his time. He was a

picture of what is yet to cometo pass,an illustration of how God is going to savea
remnantfrom amongtheJewsin a futureday.
We know from Zechariahthat there will bea remnantbecausetwo-thirdsof themwill

perish,and a third thatwill bepreserved. That remnantis going to look to Christ. The
grace of God will bring them to a savingknowledgeof Christ. They will look upon
Him whomtheyhavepiercedin theday of Hiscoming,andtheywill besavedby grace.
Is that not what is referredto by theSaviour in Matthew24:22?– ‘Except thosedays

shouldbeshortened,there shouldno fleshbesaved, but for theelect’ssakethosedays
shall be shortened.’ Suchwill be the intensity of great tribulation at that time, that
unlesstheLord curtails thedays,no fleshwill besaved.All wouldperish. Suchwould
betherageof their enemies. We seesomething of that todayin therageof thosewho
are the enemiesof Israel. The Scripturesaysthat if thosedaysare not shortened,no
flesh would be saved,but for the elect’s sake, thosedays shall be shortenedbecause
there is goingto bea remnant saved.
There is a remnantbeingsaved today. As theLord is gatheringin theGentiles,He is

alsogathering in a remnant from amongtheJews,but thenthereis cominganotherday
whenHe is going to savethenation. He is goingto shorten thosedaysof tribulationso
that remnant are preserved and they are going to look to Him. That will be the
fulfilmentof 1 Corinthians15:8,wherePaul saidhewasoneborn outof duetime. His
conversionexperienceof thenewbirth andcomingto faith in Christis apictureof what
will yet happenin a futureday, whenthatremnantwill mostcertainlybesaved.
We are thankful to the Lord for His mercies. We do not deserve His mercies. As we

have been thinking earlier, we deserve His wrath,but God is a God of mercy, andHe
bestowsmercy. It isnot somethingto beproudabout. It is somethingthathumblesus,
that God would havemercy on you andme, saveus, bring us to Christ. That is not
something of which to boast,but is something for which we shouldthankthe Lord –
thatHe ever hadmercyon usand broughtusto a knowledgeof Himself.

_____________________________________________________________________
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Chr ist – Israel’s Stumbling-Stone
This section thatwe want to considerbeginswith a question in Romans9:30, ‘What

shall we saythen?’ In other words,havingconsidered the thingsthat he hadalready
been intimating in this chapter, namely,thatwhich had transpiredwith theJewswasin
perfect harmony with theScripturesof truth, Paulis asking,what conclusionswill we
reach?

This question is all the more important given the fact that there was going to be a
peoplesaved from amongthe Gentiles. This promiseof God to savea remnant from
amongtheLord’s ancient peopleis accordingto His Word.
As we read on into this 30th verse, we discoverthat ‘ theGentiles,which followed not

after righteousness,have attained to righteousness,even the righteousnesswhich is of
faith.’ Here is oneconclusion to which Paulcame as a result of what the Lord had
promisedin His Word,namely, theGentileswho havenot followedafterrighteousness
haveattained to righteousness, even to the righteousness which is of faith, the true
righteousness. TheLord hadpromisedin His Word, thatamongtheGentiles,who had
little privilege and little knowledge, the Lord was going to work sovereignly by His
grace and throughHis Spirit, and they were going to attain unto that righteousness
which is by faith.

There is anotherconclusionthat we are to draw, this time from verse31, ‘But Israel,
which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of
righteousness.’ Paul’s conclusionthis timeis thatIsrael, privilegedasthey were,having
been given theoraclesof God, ‘to whompertaineththeadoption,andtheglory, andthe
covenants, andthegiving of the law, and theservice of God,andthepromises: whose
are the fathers, andof whom asconcerning the flesh Christ came,’even though they
followed after the law of righteousness,they had not attainedto it. They had these
privileges; they were taught thesethings; the prophetswere sent to them; the Lord
Himself came and lived amongthem and taught them, yet for all this they had not
attained to this law of righteousness. They had not come to know this true
righteousness.
Theseare theconclusionsto which youandI haveto comeasaresultof what hasbeen

said in the previous versesregarding the promises of God andHis Word – the people
who did not seekafter righteousness had attained righteousnessand thosewho were
seeking after a righteousnesshadnot attaineda righteousnessbeforeGod.

Having come to these conclusions, Paul has then introducedanother question,
‘Wherefore?’ (verse32), Paul wasasking,‘What is theexplanationfor this?’ Thereis
oneexplanation alreadygiven. Thesethingshavehappenedaccordingto thepromises
of theWord of God. Is there any further explanationthat can be given asto why this
has comeabout,that thepeoplewho havenot soughtafter this justifying righteousness
have attainedit andthepeoplewho havesoughtafter this justifying righteousnesshave
not attainedit?

We can go a stepfurther andthis bringsus to the subject that we want to consider,
Israel have stumbled and fallen. JesusChrist is a stumbling-stoneto Israel,evento
thosewhowereseekingafter arighteousness. Wearetold thereasonfor this in Romans
9:32, ‘They soughtit not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they
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stumbled at that stumbling-stone.’ Herein is the explanation. Here is why the
conclusionset out beforeusin verses30 and31 is true. This peoplehavesoughtafter
a righteousness,but they did not seekit in the right place. Theydid not seekit in the
right way. Rather,‘They stumbledat that stumbling-stone.’That stumbling-stoneis
JesusChrist.

Chr ist wasProphesiedto be a Stumbling-Stoneto the Jews.
Paul quoted the Old Testament Scriptures to supportthis point, ‘As it is written,

Behold,I lay in Sion a stumbling-stoneandrock of offence:andwhosoeverbelieveth
on Him shall not beashamed’(verse33).

Paul often resorted to the Scripturesand to what God hadsaid in His Word in Old
Testament times. He was a manof theWord. Being a Phariseeof thePhariseesanda
Hebrew of theHebrews, hewould have memorisedvastportionsof theWord of God,
theOld Testament, astheScriptureswere to him at thatparticular time. TheScriptures
were really at his fingertips. He hadsuch a knowledgeof theWord of Godasis seen
fromthefact that,oftenin hiswritings,hequotedtheOld Testament.His writingswere
full of Old Testament quotations and Old Testamentargumentsand Old Testament
illustrations. The Word of God had such a hold upon him because he had such a
knowledgeof it. He wasalways resortingto theScriptures.
‘What saith theScripture?’is astatementthathemakesearlierin theBookof Romans.

It was not Paul’s own thinking that mattered. It was not what learning he had that
mattered. It was not even what he had gatheredfrom the other apostles that was
important. Whatwasimportantwas what God hadto sayin His Word.
Paul had aconviction that whatGodsaid in His Word wouldcometo passjustasGod

hadsaid. That is a conviction we would do well to havetoday. WhatGod saysin His
Word wil l cometo pass, comewhatmay. We do not haveto try to explainit awayor
to water it down in someway or to taketheedgeoff it, makingit morecomfortableor
more acceptable to this dayand agein which we live. We can takeHis Word asit is,
knowing what God has said is going to come to pass. There are any numberof
examples of what God hassaid that was literally fulfilled and that is how we are to
understandtheScriptures.
To somebodywho triesto say thattheScripturesarenotgoingto befulfilled in future

time, asthey havebeenin the past, the question to presentis, ‘Whenexactly did we
crossover that linefrom Godfulfilling thingsliterally in thepastto where it might not
be thecasefor thatwhich is going to happenin the future? Where did we crossover
the line? Where did that changecometo pass?’ You never find in the Word of God
about that point of time.
Some think thereis a warrantfor takinga different understandingof how God’sWord

is going to be fulfil led, just becausethe fulfi lment of somepromisesis yet future;but
we are to takeGod’sWord as it stands.

Paul here resorted,asheoftendid, to theOld Testamentto establish thepoint which
he was saying. He explained why it was that a people who had sought after
righteousness,hadnot attained it. How could that possiblybe? How could that ever
come to pass? PaulshowedthattheScriptureshavetheanswer.He did not try to find
someexplanation or comeup with somereasoningof his own mind andintellect. He
simply said the explanationfor it was in theWord of God. God hasexplainedin His
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Word why Israel’s stumbling hadcometo pass.
Thequotation in verse33 is thejoining together of two Old Testamentportionsout of

thesameBookof theBible. Wego to Isaiah8:14,‘And Heshall befor asanctuary: but
for a stoneof stumbling andfor a rock of offenceto boththehousesof Israel,for a gin
andfor a snare to the inhabitantsof Jerusalem.’ You see that part of Romans9:33 is
foundin Isaiah 8:14 – thewords,‘a stoneof stumblinganda rock of offence.’

Another part of the quotation given in Romans9:33 is Isaiah28:16,‘Therefore thus
saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundationa stone,a tried stone, a
preciouscorner stone,a sure foundation:he that believeth shall not makehaste.’ It is
from here that we obtainthelatter part of thequotationfrom in Romans9:33. We join
together two portions out of the Old Testament– Isaiah8:14 andIsaiah28:16. Both
theseportionshavethethoughtof thestumbling-stonepresent, andthere is this partof
thequotation at theend, ‘He that believeth shall not make haste;’ or he that ‘believeth
… shall not beashamed’(asit is in Romans9:33).
TheScripture explainsthestumbling-stone. We shouldalso takein Isaiah8:15. This

ties in with verse 14, already mentioned,which draws our attentionto the stone of
stumbling and the rock of offence. This next verse,Isaiah8:15, amplifies the matter
even further. It says,‘A nd many amongthem shall stumble, andfall, andbe broken,
andbe snared, andbe taken.’ This might explainwhy Simeonusedthe wordsthat he
did (Luke2), on thatoccasionwhen theSaviourwas takento theTempleby His earthly
parents for the dedicationof the child. Simeon, that old man who waited for the
consolationof Israel, took that infant in hisarmsandrejoicedbeforeGod. It says,‘And
Simeonblessed them, andsaiduntoMary His mother, Behold,this child is setfor the
fall and rising againof many in Israel; andfor a signwhich shallbespokenagainst.’

Simeon was emphasisingthat many are going to stumbleandfall. Christ is going to
bea stumbling-block, not just for a few amongGod’sancientpeople,theJews. Christ
is set to causemanyto stumble. This is what we observe in Isaiah8:15, ‘And many
amongthem shallstumble,and fall, and bebroken,andbesnared,andbetaken.’
Theemphasisisonthemany. ‘Many’ aregoing to stumble.Wearethinkinghereabout

theancient people of God, theJews, but it appliesgenerally in society aswell. Many
stumbleat Christ today. They seenobeautyin Him that theyshoulddesireHim. There
isnot,to them, anattractivenessaboutJesusChrist. TheScripturesgivetheexplanation
why this will happen.TheJewsstumbled at every aspect of who Christwas.

They stumbled at His entrance into theworld, His poorparentage,themannerof His
birth, the place of His upbringing, His perceived lack of education. Remember they
said, ‘How knoweth thismanletters,having neverlearned?’ In otherwords,Hehasnot
been to any of the great rabbinical schoolsof Jerusalem. How can He teach in this
fashion? How doesHe know somuch? How canHe quotetheLaw andspeak of the
Law andexplain theLaw andillustratetheLaw? Hehasnotbeento anyof theseplaces
of learning. They stumbled at His meanness,His lowlinessof birth and entranceinto
the world. They stumbledat His appearance, how He dressed, the companythat He
kept, thepeoplewith whomHe associated.You know thetaunt thatwasoftendirected
towardsHim thatHewouldassociatewith publicansandsinners. ThePhariseesderided
and rebuked Him for this. They stumbledat His teaching. They stumbledat His
miracles. They stumbledat theobscurityof His kingdom,asthey lookeduponit. All
thesethings were stumbling-stones and the meansof tripping up the Jews at that
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particular time.
They stumbled at His exodusfrom the world. The crossbecamea stumbling-stone.

Theycould not seehow their Messiahcould hangon a tree,particularly whentheLaw
said, ‘cursediseveryonethathangeth onatree.’ They couldnotreconcile, in theirmind
and understanding, His death, His burial and His rising againfrom the dead. They
could not see that thesufferingshadto comebefore theglory.
Even thosewho did follow JesusChriststumbled at this orderto somedegree. It was

only afterwardsthatPeter hada far clearervisionof it, and in hiswritingsheplainly set
theorder right whenhesaidthesufferingshadto comebefore theglory (1 Peter 1:11).
When Christ wasput to deathand was buried, eventhoughHe had told themthatHe

wasgoing to riseagainon thethird day, theydid notbelieveit. Theywereunbelieving.
Whenthe womencame and told thosedisciples, ‘ their wordsseemedto themasidle

tales’ (Luke 24:11). That word from which we obtain the translation,‘idle tales,’ is
actually amedical termthat suggestsdelirium. ‘You aredelirious,’ iswhatthedisciples
weresaying to thewomen. ‘Your mindshavebeen affected in someparticularway, and
you are not speakingcorrectly, and you arenot thinking straight.’ That is how much
theystumbledat theLord Jesus.
Only whentheSaviourcameandopenedtheir understandingand gavethema clearer

vision than they had ever had before, did they understand that the sufferings had to
come before the glory. Later on, when Peterwas writing about thosethingshe could
statethat clearly. Thenheunderstoodit, but there wasa time whenhedid not seeit as
clearly as hedid then. Many stumbledat Christ. TheScripturesteachusthat this was
goingto bethecase.

Think upontheword ‘stone.’ It is mentioned in Romans9:32andagainin verse33,
‘a stumbling-stone.’ TheOld Testamentword for ‘stone’ has threeletters in it, but there
aresomeweaklettersin theHebrew language.Therearetwo in particular. Oneof them
appears in theword for ‘stone.’ If you were to dropout that weakletter,you would be
left with theword ‘Ben.’ which is oneof theOld Testamentwordsfor ‘son.’ You can
ask yourself the question,which son did Israel reject? Which son did they stumble
over? Wasit Isaac?Wasit David? Wasit Moses?Wasit anyof theothers?Or anyone
in Old Testamenthistorythat you careto mention? Overwhich sondid Israelstumble
sothey would notaccept?It wasJesusof Nazareth. HewastheSonthattheystumbled
over, ‘thestone.’ It states in Matthew21:42,‘Jesussaith untothem,Did ye neverread
in theScriptures,Thestonewhich thebuildersrejected,thesameis becomethehead of
thecorner: this is theLord’s doing,andit is marvellousin our eyes?’ TheSaviourwas
quoting theOld Testament,from Psalm118. He was speaking aboutthe‘stone’which
thebuilders rejectedandalso the‘son’ which thebuilders rejected. Again,which ‘son’
did Israel reject? Theystumbled at Jesusof Nazareth,theOnewho came,proclaiming
and demonstrating thatHe wastheir Messiah.
It wasnot thatHe justcameandmadeaclaimandtheycouldrejectit asunwarranted.

He declared that He was the Son of God. He declared it throughHis miraclesand
throughHiswordsandthroughthewitnessof JohntheBaptist. In theGospelaccording
to John,He listsall thosetestimonies that were givento Him which authenticated that
He wasindeedtheSon of God. He was their Messiah,but theyrejectedHim. He was
the‘stone’ which thebuildersrejected. He wasthe‘son’ which theywould not have.
It was prophesiedthat this would happen.This explainstheconclusionthatPaulhad
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reached. Remember, the Gentiles who did not seek after righteousnesshaveattained
that righteousness. Israel, which followed after righteousness, had not attained that
righteousness. How could thatever be? It wasprophesied that theywould stumble at
Christ, their Messiah.

Without JesusChrist there is no justifying righteousness.
Thesecondthing taughtin theseverses,andin thestart of chapter10, thatI wantyou

to consider, is thatwithout JesusChrist thereis no justifying righteousness.
If you look at chapter10:4, ‘For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to

everyonethatbelieveth.’ Why is it thatJesusChrist is so important? Without Him we
haveno justifying righteousness.

We needa justifying righteousness. Theonly way to haveacceptancebeforeGod is
by a justifying righteousness. It cannotbea righteousnessof our own, becausethat is
worthlessand is not acceptable before God. We need therighteousnessof another. We
need adivinerighteousness. That is whatJesusChrist cameto provide. Wearetold this
in Romans10:4, ‘Christ is theendof thelaw for righteousness.’ Christhasfulfi lled the
Law. This righteousnessis provided by obedience. Righteousnessis alwaysprovided
by obedience. You and I cannot perfectly obey. That is why we do not have a
righteousnessof our own. We are sinners,we have comeshortof His glory. We break
His Law in thoughtandword and deed daily by sinsof omissionand commission. We
cannot ever providea righteousnessfor ourselves. No individual evercanor everwill.
We can never rendera perfect obedience to God’s Law becausewe are sinners.

This fact doesnot take away from the truth that a justifying righteousnessis a
righteousnessthatis built uponobedienceto God’sLaw. Sohowdowereconcile those
things? I cannotprovidea righteousnessfor myself by my obedience. Neithercanyou
provide a righteousnessfor yourself through your obedience. Yet God requires a
righteousnessthat is established uponperfect obedience.
How do we reconcile thosethings? Theyare reconciledin thepersonof JesusChrist.

He ‘i s theend of the law for righteousness…’ By His perfect obedienceHe provided
a righteousness. That is why His perfect life is just asimportantas His atoningdeath.
We can consider His life and His death separately, but both of them are equally
important in thematter of salvation. His atoningdeath removesthecurseof sin;butHis
sinlesslife is important becausetherebyHe establishesa righteousnessfor you andme,
by His perfect obedience.
Think whattestimonywas borneto His sinlessness,His perfect obedience.Petersaid

in his epistles,He ‘did no sin,neitherwas guile foundin His mouth.’ Also think about
thoseof His enemieswhoattestedto Christ’sperfect righteousness. Judas Iscariot said,
‘I have betrayedthe innocent blood.’ If there wasever a manwho would havefound
solace for his conscience, if hecouldhave hadonegrain of thoughtthatsomehow the
Onewhomhesold to theRomanswas indeed guilty, JudasIscariot wasthatman. Yet
hecast thethirty piecesof silverdownon thefloor of theTemple andlamented,‘I have
betrayedtheinnocentblood.’ In otherwords,there is no fault in this individual.
Pilatesaid anumberof times,‘I find nofault in thisman.’ WhenPilateheardthatJesus

of Nazareth was from Galilee, he sent Him to Herod, who was in Jerusalemat that
particular time, thinking that he could excuse himself from making a decision and
insteadget Herodto makethedecision. Herodexamined Christ,sentHim backto Pilate
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andsaid, ‘I find no fault in this man.’
TheScripture attests to Christ’sabsoluteperfect righteousness. He perfectly obeyed

in all things. That is absolutely important, becausehere is where a righteousnessfor
you and me was established, by JesusChrist’s perfect obedience. That is the
righteousnesswith which He clothes sinners, a righteousnessthat is imputedto us by
faith. Christ earnedthat righteousnessby His obedience. So whenwe cometo think
aboutChrist being theendof the law, He mostcertainly is. Hereis why this is all so
important, there is noother righteousnessexcept thatwhichcomesfrom Christ’sperfect
obedience.

The Jews may indeedhavethe oracles of God, they may havethe adoptionand the
glory andthecovenantsandthegiving of theLaw andtheserviceandthepromisesand
thefathers;Christ mayhavecomefrom theJewsby His descentasto His human nature,
but for all this they do not havea justifying righteousness becausethey stumbledat
Christ, theOnewho rendered a perfectobedience.

They were estrangedfrom God becausethey were estrangedfrom Christ, who
providedthe righteousnessneededto find acceptance before God. They stumbled at
Him, and they rejected Christ. As a result of rejecting Christ, they have no
righteousness.

Paul stated in chapter10:3, ‘They being ignorant of God’s righteousness,andgoing
about to establish their own righteousness,havenot submittedthemselves unto the
righteousnessof God.’ Thatis very true. Theyweregoingaboutto establishtheir own
righteousnesson thebasisof theLaw. EvenPaulsoughtto do that. Paulsaidthathis
own estimation of his life prior to his conversion was that touchingthe Law, he was
blameless. Nobodycould fault him. Nobody,he thought,couldpoint out anythingin
which hehad come short. He had a self-righteousness,and hewasconvincedthatthat
righteousnesswassufficient for him to stand before God. Soit is with theJews today.
They think thesame. Theydo not seethat theyneeda Saviour. Theydo not seethat
they need a Messiah who suffered andprovideda righteousnessfor them. Thoseof
themthat are religiousthink thatif they obeyandfollow theLaw, thatwill besufficient
to gain themacceptancebefore God. It will not besufficient!

Here is the consequenceof stumblingat Christ. We loseany hopeof obtainingthat
righteousnesswhich we need. JohnNewtonwas correct whenhepennedthosewords,
‘What think yeof Christ is thetest, to try bothyourstateandyourscheme.You cannot
beright in therestunlessyou think rightly of Him. As Jesusappearsin your view, as
He is beloved or not, soGodis disposedto you and mercy or wrath is your lot.’ What
think ye of Christ? That is all important.

The righteousnessthat the Pharisees andscribeshad was useless. The Savioursaid
that. In Matthew5:20, ‘He said,I say untoyou,exceptyour righteousnessshallexceed
therighteousnessof thescribesandPharisees,yeshall in nocaseenter into thekingdom
of heaven.’ A righteousnessthat exceeds that of the scribesandPhariseesis needed.
They stumbled at Christ,andin stumblingat Christ, they lost any prospectof having
therighteousnesswhich theyneed. Thatdoesnot stopthem from goingaboutseeking
to attain thatrighteousness.Paul indicatesto usthat theydo,but theyhavemissed the
truerighteousness,theonly righteousness.Theyare ‘ignorant,’hesaysin chapter10:3,
‘of God’s righteousness.’ They are ignorantof it, they do not know it, becausethey
have stumbled at the One in whom that righteousnessis found. Yet they go about
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seeking to establishtheir own righteousness,but they have not submittedthemselvesto
therighteousnesswhich is of God.

It is a divine righteousnessthat we need. We know that oneof thosetitles for Jesus
Christ isJehovahTsidkenu,THE LORD OURRIGHTEOUSNESS.Christis theendof
thelaw for righteousness.And withoutHim, wedonothavea justifying righteousness.
Those who stumble at Christ, be they Jew or Gentile, and have no justifying

righteousnesswill beexposed to God’swrath. If wedonothavearighteousness,asGod
looksuponus,we are underHis wrath and condemnation.

It is only thosewho havetheir faith in Chr ist who will never be ashamed.
I want to takeyou back to that last phraseof chapter 9. Again it is a quotation from

theOld Testament, from Isaiah28:16.
We take, fi rstly, the wording in Romans9:33, which says,‘Whosoeverbelievethon

Him shall not beashamed.’Therewill besomewho will not believe on Christ. They
stumbleat Him. Theyreject Him; but thereareotherswhowill believeonHim. It says,
that theindividual who doesbelieve on Him shallnever ‘beashamed.’

That phrase occursagain in chapter10:11, in quick succession. It also appears in
Peter’s writing. In 1 Peter 2:6, Peter quotesthat sameverse that Paul quotes from
Isaiah, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,elect precious.’ Petersays,or at least
the English translationof what Peter wrote, ‘he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded’– adifferentEnglishword. If you look at themargin in yourBible, against
Romans 9:33, you will seethe word ‘ashamed’, has the word ‘confounded.’ It is the
sameword thatPeter used.
Isaiah 28:16 is thereference in Isaiah from wherethequotationis taken. Theprophet

saysthat if you believe,you ‘shall not make haste.’ Paul saysthat if you believeyou
shall not be ashamed. Peter says if you believe, you ‘shall not be confounded.’
Substantially, they all contain the same ideaand it is this, if we rest on Christ for our
justifyingrighteousness,wewill neverbe‘ashamed’or ‘confounded.’ Thereis notonly
thethoughtof shameanddishonourthat is obviousin thosewords,but thereis alsothe
thoughtof confusionandcontortionof thebodyandthemindthat liesbehindthat word.
What wil l it meanto discoverthatwhat youhavebeentrustingin is nothingmorethan

a refugeof lies? What mustthat day be like? There are peoplewho areungodly,but
theyare trusting in something.They haveno thoughtof God,they haveno timefor any
religion, never mind Bible religion. They haveno time for the Sonof God, but they
believein something. Having no time for the thingsof God is a conclusionto which
theyhave come becausethey are trustingin something;but whatmustit besomeday to
discover, to your eternalconsternation, thatwhatwasbelievedandwhatwasheld to is
nothingmorethanarefugeof lies. Wewill beashamed andconfounded,even confused,
to thecontortion of soul andmind andbody. That is thethoughtthat is presentedto us
here in this clause.
Thenext verseof Isaiah 28 suggeststhis thoughtto us,verse17, ‘Judgment alsowill

I lay to the line, andrighteousnessto the plummet:andthe hail shall sweepaway the
refugeof lies, andthe watersshall overflow the hiding place.’ Therearepeople who
think that what theyare trustingis thetruth. Theyhaveno time for religion,no time for
Christ, no time for theBible, no time for His Word, His Law, His Day; no time for any
of thosematters. Theyare goingto discoversomeday that they are trustingin a refuge
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of lies.
Thewatersshalloverflow theirhidingplace. Sometimeswehearastory on thenews,

maybe along thoselines, somebody is trappedsomewhere in rising water, and the
consternation thatthis dawning reali ty bringsto them. Theconsciousness,asthewater
is rising, that theyaretrapped. Theythink ‘Where amI goingto go? How amI going
to get out? Eventuallythe water will go abovemy head.’ That is the picture that is
presentedto ushere in Isaiah28:17. They are goingto beashamed.Theyaregoingto
be confounded, to usethese termsin the New Testament,becausethey are going to
discoverwhattheyhavebeen trustingin isnothingbutapackof lies. Theywill realise
they have been deceived.Evenworse,theyhave deceived themselvesandtheir hopes
wil l bewashed away.

There are going to be multitudeslike that, Jew and Gentile, who are going to be
ashamed. and confounded, but not the person who is trusting in Christ. That is the
assurance here in Romans9, and in Peteraswell. Theassurance here is thatwhoever
believeson Christ, be they Jewor Gentile, they arenever going to beashamed,never
going to be broughtto confusion,never going to be broughtto that placewhere they
discover eternal consternation,that what they have trustedin is a failure andall their
hopeshavecome crashing down. Thatwill never happen.
With this, I conclude,‘He that believethshall not make haste.’Thepersontrustingin

Christ is not going to be forced to flee. Now again,the Scripturetells us that on that
day when Christappears therearethosewhoaregoingto flee. Thekingsandthegreat
men andtherich menandthecaptainsandthemightymenandthebondmen,every free
man, are going to flee and hide in the densand the rocksof the mountains.They are
going to call uponthemountainsto fall uponthemandhidethemfrom thefaceof Him
that sits upon the throne(Revelation 6:15-16). On that day, they aregoing to make
haste. They are goingto flee.

That will not beso for thepersonwho is trustingin Christ. If we haveChristasthe
basis of our righteousness,we are not going to bemadeto flee. In fact, it will be the
very opposite. For what is the picture that is presentedto us in Scriptureof the
individuals trusting in Christ? They are to look upward for their redemptionhas
appeared. Theywill nothave to flee. Theywill notbebroughtto confusion.Theywill
not beashamedof whatthey have believed.They will not discoveron thatday to their
eternalconsternation,all theirhopeswerefalse. No, theyaregoingto discover, thatday
more thanany day,their hopeis sure,for their hopehasbeenbuilt on nothinglessthan
Jesus’blood and righteousness.They will not haveto make haste. That is what it is
not to stumble at Christ. What a gloriousday thatwill be,not to flee,not to run,not to
beafraid, not to call uponthemountains to fall onusandcoverusandhideusfrom the
Onethathas come,but rather, to look up, for our redemptionhas appeared. Christwill
have come.

_____________________________________________________________________

Breaking Off, Grafting and Re-grafting
Turn to Romans11,whichis agreatportion of Holy Scripture;butall Scriptureis great

becausegivenby inspirationof God. Thebrief I wasgivenwasRomans11:12-25with
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thesubject of ‘breakingoff, grafting,andre-grafting.’ Weneed thattheLord would take
thescalesoff our eyes and helpusto seetheplain thingsthatare taught. We believeif
God means it, He will say it, and what He says, He means. That is one of the key
conceptsof hermeneutical principleto whichwemustcomeasweconsidertheprecious
Word of God.

Frederick theGreatwastheKing of Prussiafrom theyear 1740, until his deathsome
46 years later, in 1786. He was famousfor manyreasonsbut he is knownin particular
asasceptic of theteachingof God’sWord, theHoly Scripture. Frederick theGreatwas
nominally aProtestantbecauseit suitedhispolitical alliances;but in reality hehadvery
little time for anything by way of religion. He wasgreatly influenced by the writings
of that famousinfidel, Voltaire; but, in a now famousdiscussion on Scripture, with his
chaplain, a faithful man of God, Frederick challengedhim to give, in few words,
unquestionable proof that the Bible is true, that it is theWord of God. Af ter taking a
moment to consider,hischaplain replied, ‘The Jew.’ Thatwasagoodanswer. Wethink
of the history that we know about the Jew. The continuedexistenceof the Jewasa
distinct race of peoplefor thelast 4,000years proves, it attests, it shouts,it screamsto
theunconditionalcovenantpromises of Godthat He gaveto Abram.
Throughoutthecenturies theJewshaveoutlivedall theothercivilizationsandempires

thattried to assimilatethem into themselves,or, in manycases,to eliminatethem. The
Egyptians, the Assyrians,the Babylonians,the Persians,the Greeks as well as the
Romans subjugatedIsrael,but no onehasbeen able to destroythem;andno one ever
will. Despite centuries of opposition,enslavement, discrimination,scattering,and
genocide, theJews flourish all over theworld. Theyare often a blessingto thenations
in which they reside. They have always remained a distinct race of people, no matter
where they settled. In World War II, Nazi Germanybroughtabout thedeathof around
six mill ion Jews in murderousgenocide. That is now known as‘the Holocaust.’ Yet
todayfinds them thriving asa people, in spiteof rising anti-Semitism right acrossthe
world. Despite thefact thatJewsonly makeup around0.2%of theworld’s population,
theyhavesucceededin almostevery area in society. Oneexampleof thatis thefact that
of the700Nobel Prizesovertheyears,asmany as164havebeenawarded to Jews,even
though they only make up 0.2% of the world's population. 164 prizes have been
awardedto Jews for their ground-breakingdiscoveries andwork in whateverfield they
were involved. God’s promisewas that Israel would be a distinct people;and His
promisethat theywouldbeablessingto theGentile nationshasbeenrealisedtimeafter
time.

Our subject is Israel’sbreakingoff, grafting andre-grafting andI intendto keepas
closeto that asI possiblycan,soI havethethree points.

Breaking Off of Israel
We are thinking aboutthedispersionof theJewsandI prefacemy commentssaying

(this is important), God knowsexactly what He is doing. I praise God for that fact.
Noticewhat theapostlesaidin Romans11:11.

We firmly believe in a Triune God, who hasa plan andpurposein all things. Paul
penned thesewordsunderthe inspiration of theHoly Ghost,and it is essentialto think
aboutthem in their context. Contextis vital in anyconsiderationof Scripture. Thiswas
writtento a Gentile church, to thechurchof believers thatwere gatheredin Rome. The
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‘church’ is not bricks and mortar or physical things. It is God’s peopleand here it
consisted of thosewhoweregatheredin Rome. Earlierin this sameepistle,Paul wrote
that well -known verse,‘We know that all thingswork together for goodto themthat
love God, to themwho are thecalledaccording to His purpose’(8:28). Think of that
in the context of what we are considering, especially the words, ’all’ and ‘ the called
according to His purpose.’

Godhasa purposefor theJews. Godhasa purposein every detail for every oneof
us. We may not fully understandmany of thethingsthatwe readin God’sWord, those
purposes of God to which Romans 8:28 refers, but they are neverthelessthere. A
question for usis, Do we havefaith to believethatHe is? Do we havefaith to believe
that all thingsreally do work together for goodto themthat love God andarecalled
according to His purpose? Go back to thepassagethat we areconsidering(11:11).

It is remarkable that verses suchas 11 and 12 of this great chapter,showus that the
Lord uses what is seemingly,from our perspective, negativecircumstancesfor the
greater good. Look at verse11, ‘I say then, Have theystumbled thatthey shouldfall?’
Think of a stumble. If I amwalking and stumble oversomethingthat is lying around
my feet, thatdoesnot meanI am goingfully down. It meansthatI almostgo down. A
stumble is not ascomplete as a fall. In fact, you seetheway thewordsare framedin
verse11, ‘Have they (theJews)stumbled that theyshouldfall?’ Theanswer is, in the
words of Paul, and he could not useany stronger language, ‘God forbid: but rather
throughtheir fall salvationis comeuntotheGentiles.’ Look at how theLord usesthis
stumble for thegreatergood,for His plan, for His purposesthat shallnot bedissuaded.
Just think aboutwhatwereadthereat thevery heart of thatverse,thatthroughtheir fall,
salvation cameto theGentiles. Thatis somethingamazing, especially for us,aswell as
for Paul’s readers. Remember, hewaswriting to a Gentile church,thoseoutsidethat
Jewish nation.

In fact, we only haveto read the early chapters of Acts to seehow this all cameto
fruition. We have theaccountthere of how Jews wereconverted initially, but wanted
to addto the simplicity of the Gospel messagein order to makeit really palatableto
them, as Jews. Theywantedto makeit essentiallya gospelto theJews,not to spread
outwider to theGentilenations. Very simply, Godusedtheirbreaking-off asthemeans
by whichGentilessuchasyouandI mighthavetheGospeldeliveredto us. Remember
thosechapters in Acts, which tell how the early church met andhad to keepbringing
themessageback to thesimpleword and stopaddingthingsto it. In fact, that is what
thechurch has donethroughevery reformation eversince. TheReformers,in the16th
century came up with thosefive ‘solas’ becausethey believed in Christ, believedin
Scripture, believedin faith, believed in grace,believed in the glory of God. The sola
elementwassoimportant.Thechurchhadto keepcomingbackto thesimplicity of that
which theearly churchtaught.
So it waswith Israel. Theykept puttingtheir own conditionsin place, keptaddingto

the Gospel. In fact, evenChristian Jews were deliberately hesitantin allowing the
spreadof theGospelto theGentiles. If, humanly speaking,theGospelhadbeen kept
with theJews, it would havebeen a merely nationalreligion. Turn to 1 Thessalonians
2:15-16. Paul waswriting to thechurchat Thessalonica,andof course,hewroteashe
wasinspired by God but hewasspeaking of theJews‘who both killed theLord Jesus,
and their own prophets,andhavepersecutedus.’ Look atwhatit tellsusat thecloseof
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that verse and into the next, ‘And they pleasenot God, and are contrary to all men:
forbiddingusto speak to theGentiles that theymight besaved.’ Seehow theytried to
keep theGospelto themselves. Yet theapostletells us,andwe know throughhistory,
how they were cut off, brokenoff. In fact, becauseof theJews’ castingoff, theGospel
spreadlike wildfire to theGentilenations. For thatwe can saya hearty ‘A men.’
Charles Hodgesaid, ‘The Jews,eventhosewho wereprofessorsof Christianity were,

in the first place, very slow to allow theGospelto bepreached to theGentiles;and in
the second, they appearalmost uniformly to have desired to clog the gospel with
ceremonial observancesof thelaw. Thiswasoneof thegreatesthindrancesof thecause
of Christ during the apostolic age,and would, in all human probability, havebeena
thousand-fold greater had the Jewsasa nation embracedthe Christian faith. On both
thesecounts the rejection of the Jews was incidentally a means of facilitating the
progressof the Gospel.’ By that, he meant into all the Gentile nations. That is what
Hodgesaid about thesubject of which we arethinking. To put it very simply, Godcut
off theJews, causedthemto stumblein orderto reachtheGentiles. Let meunderline
this truth onceagain to every one of us, as if there is any doubt within our minds
whatsoever, I wishto beabundantlyclear – God knows exactly whatHe is doing.
Whatanencouragementthat is for every believer. TheJews werebroken off, andnot

arbitrarily, but for their sin,which wasgreat, for therejectionof GodandHis law. God
cutoff theJewsbecausethey deservedevery singlething thathappenedandmuch more
besides. Look at Ezekiel36:17-20,‘Whenthehouseof Israel dwelt in their own land,
theydefiled it by their own way andby their doings.’ Look at verse18, ‘Wherefore I
poured My fury uponthemfor (becauseof) thebloodthatthey hadsheduponthe land,
andfor their idols wherewith theyhadpollutedit.’ They deservedeverything. In fact,
every oneof usdeservesnothingbut thewrath and curseof God. Theysinnedgreatly.
They were not just cut off becauseit was part of God’s plan, but because it was

deserved. Look at verse19, where God was speaking, in the first person,‘I scattered
themamongtheheathen,and they weredispersedthroughtheir countries:accordingto
their way and accordingto their doingsI judgedthem.’ It is so clear that they were
judgedfor their ownsin. Godknew exactlywhatHewasdoing,andGodknowsexactly
what He is doing now. Look at verse20, ‘When theyenteredinto theheathen,whither
theywent, theyprofanedMy holy name.’You can dothingsathomethatyoumightnot
get away with in public. They were judgedfor their sin. They profanedGod’s holy
name, even thoughtheywere amongsttheheathen. Evenin God’s judgmentfor their
sin, we can mark God’s grace andmercy toward them in preserving themand giving
thema future. God’spromises will standfor ever.

Again, Godknowsexactly what He is doing. Think of thegraceand mercyof God.
If we hadeven 1% of 1% of thewrath and cursethat is dueto us,we would be in hell
already, but for God’s grace and mercy. It spares us from what we rightly deserve.
Whenever God looks down He sees not my sin but He sees Christ’s imputed
righteousnesswhich is given to my account. I thank God for thework of His dear Son
thatavails for meandwill throughouteternity.

I thank Godfor His grace andfor His mercy. What is grace? Graceis gettingwhat
we do not deserve,all the goodthingsthat God affordsus. What is mercy? It is the
opposite sideof thesamecoin. It is not gettingwhat we do deserve;andGod’s grace
and mercy are met in Him at Calvary.
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Grafting of Gentiles
We moveon to think aboutthegrafting in of theGentiles. Think of whatwe readin

Romans11:11, andespecially thelastpart of thatverse.‘I saythen,Havethey stumbled
that they should fall? God forbid: but rather throughtheir fall salvation is comeunto
theGentiles,for to provokethemto jealousy.’ Look at thosewords,‘Salvation is come
unto theGentiles.’ Readon to verse19, andrememberthecontext. Paulwas writing
thisandhewasaJew;in fact, oneof themostJewishJews that youcouldcomeacross,
if I may put it that way, before the Lord revealedHimself to him and showedhim
exactly who hewas;andhere hewas writing to thechurchat Rome,a Gentile church.

He wassaying that the branches were brokenoff that theGentilebranches might be
graftedin. Wheneverwethink aboutthesubject of grafting in, it really humblesus. We
readthere in the next verses (20-21),‘Becauseof unbelief they were brokenoff, and
thoustandestby faith.’ Thatis whatthesechaptersareall about,theimportanceof that
gift of faith. ‘Be not highminded,but fear: for if Godsparednot thenatural branches,
(that is theJews), takeheed (thereis a warning) lestHe also spare not thee.’ In other
words,donotbeproud. This is acall for humil ity. This thoughtreally oughtto humble
usand makeussovery thankful.
It remindsme of thedoctrineof adoption. In adoption, a child whoseparentsarenot

fit to care and providefor thatchild; maybebecausetheyhavebeenkilled or for some
other reasonare not fit, so someoneelse,who doesnot haveto, takesin the child. I
understand that in UK law, an adoptedchild has morelegal rights thana natural child.
If you want, for whatever reason,to disinherit your naturalchild in your will , you have
everylegal right to do so. However, that is not the casewith an adoptedchild. It is
protected by the law of the land over and above your proper flesh and blood child.
Think abouttheil lustration. TheHoly Spirit wasteaching,throughPaul,by employing
thepicture of thathorticultural practice of grafting in anotherbranch,onethatwasnot
naturally there, onethat in manysenses did not deserveto be broughtinto that place.
Consider the blessingthat is associatedwith that. I do not know much aboutthese
things,and there may bepeopleherethatknow moreabouthorticulture thanI do; but
in grafting thesaplingor thebranchthatwouldotherwisebecutoff anddie, thatbranch
has all thebenefits becauseit is broughtin. It hasall thebenefitsof theparenttree. I
thank God that we, asGentiles, have that provision madefor us by God, for the fact
that we have beengrafted andadopted,we havebeen broughtinto the family of God
with all its associatedbenefits.

When the branchis grafted into the main body of the tree, that bond is tentative.
Initially, it has to be tied in and held in for physical strength. It musthavegreatcare
and attention for fearof it breaking off. Thecutshaveto beprecise, madewith hands
that knowwhat theyaredoing. It hasto beperformedwith great careandattention;but
after a very relatively shortperiodof time, maybeonly a few weeks,that bond is as
strong as if it grewtherenaturally. That is grafting in. In fact, it is a lovely pictureof
the Gentile believer beinggrafted into the very family of God. We do not deservea
single thing exceptGod’s eternal wrathandpunishment.He is holy. He is a just God
whomustseejusticedone. Thatis why Christ wentall theway to thecrossof Calvary.
Thatis why thewrathof GodwaspouredoutuponHim. Thatis why Hecriedin those
hoursof darkness,‘My God,My God,why hast ThouforsakenMe? Thatis theanswer
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given to that question in Isaiah, why did it pleasethe Fatherto bruiseHim? Because
when He looked downthepassageof time He would see thelikes of you and me. That
would bein His providential plan. RememberHe knowsexactly whatHe is doing. He
lookeddown thepassageof time andHe sawyou andI would begrafted in. Oh,what
a wonderful Saviour we have. What a wonderful plan of redemption wasplanned in
eternity past and performed in time. What a future prospectwe have as very real
members of God’sown family.

I usedto sing in a Gospelgroupthat wentaroundvariouschurchesacrossUlster and
Scotland and otherplaces. We were called theSkakeandBurn GospelSingers, andif
you wonder what that means, they were the two townsfrom which lads in the group
came. There wasonepiece thatwe sang more than all the rest so thatpeoplegaveus
the nickname, ‘What a day singers.’ The hymn we sang repeatedly was,‘What a day
thatshall be, whenmy JesusI shallsee, when I look uponHis face,theOnewho saved
meby Hisgrace,whenHetakesmeby thehandandleadsmeto thepromisedland,what
a day, what a gloriousday that shall be.’ We sungthat nearly everywherewe went.
Why? It was becauseof thatfuture prospect thatwe have asbelievers. It is a beautiful
thing to considerthis doctrineof how we are grafted in to thefamily, to thepromisesof
thatcovenant-keepingGod.

Re-grafting of Israel
We think now aboutthe restorationof Israel. Look againat Romans11:23-24, ‘And

theyalso (that is, theJewswhowere cut off), if they abidenot still in unbelief,shallbe
graftedin: for God is ableto graft them in again.’ I praiseGodfor this.
Notice that Israel’s breakingoff by God wasnot total, nor complete,nor final. It was

notpermanent. Look atverse24.‘For if thouwert cut outof theolive treewhich is wild
by nature, and wert graftedcontrary to nature into a goodolive tree: how muchmore
shall these(Israelasa nation,theJew) which shall bethenaturalbranches,begrafted
into their own olive tree?’

I love the ‘shalls’ of Scripture. I love monosyllabic words. Whatdoesthatbig word
mean? It is a big word that describes a small word. Monosyllabic refers to single
syllable words;andthis word ‘shall’ is a smallword. Thesethingsshall happen. Very
often,GodspeaksaboutwhatHeis goingto doin thefutureandHeevenusespasttense
language, sosureis He that thesethingsare goingto happen. Havewe thefaith, have
we the confidence in Scripture that we claim to have, that we ought to have as
Christians? Do we havethatconfidence thatevery singleword thatGodhassaidwill
cometo pass;that not onejot or tittle, not a word or letter,not even a part of a letter,
shall remain unfulfi lled. GodknowswhatHe is doingand He is doingit.
In oursubject of breakingoff, grafting andre-grafting wecomenowto thatfinal point

of ‘ re-grafting.’ First of all, we want to define our terms. That is very important.
Really, we are thinking of Israel’s re-grafting in the spiritual sense.That is the way I
take it – in the senseof their spiritual conversion, as is, of course,clearly taught in
Scripture. I would love to deal with thatsubject as thethird point, but thetitle for this
evening’s meeting is ‘All Israel shall be saved.’ I do not want to go over the same
ground,so,for this reason,we will considerthere-grafting of Israel in thephysical and
political sensejust now, even though,in the correct sense,this is really a referenceto
their spiritual conversionat theend of this present Gentile age.
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Many of thethingsprophesied in God’sWord havebeen andarebeingfulfilled right
now under our very noses.In fact, manyof the thingsprophesied in theWord of God
concerning Israelhavebeen happeningin livi ng memory. I saythat in theknowledge
that there are people here thatare into their tenth decade. Theworld haschangeda lot
in thelast100years.

TheOttoman Empire wasfounded in theyear1299by Osman. It wasa vastempire
at itsheight. In fact, it wasaworld superpower thatcrossed continentallinesat thepeak
of its existence. It wasat the centre of tradeand commerce betweenthe Middle East
andEuropefor over 600 years. It finally came to an endjust over 100 years ago,in
1922, really recently in relative terms.TheTurks,whowereat theheart of theOttoman
Empire, were soconfidentthat their empire would never endthat theytook themotto,
which was in Turkish,but translated into English,would be‘ the eternalstate.’ That is
how confidenttheywerethat it would last for everbut, of course,it did not; it failed.
It fell in 1922. TheEmpireincluded,at its very heart, thelandof Israel. TheOttoman
Empire is no more. It has beenassignedto the pagesof history, but the world has
changeda lot in thehundredyearssincetheEmpire cometo anend.

I repeat thephrase,Godknowsexactly what He is doing. He makesno mistakes. I
thank God that He is not the God of planA, which fails, andthenHe goesto plan B,
andkeepsgoingon to diff erent plans. Some call themdifferentdispensations.That is
a falseand fakehermeneuticof theBible. That is not theGodthatwe find in thepages
of Holy Scripture. We find a God who knows exactlywhatHe is doing from eternity
past. I thank God thatHe is thecovenant-making andcovenant-keepingGod,theOne
who is revealedto usin thevolumeof thesacred,plenary(thatmeans,all of it) inspired
book, thepreciousWord of God. He is theOnewho causesempiresto riseandfall.
When Britain declaredwar ontheOttomanEmpirein November, 1914,it immediately

began to considerthe future of Palestine. The Balfour Declaration was a letter sent
from a man by the nameof Arthur JamesBalfour, a British ForeignSecretary,to the
leader of theAnglo-Jewishcommunity,amanby thenameof Lionel WalterRothschild.
That letter was sentasfar back as 2ndNovember, 1917. Againstall odds,manyyears
later, in 1948, the Stateof Israel was founded. Therewere a lot of wranglingsand
discussionsoverthewordingof thatdocument, but you cantraceGod’shand in it all.

We stand back in aweandwonderand amazement at how theLord’s plansarenever
thwarted. That is what I believe. That is what this bookteaches. That is whatwe are
seeing before our very eyes. It really is of God that the Stateof Israel was founded
again asa nation 76 yearsago. Prior to the publicationof the Balfour Declaration in
1917, lessthan 60,000Jewslived in thatareathatby 1948becamethehomelandto over
700,000. That is exceptionalgrowth in justover30 years. Today, Israel’spopulation
standsatalmost10million. Lastweek,9,416,062Jews inhabitedthat land. That really
is amazing. Do not tell methat theGodof this bookdoesnot know whatHe is doing.
An eminent manwasaskedon oneoccasion, ‘Whathave you studiedthathas helped
your Christian faith morethan anythingelse?’ Hethoughtfor amomentbeforehesaid,
‘Prophecy.’ I can attest to that. We feel our faith weakening, we feel ourselves
wondering about the things that happenedhundredsand thousandsof years ago of
which we read in the Scriptures. Thenwe look at prophecy. Spurgeonis reputedto
have said we shouldreadthe Bible alongside the newspaper.How relevant that is,
especially when weconsider thesubject of God’s dealingswith Israel. Thatis whatwe
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areconsidering now. Of course, wheneverweconsider propheticScripture, wefind that
it is full of thisverysubject. Wehavebeentold over andoveragainin theWordof God
aboutGod’s future dealingswith Israel. Let usconsider someof theScriptures.

There are many Scripturesthat we wil l not turn to today, but let us considersome.
Look at Ezekiel 36:24,a very clear referencethatmanywant to ignore,but we cansee
it happening. God is thespeaker and He madethis promise.‘For I will takeyou from
amongtheheathen,andgatheryououtof all countries,andwill bringyouinto yourown
land.’ I love the ‘ I wills’ of God becausethey are as goodasdone. Could it be any
clearer than that? If this was not what the Scriptures were trying to say,what other
languagewould thesacredwriter have to employ to conveythat truth?

We could say the sameabout many Scriptures– in the latter chapters of Revelation,
thosesix referencesto ‘ thethousand years;’ and yet still some wil l tell usthatit is to be
spiritualized, that it doesnot really meanwhat it says!
Look at Hosea 3:4-5, ‘For thechildrenof Israel shall abidemany dayswithout a king,

andwithouta prince,andwithouta sacrifice, andwithout an image,without anephod,
withoutteraphim. Afterward shall thechildrenof Israel return,andseektheLORD their
God, and David their King; and shall fear the LORD and His goodnessin the latter
days.’
Look at Isaiah 11:11-12, ‘And it shallcometo passin thatday, that theLord shallset

Hishandagain thesecondtimeto recover theremnant of His people,whichshallbeleft
from Assyria, andfrom Egypt,andfrom Pathros,and from Cush,andfrom Elam, and
from Shinar, andfrom Hamath, and from theislandsof thesea.And He shallsetup an
ensignfor thenations,andshall (Oh,theshallsof God!) assembletheoutcastsof Israel,
andgather togetherthedispersed of Judahfrom thefour cornersof theearth.’ How clear
the languageis here,in blackandwhite in your Bibles! Turn to Isaiah 27:12, ‘And it
shallcometo passin thatday, that theLORD shallbeatoff from thechannelof theriver
unto thestream of Egypt,andye shallbegathered oneby one, O ye children of Israel.’
If there is any doubtasto whomtheLord is referring,Henailsit down in thelastphrase,
‘ye children of Israel.’ Verse13, ‘A nd it shall cometo passin that day, that the great
trumpetshall beblown, andtheyshall comewhich were ready to perish in the landof
Assyria, and theoutcastsin thelandof Egypt,and shall worshiptheLORD in theholy
mountat Jerusalem.’ Yes, theywill comeback to their homeland. Theyhavebeenre-
establishedas a nation. Theyarecomingbackto their homeland. Look at Isaiah66:20
‘And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering untotheLORD out of all nations
uponhorses,and in chariots,and in litters, anduponmules, and uponswift beasts,to
My holy mountain Jerusalem,’ as if there was any doubt as to wherethey would be
broughtback, right to thevery heart of their homeland.And who is thespeaker?‘saith
theLORD, as thechildren of Israel bringanoffering in acleanvessel untothehouseof
theLORD.’

We also have Jeremiah16:15,‘But, theLORD liveth, that broughtup thechildrenof
Israel from the land of the north, and from all the landswhither He hathdriven them:
and I will bring them again unto their land that I gaveunto their fathers’ (they are
restored to their ancestral homeland). Thesemultiple referencesshowhow clear it is
and that we are not building a whole doctrineon oneverse. A few chapterslater, in
Jeremiah 23:8weread,‘But, theLORD liveth,whichbroughtupandwhichledtheseed
of the houseof Israel out of the north country, and from all countrieswhither I had
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driventhem; andtheyshall dwell in their own land.’ How clear is that? We maynot
need to preach thesethingsasstronglynow aswe did before 1948,but it is goodto
reinforce that this is theLord’s doing. This wasprophesied. This wasforecastby the
Lord.

Look at Ezekiel 34:11-14,‘For thussaith theLord GOD; Behold, I, evenI, will both
search My sheep, andseek them out (a lovely, warm, endearingtermof howtheLord
will go after thelost sheepof thehouseof Israel). As a shepherd seekethout his flock
in thedaythat heis amonghissheep thatarescattered;sowill I seekoutMy sheep,and
wil l deliver themoutof all placeswheretheyhavebeen scatteredin thecloudyanddark
day. And I will bring them out from the people,andgather themfrom the countries,
andwil l bring themto their own land, andfeedthemuponthemountainsof Israelby
the rivers, and in all the inhabited placesof the country (so specific, it cannot be
anythingelse). I will feed them in agoodpasture,anduponthehighmountainsof Israel
shall their fold be:thereshall theylie in agoodfold, andin a fat pastureshalltheyfeed
upon the mountains of Israel.’ A coupleof pagesover,Ezekiel37:21-22. ‘Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from amongthe heathen,
whither they begone,andwill gatherthemonevery sideandbring theminto theirown
land: andI will makethem onenationin thelanduponthemountainsof Israel;andone
king shall beking to them all: and they shallbeno moretwo nations,neithershall they
bedividedinto two kingdomsany more at all.’ Thereis another Divine truth revealed
there– thatthey wil l bebroughtinto onenation. andtheyshall benomore two nations.
In Hosea 1:11 we havefurtherevidence of that. We read,‘Then shall the childrenof
Judahand thechildrenof Israel begatheredtogether, andappointthemselvesonehead,
andthey shall come up out of theland: for great shallbetheday of Jezreel.’

It may seem amazing, even fantastic, that Israelhasbeen and is returning to her
ancestral homebut we shouldnever really beamazedif what Godsaidwould happen
is happening. We think of theBalfour Declaration, of 1948,theSix Day War of June
1967 andhow,againstall odds,Godnotonly gavethevictory, butgavetheincrease,of
theYom Kippur War of October1973,andmore recent attacks.All theseeventsshow
that theLord is working out all thingsaccording to His providential will andpurpose.
You think aboutthoseterrorist attackson the7th Octoberlastyear,andif thatwasus,
we would be saying what is happening over there is terrible; but what were the Jews,
thescattered sheepof thehouseof Israel, doingall aroundtheworld?They were going
straight to their apps,their phones, their computers and their travel agentsto book
fli ghtshome. Theyhavebeendoingthat, flocking backhome.
We finishwhere we started,Godknowsexactly whatHe is doing.

_____________________________________________________________________

All Israel Shall be Saved
Turn to theScriptures,to thisgreatpassagewhich is sorich in prophetictruth,Romans

11,andweconcentrateour thoughtsontheparticular subject,‘A ll Israelshall besaved.’
That is our theme,and we are basingour thoughtsuponthewordsof verses25-29.
Thestudyof revival is onethatfascinatesandinterestsmegreatly. Wereadthroughout

theScriptures,in bothOld andNewTestaments,of many revivals. Perhapsthegreatest
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revival of thosethatare recordedin theScripturesis in that lovely, fascinatingbookof
thereluctantprophet, Jonah.We read thereof revival in thecity of Nineveh,a revival
broughtaboutby thepreachingof theprophetashewarnedof God’scomingjudgment.
Let me say from the very outsetof the meeting, the Gospelhas never, andwill never,
loseany of itsancientpower. It is always throughthefaithful preachingof God’sWord
that individuals wil l cometo theLord JesusChrist.
In theNew Testament,we read of a revival in thecity of Sychar in Samaria,thefirst-

fruits of whichwasthewomanat thewell, of whomwereadin John4. Thatis a lovely
story of how the Lord went after an individual, andHe wasalso pleasedto useher as
His instrument to reach themany.

Throughouthistory, variousrevivalshave gripped nations. Theyhavesweptthrough
communities astheSpirit of Godhasdealt with men,women,boysandgirls. We read
thatin theProvinceof Ulster, in which I wasbornandbred,therewasin 1625-1630,the
Six-Mil e-Water Revival, which followed the plantationof Ulster. EminentScottish
divines came from Scotland,acrossthe Irish Seato Ulster, men like Dunbar, Ridge,
Cunningham, Hamil ton,Blair, andothersaswell. They faithfully preachedGod’sWord
to thehungry massesat thevery heart of rural CountyAntrim on thatoccasion.
Af ter that, there wasthe1859Ulster Revivalwhen over100,000precioussoulswere

swept into theKingdomof God. We readin thehistory books, that theyearpreceding
that, 1858, there was, in America, that great movementof God that started with a
lunchtime prayer meeting in the city of New York and resulted,by the time it had
concluded, in thesalvationof over a million precioussoulsacrossthatvastcountry.

We read of Scotland’smanyrevivals. So blessedwasthat land that it is sometimes
referred to as‘theland of manyrevivals.’ I havea bookin my studywith thattitle. To
takejustoneof thoseaccounts,theKirk O Shottsrevival,which tookplaceonMonday,
21stJune,1630. Therewassuchdemand from thepeoplethattheministerswereasked
to spendanothernight andanother day holding extra servicesthat werenot ordinarily
planned. Thosemenspentthenight in prayerandthey decided thattheRevLivingstone
would bethepreacher thenextday. Sofearful washeof not being up to thetaskthat
heactually gotonhishorseandfled to thecoast,hopingeven to getoutof Scotland;but
theLord stoppedhim, broughthim back, challenged him andhepreachedthere. They
couldnoteven gointo thechurch. Theyhadto standin thechurchyardonthat occasion,
and as theWord waspreached, theheavensopened.Ratherthan stopping,as we might
bewont to do in 2024,hepreachedon and spokeof therain thatwascomingdown as
an il lustrationof God’s judgmentthatpeopledeservedfor theirsins. It is saidthatthere
were over 500precioussoulsbroughtinto thekingdomof Godthatparticularday.

We read of variousother revivals, including thoseat Lewis, at the last of which Dr
DuncanCampbell was used mightily by Godto seea lastingwork donefor Himself.
Yes,weloveto readof, rejoice in, andlearn from themanyrevivals whicharerecorded

in theBible, as well asothers throughouthistory. However, noneof thoserevivals that
we havejust touchedon comecloseto whattheLord is yet to do in thelandof Israel at
the end of this presentevil age. Hence, we cometo our subjectof ‘all Israel shall be
saved.’

This is a subjectwith which we could dealby just readingthe first line of verse26.
Or, we could take a series of meetingsjust to scratch the surface of this great
proposition, ‘all Israel shallbesaved.’ We hope to strikea happymedium. Let uslook
at thissubject undertheheadingsof ‘Who?’ ‘What?’ ‘When?’ ‘How?’ ‘Where?’Weare
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not going to takethemin thatparticular order, but thosearegoodquestionswhenever
we cometo anysubject.

When?
Becauseit is theorderin which it comesin theseversesof Romans11, we startour

consideration thinking aboutthequestionof ‘when’ thesethingsoccur. Whenwill all
Israel be saved? Look at verse25, ‘That blindnessin part is happenedto Israel, until
the fulnessof the Gentiles be comein.’ That word ‘until’ is a key word in prophetic
Scripture. In theWord of God,andespecially in thepropheticScriptures,we are given
greatdetail with regardto theorderof events. This is a key to understandingmanyof
theprophetic Scripturesgiven throughouttheWord of God.
There is a very strongexampleof this in Matthew24 and25. Thesearekey chapters

of eschatological scripture. That is a big word, and it comesfrom two Greekwords
compoundedtogether– eschatosmeans ‘ last’, or ‘last things;’andology is to do with
study of a word. So,we havea word aboutlast things,and that is where we get this
English word, ‘eschatology.’ Look at the first few words of Matthew 24. The Lord
JesusChrist wassitting upontheMount of Olives. He wasaddressingHis disciplesin
sucha lovely, wonderful, warm way. He addressedthem privately, away from the
listening ears of thosewho wishedto ensnare Him andtraphim in His words,andit is
in that private setting that He outlined much of what mustshortly cometo pass,even
for us even yet. Theseare key scriptures,andthis is my point in turning you to this
passage– we havea word thatoccursoverandover again. It is a key word, andit is
theword ‘ then.’ Look down throughchapters 24 and25. In chapter24, I countedthe
word ‘ then’ 10times,and in chapter 25youread‘then’ 11times. Thatis 21times. That
is extremely significant.
If I tell thechildrenonmy bus,‘Put yourseatbelt on, then I will driveoff,’ theyknow

exactly what that means. Children know what the word ‘then’ means. So we, as
studentsof theScriptures,oughtto understandwhat theLord meant. In fact, it is one
of the key premises of pre-millennial eschatology, that hermeneutic (method of
interpretation) wherewe take the Scripturesli terally whenit is possibleto do so. We
are never told theyear,month,week, or daywhentheLord will comeagain. In fact,
we are told that the oppositeis the case– we are not to speculate. Christ makesit
extremely clear in Matthew25:13,‘Watch therefore, for ye know neitherthe day nor
thehourwherein theSonof Man cometh.’ We canseethewisdomin this, becauseif
some of usthoughtthat theLord is coming back manyyearsin thefuture, what would
we do in themeantime?

We do not know the day nor the hour, but we are told somethingof the order or
sequenceof events which is often given to us in theseprophetic portionsof Scripture.
Matthew 24 and 25, arecasesin point for that, but we haveit hereaswell in Romans
11. Theseare thingsfor which we oughtto be looking out. ‘Until’ theWord of God
tells ushere, ‘thefulnessof theGentilesbecomein.’ We arestill living in theperiod
of world history known as ‘the timesof the Gentiles.’ We thoughtaboutthat earlier
when considering thegrafting in of theGentile nations. It is the time periodthatwas
ushered in when God gave Israel, specifically the southern kingdom of Judahand
Benjamin (Godhadgivenover theother ten tribes,thenorthern kingdom,manyyears
previously) to thehandof Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel1). Thatwasabout606BC. That
period is yet to come to a full close. There hasbeena partialrecovering,but only God
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knows when that particular point in His propheticcalendar will come. However, that
will mark theendof thetimesof theGentiles or, aswe read in theverse25, thefulness
of theGentiles.
What is thefulnessof theGentiles? Thereare some who claim that it meansthesame

here asit meant in verse12 of this chapter, where we havea referenceto thefulnessof
Israel. Theycall themselvespost-millennialists,andtheybelieve it meanstheirspiritual
fulnessand that when they havebeen fully convertedto Christ, the result will be that
theywill go out andevangelize theJewsand theythenwill besaved in greatnumbers.
However, there areproblemswith that. We aretold that thefulnessof Israel will have
suchaneffect on theGentiles that it will belike life from thedead. Now, how canyou
fi ll that which hasalreadybeen filled? How can you be fuller than full? It is not
possible.

There are otherswho teach that the Jews, asa nation,wil l remainin unbelief right
throughuntil the end,that they will be in hardnessof heart, until the very last elected
Gentile is broughtto Christ,and soall Israel will besavedat that point. Thesewould
bethea-millennialists,but thereis thesameobjection – howcanyoubefuller thanfull?
So to what doesthe ‘until’ refer? Look again in Matthew 24. The Saviourspeaksin
verse14 of ‘this gospel,’and thegospelmessageis at theheart of it all. It alwayshas
been,will be,andisnow. ‘This gospelof thekingdomshallbepreachedin all theworld
for a witnessunto all nations;and then(there is that word,a sequence, oneof thoseten
occurrences) shall theend come.’ That is what will usher in the end. This is after the
Gospel has fully penetrated into all of thenationsof theworld. Thenwe haveRomans
11:26,which tellsusof therestorationof Israel. It happenswhen, or after,theDeliverer
comes out of Sion. That is nothing other than the return of the Lord JesusChrist
Himself.
Now I wantto consider someOld Testamentportions. Look at Isaiah59:20-21. This

is a reference to Christ’s secondcoming. ‘And theRedeemershall cometo Zion, and
unto them thatturn from transgressionin Jacob,saiththeLORD. As for Me, this is My
covenantwith them, saiththeLORD; My Spirit thatis upon thee,andMy wordswhich
I haveput in thy mouth,shall not depart out of thy mouth,nor out of themouthof thy
seed, noroutof themouthof thy seed’sseed,saiththeLORD, from henceforth andfor
ever.’ That is the restorationthat Paul waswriting abouthere in thesewords. It is at
thetimeof theSecondComingof theLord JesusChrist.

Both post-mil lennialism and pre-millennialism, in a sense,seeworldwide blessing
following the restoration of Israel. However, according to post-millennialism,the
restoration of Israelcomesa long time before thesecondcoming. That is themeaning
of theword ‘post-millennial.’ Someseeit asaliteral thousandyearsandothersasavery
long,undeterminedtime. That doesnot fit with whatweread herein Romans11,of the
restoration of Israelbeingafter theSecondComingof Christ.

Thesequence is given in verses25-26, ‘Blindnessin part is happenedto Israel, until
thefulnessof theGentilesbecomein. And soall Israel shall besaved.’ Turn to a few
otherportions. We will readZechariah 12:10-11, remembering theLord is thespeaker
herethroughtheprophet.Godsays,‘And I will pouruponthehouseof David,andupon
theinhabitantsof Jerusalem, thespirit of graceandof supplications:andthey shalllook
uponMe whomtheyhave pierced,’andwhat will happen? Therewill bea reactionto
that. Theyshall mournfor Him. Thatis at theSecondComing. ‘They shall mourn for
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Him, as onemournethfor his only son,andshall be in bitternessfor Him, asonethat
is in bitternessfor his firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourning in
Jerusalem, as the mourningof Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo.’ That is in
Zechariah at the endof the Old Testament. Turn to the end of the New Testamentto
Revelation 1:7, ‘Behold, (that is one of thosewords that comebeforesomething of
utmost importance)He (Christ) comethwith clouds;and every eyeshallseeHim, and
(importantly there in the heart of the verse) they also which piercedHim: and all
kindredsof theearth shallwail becauseof Him. Even so,Amen.’

Who?
All Israel shall besaved. Let uslook at the‘who.’ To whomdoesthis term ‘all Israel’

refer? In the sequenceof eschatological events, the Lord hasalreadycaused all the
scatteredJewsfrom aroundtheworld to return to theirancestral andtheir rightful home
again. However, it is therethat the Jewswill undergogreattribulation suchas was
never experiencedsincetheworld began.
Althoughit is not in Scripture,there are manyof theview that thechurchis goingto

be raptured out andsaved from all thesethings. I do not seeit. In fact, theseverses
that I am about to quote from Christ’s teaching, as He sat and taught the disciples
privately, teach the completeopposite. The Lord JesusChrist spokeaboutthe great
tribulation period, which wasfuture for Him asHe sat there on the Mount of Olives
2000 years ago. It is still future for us today, eventhoughmuchtribulation has been
endured in the interim years. Look at Matthew 24:21-22. ‘For then shall be great
tribulation,such wasnot sincethebeginningof theworld to this time,no,norevershall
be. And except thosedaysshall be shortened,thereshouldno flesh be saved:but for
theelect’s sake thosedaysshallbeshortened.’

Now that word ‘and’ in the original could just as easily be translated‘but.’ The
translatorsdonothaveit wrong,but it canbereadeither way. What doesthatversetell
us? It tells us that theLord will shorten thedaysof the tribulationperiodfor thesake
of the elect who are clearly in the middle of it. They arenot rapturedaway for their
safety or pleasureor their good,aspart oneof the second coming,assometeach. In
fact, it isabundantly clearfromverse22,thattheelect will bepresent herefor thegreat
tribulation period whendaysareshortenedfor their sakes.
However, it isduring thatdark, dark time in their futurehistory,two-thirdsof theJews

shall becut off anddie. They shallbekilled by theorders or actionsof theantichrist.
I told another ministerthat oneday whenwe were chattingaboutthesethingsandhe
asked me, ‘Wheredo you get that from, brother?’ I gave him thetext that I amabout
to give you, and hewassilent for about30 secondsandthenhesaid,‘Wow! that is so
clear.’ Look at Zechariah13:8-9,‘And it shall cometo pass,that in all the land, saith
theLORD, two partstherein shallbecut off and die,but thethird shallbe left therein.
And I will bring thethird part throughthefi re, andwill refine them assilver is refined,
and wil l try them as gold is tried.’ Two-thirds will be cut off, two-thirds will be
eliminated,two-thirdswill bewipedout, but one-third will bepreserved, theremnant.

That is not just bringing themthroughin thephysical sense. Look at the lastpartof
that verse. It is alreadyimplied in thefirst part of verse9 thatit is a spiritual thing,but
in thelastpart it isconfirmed. ‘Theyshallcall onMy name, andI will hear them:I will
say, it is My people;and theyshallsay, theLORD is my God.’ So,theanswer to that
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question is very simple. It is the remnant,thoseremaining Jews that areto be in still
futuredaysbroughtthroughthegreat tribulationperiod,theremainingone-thirdspoken
of by Zechariah theprophet.

What?
Welooknowat the‘what.’ All Israel shallbesaved, andthatstatementis very clearly

referring to the spiritual salvation of the remnantof the Jews, the remainingthird that
will survive that great tribulation periodbrought uponthemby the antichrist,andthat
theyall will besaved. In our introductionon revival, we saidthat thegreatestrevival
of all time is still yet to come. Again,Zechariah13:9, ‘A nd I will bring the third part
throughthe fire, andwill refine them assilver is refined, andwill try them asgold is
tried: theyshall call on My name,andI will hear them:I will say,It is My people: and
theyshall say, theLORD is my God.’ We readthat versebefore but it bearsrepetition
overand over againto get that truth into our minds.

We do not just basethesethingson a verseor two, but there is so muchmore aswe
readwhatScripturesays. Look at Ezekiel 36:24-27,‘For I will takeyou from among
theheathen,andgather you out of all countries,andwill bring you into your own land.
Then (thiswordof sequence)will I sprinklecleanwateruponyou,andye shallbeclean
from all your fil thiness,and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.’ That will be
enough;that will be sufficient, but in verse26, we have threereferences to the hard
work that is to be done. The Lord is definitely speaking of andreferring to salvation
blessing. ‘A newheart (number 1), alsowill I giveyou,andanew spirit will I putwithin
you: andI wil l takeaway thestonyheart out of your flesh (number 2). And will give
you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you andcauseyou to walk in My
statutes and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them (number3).’ There are two
referencesto God’sSpirit being put within them;and threereferencesin theseversesto
a newheart. Now this is a key, a notablepassageof Scripture.TheLord is thespeaker
andHe is clearly addressingtheJews,thehouseof Israel.

Now look at verse22, ‘Therefore say unto the houseof Israel, thus saith the Lord
GOD.’ It is clearwhois doingthespeakingand it is clearwhoHeis addressingthrough
theseverses. He is speaking of a future spiritual cleansing of the heart of these
individuals of the houseof Israel that God will perform by the operationof the Holy
Spirit amongstHis electpeopleof Israel. In fact, He uses languagethat canonly be
taken, only appliedasbeingspiritual andinternal, of a work in theheart. Many times
thiswasreferredto aswehaveseen in verses26and27. Look atEzekiel37:21,23,and
27. We would love to read thewholepassageas we arenot picking out bits to makeit
sounddifferent from what theactual teachingis. Verse21 reads, ‘And sayunto them,
thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will take the children of Israel from amongthe
heathen, whitherthey begone, and will gather them on every side,andbring theminto
their own land.’ That is thephysical restorationto theland.
Next, look at verse23, ‘Neithershall they defile themselvesanymorewith their idols

(there is a changeof heart), nor with their detestablethings, nor with any of their
transgressions;but (theword ‘but’ is alwaysa turning point in Scripture. My minister
talked about great doors turning on small hinges)I will savethem out of all their
dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned andwill cleansethem (cleansingfrom sin, a
spiritual harvest, a spiritual revival of theheart): soshall theybeMy people,and I will
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betheir God.’ Look at verse27, ‘My tabernacle alsoshall bewith them,yea, I will be
their God,andtheyshallbeMy people.’ That is theelect, theremnant, theremaining
third part of theJews.

Where?
Let usthink of the‘where’ At thisstagein futurehistory, all theJewswill begathered

in Israel. That is soclearfrom all theversesthatwe haveread,not only this afternoon,
but also already in this message. It is from there that they will seeandwitnesswith
their own eyes thecomingof theLord JesusChrist to theearthagain. Revelation1:7
tells us, ‘Behold, He comethwith clouds;andeveryeyeshall seeHim.’ Christ is the
‘He.’ Thatwill beaworldwidewitness.A coupleof hundredyearsago,wewouldhave
wondered howthatwouldbepossible. I remembergoingto a lecture,aFaraday lecture
in Queen’s University, in 1998. It was sponsored by one of the mobile phone
companiesandat thattimewehadneverheard of mobilephones.Therewerehundreds
of students there. I wasan engineering student at the time andI rememberthemanat
thefrontmaking this statement,‘By themil lennium,by theyear 2000,every student in
this roomwil l haveamobilephone.’ I rememberjoking andsayingto my mates,‘I will
never havea mobile phone.’ I did not know that by theyear2000,I would beon my
secondor third phone.Wehaveinternet andareableto seethingsfrom acrosstheworld
– live. Wehavedifficulty with thingslike this,butwith theLord,nothingis impossible.
Nothing will thwartHis promisesor purposes.We have said thatmultiple timestoday
already.

When He comeswith clouds,every eye shall seeHim, but then it goesfrom the
worldwide witnessright down to thosewho piercedHim. Seethesecondpartof that
verse,‘And theyalsowhich pierced Him (that is specifically theJew). And all kindreds
of the earth shall wail becauseof Him. Even so, Amen.’ What will happenat the
secondcomingof Christ? Initially, Christ wil l comefrom heaven,in theclouds,in the
air, with all Hisholy, elect angels,andthedeadin Christwill beraisedfrom theirgraves
to join Him in theair. Wereadin 1 Thessalonians4:16-17,‘For theLord Himself shall
descendfrom heavenwith a shout,andwith the voice of the archangel, andwith the
trump of God:andthedead in Christshall risefirst.’
Noticeimmediately after that great,that notable,that publicevent,thosebelieverswho

are alive and remain shallbecaughtup togetherto meet Him in theair. Thatwill bea
huge, public spectacle,anevent. Verse17 outlines it for us,‘Then we which arealive
and remain shall becaughtup together with them(thedeadin Christ whohavealready
joined Him), in the clouds,to meetthe Lord in the air: so shall we ever be with the
Lord.’
Whathappensat thatpoint? There is controversyas somebelieveHe will go backto

a kind of secondpart,but theScriptures of truth do not teach that theSecondComing
wil l bein two parts. TheLord JesusChrist will descendin thecloudswith all His holy
angels, with all thedeadin Christ,andwith all thosethatarealive andremain. What
happensthen? Do we all go to heaven? No! He will thencontinueHis descentto the
earth, and He will stepfoot uponthe Mount of Olives,which shall thenseparate into
two parts, one falling to the north and the other falling to the south,leaving a great
valley in between. Canyou imaginethat scene? That is not made up. Let us go to
Scripture to see what the Word of God says. Zechariah 14:4, ‘And His feet (Christ’s
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feet)shall standin that day uponthe Mount of Olives (the very place from which He
ascended)which is beforeJerusalem on theeast, andtheMount of Olivesshall cleave
in themidstthereof toward theeastandtowardthewest,and thereshallbea very great
valley;andhalf of themountainshallremovetowardthenorth,andhalf of it towardthe
south.’
That wil l beaspectacle to seewhentheremnantof theJews,thethird whoremain, see

Him at this time,theywill instantly recognizeHim astheirpromisedMessiah.A nation
will bespiritually bornagainin an instantwhentheyseeHim in Israel asKing in all His
glory. Look at Isaiah66:8,‘Who hath heardsuch a thing? Who hath seensuchthings?
Shall the earth be madeto bring forth in oneday? Or shall a nationbe born at once?
For as soonas Zion travailed, shebroughtforth herchildren.’ Is that not descriptive of
what we havebeenthinking about? Verses 9-10, ‘Shall I bring to the birth, andnot
causeto bring forth?saiththeLORD: shall I causeto bring forth, andshutthewomb?
saith thy God. Rejoiceye with Jerusalem, andbe glad with her, all ye that love her:
rejoice for joy with her, all ye thatmournfor her.’ What aspectacle,whatascene,what
adaythatwil l be! Arewe interested in revival? Whataboutthe futurerevivalof Israel
that is yet to come?

How?
We want to look at the ‘how.’ There is great overlap betweenall thesepointsandwe

are thankful for that. All Israel shall be saved. How will they be saved? Zechariah
12:10-14, ‘A nd I will pour upon the houseof David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, thespirit of graceand of supplications:andtheyshall look uponMe whom
theyhavepierced(verysimilar to Revelation 1:7), andtheyshall mournfor Him, asone
mourneth for his only son,andshallbein bitternessfor Him, as oneis in bitternessfor
his fi rstborn. In thatdayshall therebea great mourningin Jerusalem,asthemourning
of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And the land shall mourn,every family
apart; the family of the houseof David apart,andtheir wives apart; the family of the
houseof Nathanapart,and their wivesapart; thefamily of thehouseof Levi apart,and
their wivesapart; thefamily of Shimeiapart, and their wivesapart. All thefamilies that
remain (the remnant), every family apart, and their wives apart.’ All Israelshall be
saved when theyseeHim. TheSpirit of Godwill apply what theyseewith their own
eyes.
TheGospel wil l still havelostnoneof its power. Gobackto wherewestartedandthen

wewil l finish. Romans11:26-29,‘And soall Israelshallbesaved:asit is written, There
shall comeout of Sion the Deliverer, andshall turn away ungodlinessfrom Jacob; for
this is My covenantunto them, when I shall take away their sins (verse28 is so
importantbecausetheGospel is never setto theside. TheGospelis goodnews,thebest
possible news, to the Gentile, but also to those that have been re-grafted). As
concerning the Gospel,they are enemiesfor your sakes:but as touchingthe election,
they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling of God arewithout
repentance.’ That verse29 is perhapsone of the most wonderful versesin all the
Scripture.
Again, go back to wherewe started,theLord knowsexactly whatHe is doing. There

are no secondthoughts
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