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The Saved Remnant

In thinking aboutthesethree chaptes, Romans9, 10,and 11, | look uponthemasthe
answver of Paul to asd of anticipated objectionswhich somewere goingto makeagainst
the fundanental truth thathe had been already affirming in this book.

When you think of chaptes 1 to 8 and the greattruth that hasbeense out by Paul,
there are two questonsthat come to mind as a result of what Paulhadbeenteading.
Firstly, what becoms of Paul's brethren, his kinsmenaccording to the flesh? and
semndly, whatbecome®f the promises madeby God to thesebrethrenand kinsmen?

In chepters 1 to 8, the great truth of justification is very mucd to the fore. Paul
eshblishedthe needof justification, whetherJewor Gentile. In thoseopening chapters,
1, 2, and 3, he undescoral the point that al have sinnel and he broughtit to a
condusionin Romans 3:23, ‘For therr is no difference for al havesinned,andcome
shot of the glory of God.” Chater 1 showsit applies to the Gentiles,with little
privileges and well known for sin and ungodliness, and chapter2 shows it applies
equdly to the Jewswho had the privilege of having the Saiptures, sometling the
Gentilesdid nothave It isthe saneconclusional havesinnedandcomeshortof the
glory of God and therebreall arein need of justfication.

This justification is obtainedby faith alone,not by the works of thelaw. Thisis why
Paul broughtin Abrahamasthe gred exampleof faith. Romars 4 tells usthatAbraham
had execised faith, and through tha faith, he obtained a righteousness. This
righteousnes was not obtaned through what Abraham did, or was. Abrahamwas
chose of God andbroughtto know the Lord, but Abrahamwasgiventhe gift of faith
to bdieveonthe Lord, andtherdoy he obtaineda righteousnss.

ThisrighteousnesshatAbrahamobtaineds throughJesusChrist. Chaptel5 setsforth
Christas the secrifi ce for sin. He wasthe Onewho madeatonement,the Onewho made
propitiation, andit is throughfaith in JesusChristthat justificationcomesabout. It is
not throughMosesor any othereathly means. This greattruthis foundin the opening
chepters of Romans.

Paul thenanicipated objedions that would be raised. Wha about his brethrenhis
kinsmen according to the flesh? They havenot embraedthis Gospelof savinggrace.
It saysin Romans3:10, ‘They beingignorant of God's righteousnessandgoing about
to eshblish their own righteousies, have not submitted themselvesunto the
righteousnesof God.” This was thereality of his people his kinsmenacwrdingto the
flesh. Theywereignorant of God’s righteousnessThey hadnotcometo theknowledge
thatrighteousnesis by faith in JesusChristandnot by theworksof thelaw. Theywere
still seding to obtainthat righteousnesshroughthe works of thelaw.

So, how can this greattruth tha Paul had beenexplainingin the openingchapters of
Romans, stand up with the facttha God haschose His ancientpeople? If they are
seding to obtan arighteousnssby theworksof thelaw, throughthefactthattheyare
the children of Abraham and the disciplesof Moses, wha bemmesof them? Whatever
they had, and they had much by way of privileges, they had come short of the
experience of salvaton. Theyhad zealfor God, butit was notaacordingto knowledge

Whatthenbeconesof them?

Furthermore, what becoms of thosepromisesthatthe Lord hasmadeto the fathers,
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which entail salvaton for the Jews? Are thosepromises somehownullified andmade
of noneeffed? Havethe promisedailed? Has Godforgottento be gracious?HasHe
sonehow sd asde His Word and those promises and movedon to anotherpeople?
Worsestill, is it possilbe thatsonehow God hasnot beenableto keepHis Word? Had
His ancient people proved too obstinde in their unbelig andtherebre God could not
carly throughwhatHe had previouslysad in His own word?

No Bible bdievercouldever countenacetha soménow Godis notableto fulfil what
He has promised. Suchthoughtsare unworthy of God. God’s Word canneve fail, it
never has failed, it neverwill fail. We cansay of the promisesof Godwhatis sad of
the Bible geneally, ‘ The Bible standslike a rock undaunted, 'mid the ragingstormsof
time. Its pages bum with thetruth eternd andthey glow with alight sublime.” We can
say exactly the sameof the promisegha are contaned in this book— they standlike a
rock undauneéd, midst the raging storms of time. Its promiseswill cometo passin
God'stime

Wha happensthenon thesetwo accounts? Whatcan be sdad of the ancientpele of
God, Paul’'s brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh? And whatcanbe saidof the
promises? Theseare the objedions that Paul had in mind as he wrote thesethree
chaptes and includedthem in this epistle. Throughoutthesechaters, he dealt with
thesegred points,namdy the Lord’s ancient people,andHis promises. Thatbringsus
to theseverses thatwe now consider.

Beginningat chaper 9:18,we aretold aboutaremnanthatwill besaved. Goto verse
27 and there find the word ‘remnant.’” It says,’Isaiahalso crieth concerning Israel,
Though the number of the children of Israel be asthe sandof the sea,a remnantshal
be saval.” This is the themein theseverses,18 to 29. The Lord is going to savea
remnant. There is goingto be a people who will be broughtto faith in JesusChrist.
Theywill havethatrighteousnes,which is by faith, the only righteousnesshatasinner
canhave. There will bearemnant tha is broughtto this experence.

In saving this remnant of Paul’s brethren,
God is Exercising His Prerogative to deal with His creatures asHe sees fit

Thiswill bringusto conside versesl8-20. Beginningatversel8,we haveastatement
of reveded fad, ‘ThereforehathHe mercyonwhomHe will havemercy, andwhomHe
will He hadeneth.” There are two patts to this statementfollowed by a seriesof
quesionstha flow out of it.

This was notthefirsttimein this chapterthatPaulusedthis mannerof presentingruth.

There are a sequencef questionsfound in versel4, whereit will be obseved that
having made a statement,Paul then askal, ‘What shall we say then? Is ther
unrighteousnessvith God? Godforbid.” Paulanticipatedbjedionsto whathehad just
written. Theseobjectionshavebeendealt with in previousstudies.

Verse 18 relatedtwo aspeds to the divine prerogative. Therewill be thosewho are
going to receive mercy andGodwill bring themto a knowledgeof Himsdf, andthere
are others who aregoingto be hardenedin thar sin andunbdief, andtheywill goon
downtha broal roadto alost etenity.

Then Paul anicipatd theobjectionsthatwill come, Thou wilt saythenuntome,"W hy
doth Heyet find fault? For who hathresstedHis will?’ (versel9). So,Paulantidpated
theseobjections thatwould be made as a resultof his staement aboutthe Lord having
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mercy onwhomHe will, andhadeningwhomHe will. Paul defendedhe Lord’s right
to tred His rational creatures asHe seesfit. No onecan questionHim, or call Him to
account Thatkingin Old Testanent times hadto acknowedgethat‘none can stay His
hand,or sayunto Him, Whatdoestthou? (Daniel 4:35). Goddoes asHe pleases.That
is His prerogdive; thatis His sovaeignright. Heis the soveeignuponthethrone. He
rulesoveral. All thingsare subjet to His will and His purpose.

There is a spiiit abioadthat manifestsitsdf in virtudly evey areaof life, right from
thefall and down throughthe centuries, wherethere is an objectingto what God does
or to wha God says. People think that they can argue against God, that they can
gueston God asto why He doessomethingforgetting thatwe arebut creatureghatHe
hasmadeand He cando with usas He pleass. Thisis His sowereignright. Thisis the
prerogdive of the sovereign.

We sonetimesuseteminology like this whenwe think aboutthe sovereignuponthe
thronein ournaion. You mighthearterminologylike ‘a soverégn’s prerogative.'Well,
Godhas His prerogéives. He doesasHe pleass becauseof who Heis. Pauldefended
the Lord’s rightto do tha. The Lord hastheright to havemercy uponwhom He will,
andHe has theright to hardenwhom He will.

Theobjectionsraisedaganstwha Goddoes andwhatGod saysare always fuelled by
mistaken humanreasoning.Verse19reads, Thou wilt then say untome, Why dothHe
yetfind faut? Forwho hathresistel His will?’ Theargument runssomethindike this,
‘since God hardenswhomHe will, and thereis noresisting of His will, thendoesit not
naturlly follow that the fault neve lies with the creature the individual who is
hadena? Surly thefaultistheLord’s.” No, it is nottheLord’s fault. Ead individual
is respondile for the hardening of their own heat. It is interestingthat Pharaohis
menioned in versel7,asan exampleto consider, Forthe Saipture saithunto Phaaoh,
Evenfor this samepurposehave | raisedtheeup, thatl might showMy powerin thee
andtha My name might be declared throughou all theearth.’ It is interestingthatthis
is the oneparticular individud aboutwhom the Bible hasmuchto sayconceriing the
hardening of his heat. It is avery interesting studyto go to Exodusandlook at those
versestha spek aboutPhaaohhardaning his heat. Ther aretimeswhenit saysthe
Lord left him to harden his heat. Therearetimesthe Lord hardend his heat. Ther
are othe times wheniit very clealy saysPhaaoh hardenal his own heart. Evely
credure is accountablefor the hardening of their own heart.

Thereistha nauraltendacy within usto hardenour heat becauseof theFall, because
of sintha has come in and corruptedus. With thatcorruption,ther is now atendency
within usto hardenour heats. Godcanlet aman harden his own heat, asHe did with
Phareoh. TheScripturemakesit clear, thattheLord let Phaaoh goonandhecontinuel
in hardening his heart,until finally he wasbrought downinto judgment.

ThusPaul answeredhosewho objeded andsaidit was the Lord’s fault asno onecan
resstHis will . It isnotthe Lord’s fault. No, evay time it is the creature’sfault. It is
lack of a properundestandingof the Word of Godto suggesanything else.

For exanple, look at verse20, wher it is seento be foolish reasoningwhich nealsto
be rebukel, ‘Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest againstGod? Shdl the thing
formed say to Him that formed it, Why hastThou mademe thus?’ It is a replying
against God, but not with prope understading, or ressoning. Verse21 would suggest
thatit is peversefoolishness;H athnotthe potterpowe over theclay, of thesane lump
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to make onevesselunto honour,and another unto dishonour?’ CanGod not do asHe
plesseswith His own? Verse 22 would suggestthat this foolish reasoningmost
certainly nealsto be corrected,'W hatif God,willing to shev His wrath,andto make
His power known, erdured with much long-suffering the vesselsof wrath fitted to
degruction? Heendued,with mud long-suffering,thosevesselditted for destruction
by thar wilful disobediene to God, by their bdieving of the devil’s lie, by their
choosinga pah of wickednesswhen they had beentold whatthe endwould be. That
iswhat ourfirstparentgid in theGarden of Edenandthey havebroughtthecurseupon
all mankind. Theywere warned,theywere putontrial, on probaion, andtold to obey.

They rebeled in high treasonaganst their Credor and choseto go a particula way.
Goad endural themwith muchlong-sufiering, asHe hasdonewith this whole creation.
There are timeswhenHe has stgoped in with judgment, andshown His displeaure the
Flood being a patticular time when God hasdealtwith the wickednesghatwasupon
the earth, and in the heat of man. Thisis goingto be a featureof His secondcoming
aswell, whenwickednessn men’shearts will getto sucha messurethatit is goingto
bring God’sjudgmentuponthisworld. He certainly bearsandendureswith muchlong-
suffering vessés of wrath fitted for destruction.

Thosewho are lost, who godownto hell do sobeausether sinsdeseveit. Eachone
of usdesevesthewrathof God. Ther isnot oneof usthatcan say | do not deserve
the wrath of God. Our sins,our rebellion, our disobediencéave eanedthat for us.
Tha is theteaching of Romans5:23,‘The wagesof sinis death:but the gift of Godis
eternd life throughJess Christ our Lord.” A wageis something eaned,somethingo
which we havearight, it is ours;whereasa gift is given. We haveno entitlementto a
gift, it issomehing freely bestowe; whereaswagesare eaned somethingve deserve
to have. Tha judgmenthatisto comeuponsin is dueentirelyto ourowndisobedience.
If God hardens anindividual and letsthatindividud go onin sin (like Pharaoh)how
can tha eve be chargedagainstGod?

It is the sanewith His ancient people. If they continuein their unbelief,can thatbe
chargel aganst God? Whenyou think of all the privilegesthatthey havehadandthe
times He has endued, with much long suffering, their disobediene and their
backsliding and their rebdlions againstHim, if the Lord pemits thatto go on andthe
consequecss of it to comeuponthem,is thatthe Lord’s fault? No, Paulis here arguing
thatthis is notthe Lord’s fault atall. God cando with His own asHe pleases.He is
sovaeign. He hasthatprerogativeto do justthat.

In saving this remnant of Paul’s brethren,
God is Effectuating the Promises He hasmade

Godhasmade promises.We havealludedto theseallittle alrealy. Paul,havingdealt
with some of theseperceived objectionsasto how the Lord is going to deal with His
ancientpeopk, thenwentonto addressmore directly this issueof the promisesof God.
Having estiblishedthe point, namelythat God cando with His own as He pleasesand
if He pleases to savea remnant,then He is permittedto do so.

This brings us to think more diredly aboutthe promises. The promises are in two
pats. In verses25and26, thereis the promisemadein Old Testamentimes to save a
people from amongthe Gentiles. This was not somethingnew, somethingof which
men became aware when they cameinto New Testamentimes, that somehowit was
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neve mentioned,foretold,or prophesied. That God would turn to the Gentiles is not
something only knownin New Testament times.

It was notthat His purposedor His ancient pegle werenotworking, soHe nowturned
inanoherdirecion. Verses25-26,'A sHe saithalsoin Osee(thatis, Hosea) | will call
themMy people,which were not My people,andher bdoved, which wasnot beloved.
And it shdl come to passtha in the place whereit was saiduntothem,Ye are not My
peoplethere shal theybe called the childrenof theLiving God.’

Hoseais a bookthatis particularly dealing with the subjectof backslidingamongthe
andent peopk of God. Theterm'backsliding’ appeas a numbe of times in thatbook.
Israd were abacksliding people and the Lord sad tha He was goingto provokethem
to jedousyby thosewho werenot His people. This bringsin this promisethatwe have
here, where the Lord saysof this other people, ‘1 will cdl them My people whichwere
not My people and her beloved,which was not beloved.” This remindsus of those
wordsin Hoseal:6, which haveto do with the children of the prophet,' And God said
unto him, Cdl hernameLoruhanah (which means, not having obtainedmercyy), for |
will no more havemercy uponthe houseof Isreael; but | will utterly takethemaway.’

Then the otherchild wascalled Loammi (not My people) Thosewere the childrenthat
were bom unto Hosea andthe Lord told the prophetwha he wasto call thosechildren.
Onewas to be called Loruhanah,which means ‘not having obtainedmercy’ (the ‘Lo’
was the negaive). Then a sonwas bom and he wasto be cdled Loammi, not My
people Thatis wha is referened in Romans9:25-26. The Lord was sayingto His
andent peopk, ‘ You are not My peoplenow. | amnot goingto showyou mercy now.
| amturningto anoherpeople,andwill bringthemin. | amgoing to showthem mercy,
andwill call themMy people’

TheOld TestanenthasthosepromiseshatGod wasgoingto gatherin a Gentile people
and bring them to Chiist. He was going to bring them in to a knowledgeof the
righteousneswhichis by faith in Christ,even thoughthey were a mostsinful people a
peoplewith solittle privilege and so little knowledgeof the thingsof God, aspointed
out from Romansl. Nevethelessthe Lord is goingto bring this peopleto Himself.
This is His ancientpromise.

He has bee faithful to His promise When we think about God exerésing His
prerogdive to deal with individuals as He wills andto show mercy to someandto
hardenothes, He hasbeenconsistentvith His nature Now Heis beng consistentvith
HisWord. God hasbesnconsistenall alongwith the promisesthatHe madein the past,
He will fulfil thosepromises, that He madein Old Testanent times, to gatherout a
peoplefrom amongthe Gentiles. We se2s whenwe read in the New Testamenthat Paul,
the aposte to the Gentiles, andothe's, preachel the Gospelto the Jewfirst, but alsoto
the Greek, or Gentie.

Wherrve Paul went, hevisitedthe synagoguefirst, or where therewereJaws, like that
occasion when he met with Lydia downby theriversidein Philippi andpreachedher;
but his modeof ope&ating was more often to go to the larger towns where therewere
syngjoguss, and preach in the synagogue Then he would turn to the Genties and
preach. Whenhedid so,hewas doingsomethingentirely consistentwith wha Godhad
promisedin His Word.

| am just giving you one reference becauseit is the oneto which Paul paticularly
referred in Romans9:24-25. He quotedfrom Hosea in verse 25, establishinghis truth
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that God will savea peoplefrom amongthe Genties.

Tha is notourtopic now. Ratherwe arethinking aboutthe remnant. Sowhatabout
theremman® |s thataccoding to the promiseaswell? Is God being consistentwith
His Word with regardsthe remnant being savel? Or is there inconsistencywith God,
or is His Word not beingfulfille d as He said?

This bringsusto verses26-27,'And it shallcometo passthatin the placewhereit
wassad unto them Ye arenot My peopk; there shalltheybe calledthe childrenof the
Living God. Esaiasalso crieth conerninglsrad, Thoughthe numberof the childrenof
Israel be asthe sandof the sea a remnantshall be saval.” He hasnow broughtin
andhe promise,andagainPaul is showing the Lord is consistat with His Word. He
isagan consisentwith whatHe has promised. He is not actingcontray to any of His
promises. His promisesare beng caried through exactly as He said, consistently,
faithfully, as God hasgiven them in His Word.

The promise herr indicates tha the Old Testamentloes speakabouta remnant to be
sawed. Ther will be atime whenthe Genties are beinggatteredin, and evenon to
thoselatter times,the Lord will be deding with His ancientpeople,andthereis going
to bearemnant of thembroughtto know Him.

Even thoughtheyaregoingabouttrying to estalish their own righteousnss,andthey
think that righteousnessomes from the works of the law, the Lord saysthereis going
to be aremnant thatwill cometo atrue knowledgeof the Lord. This truthis givento
usin verse28, ‘For He will finish thework, andcutit shot in righteousnesbecaisea
shott work will the Lord makeupontheearth.’

We needto turn overto Isaiah10:22-23to find that paticular referancefrom where
thisistaken, andyouwill seethattheword ‘remnant’ appearsn theOld Testament\We
readfrom verse 20 justto getthe whole conext, ‘It shallcometo passin tha day, that
theremmantof Israel,andsud as are escapeaf the houseof Jacobshallno moreagain
stay uponhim thatsmotethem;but shallstayuponthe Lord, the Holy Oneof Israd, in
truth. Theremnantshallreturn,eventhe rennantof Ja®b, untothe mighty God. For
thoughThy peopk Israelbe as the sand of the sea yet aremnantof themshallreturn:
theconsumpion deceedshdl overflow with righteousnss. FortheLord GOD of hosts
shdl make a consumptiongvendeerminedin the midstof al theland.’

Here then are verses where this thoughtof aremnant beingbroughtto knowthe Lord,
is mentioned, the versesfrom which Paul quoted in Romans9. If you go backto
Romans9, and look thenat the next verse Pad hasbroughtin anotherquotdion from
Isaiah. It is Romans9:29, ‘And asEsaas sad beforg Exceptthe Lord of Sabaotthad
left usa seal, we hadbeen as Sodomaandbeen madelike unto Gomorrha.” We ned
to goto Isaiah 1:9 to find tha promisehere quoted.

So,with regardto gatheing in of the Gentiles,Paultook onequotdion out of Hosea,
but concening the remnant that are to be saval, he gavetwo quotations,one from
Isaiah10,andthesecondrom Isaiahl:9,‘ Exceptthe LORD of hostshah left usavery
smdl remmant we shauld have been as Sodomand we should have been like unto
Gomorrah.” So,thereis mentionof the promisethat the remnantis to be savedfrom
amongthe Javs andGod is beng faithful and consistento His promises.

We go back to Romans9:29 andseethatit is not the word ‘remnant’tha appeas in
thatverse butit istheword‘seed.’ Theword ‘remnantis in Isaiahl:9, butin Romans
9 it says,'Exceptthe Lord of Sebaothhadleft usa seal.” We are to understandhata
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remant is being referredto there. It is the remnantof the seed thatwould have been
retained fromayears harvestfor thesowingof thenext harvest. Eachyearthere would
havebear someseedthatwould havebeenkept bad. It would not havebeen crushed
andbruised and the flour obtainel fromit. That is wha is in view herein the useof
the temm tha Paul employedin Romans9:29 where he wrote, ‘Except the Lord of
Sabanth had left usa seedwe hadbeenasSodomaand been madelike untoGomorrha.
Godis going to keepa people. He is goingto savearemnant. The promisesof God
areindeed goingto befulfille d.

In saving this remnant of Paul’s brethren,
God is Exeauting the Purposeof His Grace

There is aremnantthat is goingto be savedacacording to the promises. Romais11:5
tells us, ‘Even so then at this presat time aso ther is a remnantaccording to the
eledion of grace.” When the Lord saves this remnantHe is goingto be executing the
purposeof His grace. This remnant is madeof sinnes, andHe will dealwith themin
exectly the sane way asHe does with anyoneelse amongHis people Theywill not
besaval by works. Theywill notbesaredbeauseof whothey are. Theywill besavel
by grace.

They havemany privileges, as Paul highlightedin Romans2 andalsoin chater 9.
You have thosewords, ‘The adoption,andthe glory, andthe covenants,andthe giving
of thelaw, and the sewice of God, and the promises.” They had all this, butthatis not
going to bethe meansby which they will besavel. Thisremnantis goingto besaved
onthegroundsof free andsoveeigngrae bestowe throughChrist,andthroughChrist
alone

This remnant is going to cometo a savingknowledgeof JesusChrist. The mercyof
God, tha will sparea remnant, will bring individualsto faith in Christ. Thatis wha
God’s savzing mercy always does. It doesnot bring sinnes partof theway. It brings
themall of theway. It bringsthemright throughto that place wherethey aregoing to
bein unionwith Christ andhaveHis righteousnsstha is imputedby faith.

We think not just how they aregoingto be saved putwhenthatwill be. Romansl1:5
says, Even sothenatthis presat time also,thereis aremnant acordingto theelection
of grace’ Thereis goingto bearemnantsaved,and Paul is a very prominentexample
of tha remnant being one savedby grace somebodywho was set in his ways,
determined that his righteousnesswvas going to be by the law, andthencoming to an
undestanding, by the grae of God working in his life, that his righteousnss was
worthless,andthathe nealedthe righteousneswhich is by faith.

Paul was a living emtodiment of this, buthewasnottheonly one Therewereothas
who at thattime,andfrom then right on downto today,from amongthe Jews, who have
been andare being broughtto this knowledgeof savingfaith in JesusChrist. TheLord
will haveHis peopk.

There is andher day yet to comewhen a remnantwill be saved. Turn overto 1
Corinthians 15 and notice what Paul says abouthimsdf. | havesaidthat he wasan
example of this comingto a knowledgeof the righteousnesghatis by faith, but Paul
was consgous aboutsomethingconerning his own conversion. In 1 Corinthians 15,
the staement is madein verse4 that Christwasburiedandtha He roseagainthe third
day according to the Scriptures. Thenin verses 5-7 is alist of individualsor groypswho
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saw Christ risenfrom the dead.

Comedownto 1 Corinthians15:8,'And lastof all He was see of mealso.” Paul could
hawe stoppedthe sentene there. He hadmet the risen Christ on the DamascusdRoad.
He later sad this wasoneof the proofsof his apostleshipbeauseto beanapostle you
hadto havesea therisenChirist. In 1 Corinthians9:1, he usesthatasanargumentor
his apostleship.

Notice wha headded ‘Last of all He wasseenof me also,asof onebornout of due
time’ Paul wasbringingin this thoughtabouthow he wassaved,andthefactthathe
wasa picture of this remnant asto how theywill be saved. Oneborn out of duetime
isnotonebornafter histime. That isnotwha hasbeensuggestedThatis whatmany
peqle take that portion to be. Maybe someof themdo it to take them away from
having to faceupto what the Lord will doonedaywith Israd nationally. In themargin
of areferene Bible,aganstthosewordsin verse8, ‘one bornout of duetime,’ you will
find an atemative transldion which says‘an abortive.’ It is actually the word from
which we get ‘abortion.” Paulwassaying, ‘| wasbornasan abortive.’ It wasnotabout
his comingto Christ after the Saviourhadascendd to heave andthathewasbornlate.

That is not what Paul was saying, but that he was bom before his time. He was a
picture of wha is yet to cometo pass, anillustration of how God is going to savea
remnantfrom amongthe Jewsin a future day.

We know from Zechariafhthat there will be aremnantecauseawo-thirds of themwiill
perish,and a third thatwill be preseved. Tha remnants going to look to Christ. The
gracee of God will bring them to a savingknowledgeof Christ. Theywill look upon
Him whomtheyhavepiercedin theday of Hiscoming,andtheywill besavedby grace.

Is tha notwhatis referredto by the Saviourin Matthew?24:22?— ‘Except thosedays
shouldbe shotened there shouldno fleshbe savel, but for the elect'ssakethosedays
shdl be shorened.” Suchwill be the intensity of greattribulation at that time, that
unlesstheLord curtailsthedays, nofleshwill besaved.All would perish. Suchwould
betherageof their enemes. We seesomehing of tha todayin the rageof thosewho
are the enamiesof Israel. The Scripture saysthat if thosedaysare not shotened,no
flesh would be saved but for the eled’s sake thosedays shall be shortenedecause
ther is goingto be aremnant saved.

There is aremnantbeingsavel today. Asthelord is gatheringin the Gentiles,He is
asogateiing in aremnant from amongthe Jews but thenthereis cominganotheray
whenHe s going to savethe nation. He is goingto shoten thosedays of tribulationso
that remnant are preseved and they are going to look to Him. That will be the
fulfilmentof 1 Corinthians 15:8,wherePaul saidhewasonebom out of duetime. His
conversionexperienceof thenewbirth and comingto faith in Christis a pictureof what
will yet happenin afutureday, whenthatremrmantwill mostcertainlybe saved.

We are thanKul to the Lord for His meries. We do not desewe His mercies. As we
have bee thinking eatier, we deseve His wrath, but Godis a God of mercy, andHe
bestows mercy. It isnotsomethingo be proudabout. It is somethinghathumblesus,
that God would have mercy on you and me, saveus, bring usto Christ. That is not
somehing of which to boast,but is somehing for which we shouldthankthe Lord —
thatHe eve hadmercyon usand broughtusto a knowledgeof Himself.
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Christ — Israel’s Stumbling-Stone

This section thatwe wantto considerbeginswith a question in Romans9:30, ‘Wha
shall we saythen?’ In othe words, having consideed the thingstha he hadalready
been intimating in this chapter namely,thatwhich had transpiredwith the Jewswasin
perfect harmony with the Saipturesof truth, Paulis asking,wha conclusionswill we
reah?

This quesion is all the more important given the fact that there was going to be a
peoplesaved from amongthe Gentiles. This promiseof God to savea remnath from
amongthe Lord’s andent peopleis aacordingto His Word.

As we rea oninto this 30th verse we disooverthat ‘ the Gentiles,which followed not
after righteousnesdyave attaned to righteousnss,even the righteousnessghich is of
faith.” Here is one condusion to which Paulcame as a result of whatthe Lord had
promisedin His Word, namdy, the Gentileswho havenot followed afterrighteausness
have attained to righteousnss, even to the righteousnss which is of faith, the true
righteousnss. The Lord hadpromisedin His Word, thatamongthe Gentiles, who had
little privilege andlittle knowledge, the Lord was going to work soveeignly by His
grece and through His Spirit, and they were going to attain unto that righteousness
which is by faith.

There is anoher conclusionthat we are to draw, this time from verse31, ‘But Israel,
which followed after the law of righteousress, hah not attainedto the law of
righteousnss.’ Pauls conclusiorthistimeis thatlsrag, privilegedasthey were, having
been given the oraclesof God, ‘to whom pertaineththe adoption,andthe glory, andthe
covenans, andthe giving of thelaw, and the sewice of God, andthe promises: whose
arethe fathers, and of whom as concening the flesh Christ came,’even thoudh they
followed after the law of righteousnesshey had not attainedto it. They hadthese
privileges;they were taught thesethings; the prophetswere sent to them; the Lord
Himsef came and lived amongthem and taughtthem, yet for al this they had not
attained to this law of righteousnes. They had not come to know this true
righteousnss.

Theseare theconclusionsto which youand | have to comeasaresultof wha hasbeen
sai in the previous versesregading the promises of God andHis Word — the people
who did not seekafter righteousnss had attainel righteousnessand thosewho were
seding after a righteousnesfadnot attaineda righteousnesbefore God.

Having come to these condusions, Paul has then introduced another question,
‘Wherefore? (verse32), Paul wasasking, ‘What is the explanatiorfor this?’ Thereis
oneexplandion already given. Thesethingshavehapp@&edaccordingto the promises
of the Word of God. Is there any further explanationthat can be given asto why this
has comeabout,thatthe people who havenot soughtafter this justifying righteausness
have attainedit andthe people who havesoughtafter this justifying righteousneskave
not attainedit?

We can go a stepfurthe andthis bringsus to the subjed¢ that we want to corsider
Israd have stumbled andfallen. JesusChristis a stumblingstoneto Israel,evento
thosewho were seekingafter arighteousnss. We aretold thereasorfor thisin Romans
9:32, ‘They soughtit not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they
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stumbled at that stumbling-stone.” Herein is the explanaion. Here is why the
corclusionse out before usin verses30 and31is true. This peoplehavesoughtafter
arighteousnessbut they did not seekit in theright place. Theydid not seekit in the
right way. Rather,' They stumbledat tha stumbling-stone.’ That stumbling-stones
Jesis Christ.

Christ was Prophesiedto be a Stumbling-Stoneto the Jews.

Paul quoteal the Old Testanent Saipturesto supportthis point, ‘As it is written,
Behold,| lay in Sion a stumblingstoneandrock of offence:andwhosoeveibelieveth
on Him shal notbeashaned’ (verse33).

Paul often resoried to the Saipturesand to what God had saidin His Word in Old
Testanent times. He was a manof theWord. Being a Phaiseeof the Phariseeanda
Hebrew of the Hebrews, he would have menorisedvastportions of the Word of God,
the Old Testment, asthe Saiptureswere to him at thatparticular time. The Sciiptures
were really at his fingertips. He hadsuc a knowledgeof the Word of God asis seen
fromthefad that,oftenin hiswritings,he quotedthe Old Testament His writingswere
full of Old Testanent quotdions and Old Testamentargumentsand Old Testament
illustrations. The Word of God had sucha hold upon him becaise he had sucha
knowledgeof it. He wasalways resortingto the Sciiptures.

‘What sath the Scripture?’is a staementthathe makes earlierin the Book of Romans.
It was not Paul's own thinking that matered. It was not what learning he had that
mattered. It was not even what he had gaheredfrom the other apostés that was
important Whatwasimportantwas wha God hadto sayin His Word.

Paul had a conviction tha whatGodsad in His Word would cometo pasgustasGod
hadsad. Thatis a corviction we would do well to havetoday. WhatGod saysin His
Word will cometo pas, comewhatmay. We do not haveto try to explainit awayor
to water it down in someway or to takethe edgeoff it, makingit morecomfortableor
more accepiable to this day and agein which we live. We cantake His Word asit is,
knowing what God has sad is going to cometo pass. There are any number of
exanples of what God hassaid that was literally fulfilled andtha is how we areto
undestandthe Scriptures.

To sorrebodywho triesto say thatthe Saipturesarenot goingto befulfilled in future
time asthey havebeenin the past, the quesion to presents, ‘Whenexactly did we
crossover tha linefrom Godfulfilling thingsliterally in the pastto where it might not
be the casefor thatwhich is going to happenin the future? Where did we crossover
theline? Where did that changecometo pass?’ You neve find in the Word of God
about tha point of time.

Sone think thereis a warrantfor taking a diff erent undestandingof how God’sWord
is goingto befulfilled, just becausethe fulfilment of somepromisess yet future; but
we are to take God’sWord as it stands.

Paul here resoted, ashe oftendid, to the Old Testamento estdlish the point which
he was sayng. He explainal why it was that a people who had sought after
righteousnes, hadnot attained it. How could that possiblybe? How could that ever
come to pass? Paulshowedthatthe Scriptureshavethe answer. He did not try to find
someexplanaion or comeup with somereasoningof his own mind andintellect. He
simply sad the explanationfor it was in the Word of God. God hasexplainedin His
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Word why Israels stumbing hadcometo pass.

Thequotdion in verse33is thejoining togethe of two Old Testamenportions out of
thesane Book of theBible. We goto Isaiah8:14,' And He shdl befor asanctuay: but
for astoneof stunbling andfor arock of offenceto boththe housef Israel,for agin
andfor a snake to the inhabitantsof Jeusalem.’ You see that part of Romans9:33is
foundin Isaah 8:14 — thewords,‘a stoneof stumblinganda rock of offence.’

Anothe pat of the quotaion given in Romans9:33is Isaiah28:16,‘ Therefoe thus
sath the Lord GOD, Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundationa stone,a tried stong a
preciouscomer stone,a sure foundation:he that believeth shall not makehaste.’ It is
from here tha we obtainthe latter part of the quotationfrom in Romans9:33. We join
togeher two portions out of the Old Testament— Isaiah8:14 andIsaiah28:16 Both
theseportions havethe thoughtof the stumbling-stonepresant, andthere is this part of
the quotdion atthe end, ‘He that believah shallnot make hage;’ or he that ‘believeth
... shdl notbeashamed(asit is in Romans 9:33).

The Saipture explainsthe stumbling-stone We shouldalso takein Isaiah8:15. This
tiesin with verse 14, alrealy mentioned,which draws our attentionto the stone of
stumbling and the rock of offence. This nextverse,Isaiah8:15, amplifiesthe matter
even further. It says,’A nd many amongthem shdl stumbk, andfall, andbe broken,
andbe snaed, andbetaken.” This might explainwhy Simeonusedthe wordsthathe
did (Luke 2), onthatoccaionwhen the Saviourwas takento the Temple by His earthly
parent for the dedicationof the child. Simeon, that old man who waited for the
consoladion of Israel took that infant in hisarmsand rejoicedbefore God. It says,And
Simeonblesse them andsaidunto Mary His mother Behold, this child is setfor the
fall and rising againof many in Isreel; andfor a signwhich shallbe spokenaganst.’

Simeon was enphasisingha many are going to stumbleandfall. Christis goingto
be a stumbling-block, not just for a few amongGod’s ancientpeople the Jews. Christ
is sé to causemanyto stumbk. This is whatwe obseve in Isaiah8:15, ‘And many
amongthem shallstumble,and fall, and be broken,andbe snaed, andbe taken’

Theemphaisisonthemany. ‘Many’ aregoing to stumble.We arethinking hereabout
the andent peopk of God,the Jaws, but it appliesgenerdly in sodety aswell. Many
stumble at Chiist today. They seeno beautyin Him tha theyshoulddesireHim. There
isnot,to them, anattractivenessaboutJesusChiist. The Saipturesgive theexplanaion
why thiswill happen. The Jewsstumblel at ever aspet of who Christwas.

They stumbled at His entran@ into the world, His poor parentage the mannerof His
birth, the place of His upbiinging, His pereivedlack of educdion. Rememier they
sad, ‘How knowet this manletters,having neverleamed?’ In otherwords,He hasnot
been to any of the greatrabbinica schoolsof Jeusdem. How can He tead in this
fashion? How doesHe know so much? How can He quotethe Law andspe& of the
Law and explain the Law andillustratethe Law? He has notbeento anyof theseplaces
of leaming. They stumblal at His meainessHis lowlinessof birth and entrancento
the world. They stumbledat His appeaance, how He dressd, the companytha He
kept, the people with whomHe associated.You know the taurt thatwasoftendirected
towardsHim thatHe would associatewith publicansandsinnes. ThePhariseederided
and rebuked Him for this. They stumbledat His teaching. They stumbledat His
mirades. They stumbledat the obscurityof His kingdom,astheylookeduponit. All
thesethings were stumblingstones and the meansof tripping up the Jews at that
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particular time.

They stunbled at His exodusfrom theworld. The crossbe@mea stumbling-stone.
They could not seehow ther Messiahcould hangon atree, particularly whenthe Law
sad, ‘cursediseveryorethathangeh onatree’ They couldnotrecondle, in theirmind
and undestanding, His deah, His burial and His rising againfrom the deal. They
could not see thatthe sufferings hadto comebefore the glory.

Even thosewho did follow JesusChriststumhbed atthis orderto somedegree It was
only afterwardsthatPete hadafar clearervision of it, andin hiswritingsheplainly set
the orde right whenhe saidthe sufferingshadto comebefore the glory (1 Peer 1:11).

When Chiist wasputto deathand was buried, eventhoughHe had told themthatHe
wasgoing to riseagainon thethird day, theydid notbdieveit. Theywereunbelieving.

Whenthe womencame and told thosedisdples, ‘ther wordsseemedo themasidle
tales’ (Luke 24:11). Thatword from which we obtain the translation,‘idle tales,’is
actudly amedicaltermthat suggestsldirium. ‘You areddirious,’ iswhatthedisciples
were saying to thewomen. ‘Your mindshavebee affeded in someparticularway, and
you are not speakingcorredly, and you are not thinking straght.” Thatis how much
they stumbled at the Lord Jesus.

Only whenthe Saviourcameandopenedtheir understandingnd gavethema cleaer
vision than they had eve had before did they undestand tha the sufferings had to
come before the glory. Later on, when Peterwas writing aboutthosethingshe could
statetha clealy. Thenheunderstoodt, butther wasatime whenhedid not seeit as
clealy as hedid then. Many stumbledat Christ. The Saipturesteachusthatthis was
goingto bethecase.

Think upontheword ‘stone’ It is mentioned in Romans9:32 andagainin verse33,
‘a stumbling-sbne.’ The Old Testamentword for ‘ stoné hasthreelettersin it, butthere
aresomeweak lettersin theHebrav language.Therearetwo in particular. Oneof them
appexrsin theword for ‘stone.’ If youwere to dropout that weakletter,youwould be
left with the word ‘Ben.’ which is oneof the Old Testamentvordsfor ‘son.” You can
ask yoursef the question,which sondid Israel rejed? Which sondid they stumble
ovea? Wasit Isaac?Wasit David? Wasit Moses?Wasit anyof theothers?Or anyone
in Old Testamenthistorytha you careto mention? Overwhich sondid Israelstumble
sothey would notaccept?It wasJesuof Nazareth. He wasthe Sonthattheystumbled
ove, ‘thestone’ It statesin Matthew21:42,'Jesussath untothem,Did ye neverread
in the Saiptures, The stonewhich the buildersrejected,the sames becomethe heal of
thecomer. thisisthe Lord’s doing,andit is mawellousin our eyes? The Saviourwas
guoting the Old Testamentfrom Psalm118. He was spe&ing aboutthe ‘stone’which
thebuilders rgectedandalso the ‘son’ which the builders rejeded. Again, which ‘son’
did Israel reject? Theystumblel at Jesusof Nazareth,the Onewho came prodaiming
and demonsteting that He wastheir Messid.

It was notthatHe justcameandmadea claim andtheycouldrejectit as unwarranted.
He dedared that He was the Son of God. He dedared it throughHis miraclesand
throughHis wordsandthroughthewitnessof Johnthe Baptist. In the Gospelaccording
to John,He listsall thosetestimonie tha were givento Him which authenticated that
He wasindeedthe Son of God. He was their Messiah buttheyrejectedHim. He was
the‘stoneé which the buildersrejected. He wasthe ‘son’ which theywould not have

It was prophesied thatthis would happen. This explainsthe conclusionthat Paulhad
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reathed. Remenber, the Gentiles who did not sed after righteousneshaveattained
that righteousness. Israel, which followed after righteousnes, had not attained that
righteousnes. How could thateve be? It wasprophesied tha they would stumble at
Christ, their Messah.

Without JesusChrist thereis no justifying righteousness.

The semndthing taughtin theseverses,andin the stat of chapterl0, thatl wantyou
to conside, is thatwithout JesusChristthereis no justifying righteousness.

If you look at chapter104, ‘For Christis the end of the law for righteousnss to
evayonethatbelieveth.” Why is it thatJesusChristis soimportant? Without Him we
haveno justifying righteousness.

We need a justifying righteousnss. The only way to haveaccetancebefore Godis
by ajustifying righteousnes. It cannotbe a righteousnes®f our own, becausehatis
worthlessand is not acceptable before God. We neal therighteousnesef anotter. We
neeal adivinerighteousnes. That is whatJesu<Christ caneto provide. We aretold this
in Romans 104, ‘Christis theend of thelaw for righteousnss.’ Christhasfulfi lled the
Law. Thisrighteousnests provided by obelience Righteousessis awaysprovided
by obealience You and | cannot perfectly obey. That is why we do not have a
righteousnesof our own. We are sinnerswe have comeshortof His glory. We break
His Law in thoughtandword and deed daily by sinsof omissionand commissio. We
camot eve provide arighteousnessor oursdves. No individual evercanor everwill.
We can neve rendera peffect obalience to God’s Law becauseve are sinners.

This fad doesnot take away from the truth that a justifying righteousnesss a
righteousnesthatis built uponobediaceto God’sLaw. Sohow dowe reconcikthose
things? | cannotprovide arighteousnessor mysdf by my obediene. Neithercanyou
provide a righteousnesdgor yourself through your obedience. Yet God requires a
righteousnesthatis established uponperfect obedience

How do we reconcie thosethings? Theyare reconciledin the personof JesusChrist.
He ‘isthe end of thelaw for righteousness..” By His peifect obedienceHe provided
arighteousnes. That is why His pefect life is just asimportantas His atoningdedh.
We can consider His life and His death segpamtely, but bath of them are equally
important in themater of sdvation. His atoningdeah removes the curseof sin; butHis
sinlesslife is important bea@usethereby He establishesa righteousnestr you andme,
by His peffect obedence

Think whattestimonywas borneto His sinlessnessHis peifect obedience.Petersaid
in his epistles, He ‘did no sin, neitherwas guile foundin His mouth.” Also think about
thoseof His enenieswho attestedo Christ’'sperfed righteousnss. Juda Iscaiot said,
‘I have betrayedthe innocentblood.’ If there wasever a manwho would havefound
solace for his consdence, if he could have hadonegran of thoughtthatsometow the
Onewhom he sold to the Romanswas indeel guilty, Judasiscariot wasthatman. Yet
he castthethirty pieces of silver downonthefloor of the Temple andlamented;l have
betrayedtheinnocentblood.’ In otherwords,therre is no faultin this individual.

Pilate sad anumberof times, ‘I find nofaultin thisman.’ WhenPilateheardthatJesus
of Nazareth was from Gdilee, he sent Him to Herod, who wasin Jerusalenat that
paticular time, thinking that he could exause himself from making a decisbn and
insteadget Herod to makethedecision. Herodexamined Christ,sentHim backto Pilate
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andsad, ‘I find nofaultin thisman.’

The Saipture attess to Christ’s absoluteperfectrighteousnss. He perfectly obeyed
in al things. Thatis absolugly important, becausehere is where a righteousnessor
you and me was establishd, by JesusChrist's perfed obedience. That is the
righteousnessvith which He clothes sinnes, a righteousnssthatis imputedto us by
faith. Christ earnedthatrighteousnasby His obelience. Sowhenwe cometo think
aboutChrist being the end of the law, He mostcertainly is. Hereis why thisis all so
important thereis no other righteousnesexcet thatwhich comesfrom Christ'sperfed
obedenc.

The Jenvs may indeedhavethe oracles of God, they may havethe adoptionand the
glory andthe covenant@andthegiving of the Law and the senice andthe promisesand
thefathers; Christ mayhavecomefrom the Jewsby His desentasto His human nature
but for all this they do not havea justifying righteousnss becaisethey stumbledat
Christ, the Onewho rendere a perfectobediace.

They were estangedfrom God beausethey were estrangedfrom Christ, who
providedthe righteousnss neededto find acceptane before God. They stumbkd at
Him, and they rejected Christ. As a result of regecting Christ, they have no
righteousness.

Paul staed in chapterl0:3, ‘They beng ignorant of God’s righteousnessandgoing
aboutto esablish their own righteousnesshave not submittedthemsdves unto the
righteousnes®f God.” Thatis very true. Theywere going aboutto establisttheir own
righteousnes®n the basis of the Law. EvenPaulsoughtto do that. Paulsaidthathis
own estimation of his life prior to his conveasion was that touchingthe Law, he was
blamdess. Nobodycould fault him. Nobody, he thought,could point out anythingin
which hehad come shot. He had a self-righteousnss,and he wasconvincedthattha
righteousnessvassufficient for him to stand before God. Soit is with the Jews today.
They think the sanme. Theydo not seethatthey needa Saviour. Theydo not seethat
they need a Messah who suffered and provideda righteousessfor them. Thoseof
themthat are religiousthink thatif they obeyandfollow theLaw, thatwill besufficient
to gain themacceptaincebefore God. It will not be sufficient!

Here is the consequencef stumblingat Christ. We loseany hopeof obtainingthat
righteousnessvhichwe neal. JohnNewtonwas correct whenhe pennedhosewords,
‘What think ye of Christis thetest, to try bothyour stateandyour scheme. You cannot
beright in therestunlessyou think rightly of Him. As Jesusappearsn your view, as
He is bdoved or not, so Godis disposedo you and mercy or wrathis yourlot.” What
think ye of Christ? Tha is all important.

The righteousnesgha the Pharises and sciibeshad was usdess. The Savioursaid
that. In Matthew5:20, ‘He said,| say untoyou, exeeptyour righteousnesshallexceed
therighteousnes®sf thescribes and Phaiseesye shdl in no caseenter into thekingdom
of heaven.” A righteosnessha exceals that of the saibesandPhariseess needed.
They stumbled at Christ,andin stumblingat Christ, they lost any prospectof having
therighteousnessvhich they need. Thatdoesnot stopthem from goingaboutseeking
to attain thatrighteousnessPaul indicatesto ustha theydo, butthey havemissel the
truerighteousresstheonly righteousnessTheyare ‘ignorant,’hesaysin chapterl0:3,
‘of God's righteousnes.” They areignorantof it, they do not know it, beausethey
have stumbled at the One in whom that righteousnesss found. Yet they go about
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seding to esteblishtheir own righteousnss,but they have not submittedthemselveso
therighteousnessvhich is of God.

It is adivine righteousnssthatwe need. We know tha oneof thosetitles for Jesus
Christis JehovahTsidkenu, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOQUSNESS. Christis theendof
thelaw for righteousnessAnd without Him, we do not havea justifying righteaisness.

Those who stunble at Christ, be they Jew or Gentile, and have no justifying
righteousneswill beexpose to God’'swrath. If we donothave arighteousnesss God
looksuponus,we are underHis wrath and condemnation.

It is only thosewho havetheir faith in Christ who will never be ashamed.

| want to takeyou bad to that last phraseof chapter 9. Againit is a quotdion from
the Old Testament from Isaiah28:16.

We take firstly, the wording in Romans9:33, which says,'W hosoevelbelievethon
Him shdl not be ashamed. Therewill be somewho will not believe on Christ They
stumble at Him. Theyreject Him; butthere are otheswhowill believeonHim. It says,
thattheindividual who doesbdieve on Him shallnever ‘be ashamed.’

Tha phrase occursagan in chapter10:11,in quick sucession. It also appeas in
Peters writing. In 1 Peer 2:6, Peter quotesthat sameverse tha Paul quotes from
Isaiah, ‘Behol, | layin Zion a chief cornastone elect predous’ Petersaysor at least
the English translationof wha Peter wrote, ‘he that believeh on him shall not be
confounded- adifferentEnglishword. If youlook atthemarginin your Bible, against
Romans 9:33, you will seethe word ‘ashaned’, has the word ‘confounded.’ It is the
sameword that Peter used.

Isaiah 28:16 isthereference in Isaah from wherethe quotationis taken. The prophé
saystha if you believe,you ‘shall not make haste.’ Paul saysthatif you believeyou
shall not be ashamed. Peter says if you bdieve, you ‘shall not be confounded.’
Substantially, they all contan the same ideaand it is this, if we rest on Christfor our
justifying righteousnessye will neverbe‘ashamedbr ‘confounded.’ Thereis notonly
thethoughtof shameanddishonourtha is obviousin thosewords,but thereis alsothe
thoughtof confusionand contortionof thebodyandthemind tha lies behindtha word.

Wha will it meanto discoverthatwhat you havebeentrustingin is nothingmorethan
arefugeof lies? What musttha day be like? There are peoplewho areungodly, but
theyaretrusing in something.They have nothoughtof God, they havenotime for any
religion, neve mind Bible religion. They haveno time for the Sonof God, but they
bdievein somehing. Having no time for the thingsof God s a conclusionto which
theyhave come becauséhey are trustingin somethingbutwhatmustit be sorreday to
discove, to your eternalconsterntion, thatwhatwasbelieved andwhatwasheldto is
nothingmorethanarefugeof lies. Wewill beashaned and corfounded gven confused,
to the conbortion of sod andmind andbody. Thatis thethoughttha is presentedo us
herein this clause.

The next verseof Isaah 28 suggststhis thoughtto us, verse17, ‘ Judgmaet alsowill
| lay to theline, andrighteousnesgo the plummet:andthe hal shdl sweepaway the
refuge of lies, andthe watersshdl overflow the hiding place.” Thereare peope who
think tha what theyare trustingis thetruth. Theyhavenotime for religion, notime for
Christ, no time for the Bible, no time for His Word, His Law, His Day; no time for any
of thosematters. Theyare goingto discoversomeds thatthey are trustingin arefuge
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of lies.

Thewaters shalloverflow their hiding place. Sometmeswe heara stoly onthenews,
maybe along thoselines, soméody is trappedsonewherein rising water and the
consemaiton thatthis dawning redity bringsto them. The consciousnesssthewater
is rising, that theyaretrapped. Theythink ‘Where am| goingto go? How am| going
to getout? Eventuallythe wate will go abovemy head.” That is the picture thatis
presenédto usherin Isaiah28:17. They are goingto beashamed.Theyaregoingto
be confoundel, to usethesetermsin the New Testamentpecausethey are going to
disaoverwhattheyhavebeen trustingin is nothing buta packof lies. Theywill realise
they have been deceived. Evenworse,they have decaved themselveandther hopes
will bewashel anay.

There are going to be multitudeslike tha, Jew and Gentile, who are going to be
ashaned. and confoundel, but not the personwho is trustingin Christ. Thatis the
assuane here in Romans9, and in Peteraswell. Theassurane here is thatwhoever
bdieveson Christ, bethey Jewor Gentile, they arenever goingto be ashamednever
going to be broughtto confusion,never going to be broughtto that placewhere they
disaover eternd consternationtha whatthey have trustedin is a failure andall their
hopeshavecone crashing down. Thatwill never happen.

With this, | conclude,'He tha bdievethshal notmake haste.’ The persontrustingin
Christ is not going to be forced to flee. Now again,the Scripturetells usthaton that
day when Christappeas therearethosewho aregoingto flee. Thekingsandthegreat
men and therich menandthe captainsandthe mighty menandthebondmengvey free
man, are goingto flee and hide in the densand the rocksof the mountains. They are
goingto call uponthe mountaingo fall uponthemandhidethemfrom thefaceof Him
that sits uponthe throne (Revdation 6:15-16) On that day, they are going to make
haste. They are goingto flee.

Tha will notbesofor the personwho is trustingin Christ. If we haveChristasthe
basis of our righteousnessye are not going to be madeto flee. In fac, it will bethe
very opposie. For what is the picture that is presentedto us in Scripture of the
individuak trusing in Christ? They are to look upward for their redemptionhas
appeared. Theywill nothaveto flee. Theywill notbebroughtto confusion. Theywill
not be ashaned of whatthey have believed. They will notdiscoveronthatday to their
etemal constenaiton, all theirhopeswerefalse. No, theyaregoingto discoverthatday
more thanany day,their hopeis sure for their hopehasbeenbuilt on nothinglessthan
Jesus’blood and righteousnessThey will not haveto make haste. Thatis whatit is
notto stumble at Christ. What a gloriousday thatwill be,notto flee, notto run, notto
beafraid, notto call uponthe mountansto fall on usandcoverusand hideusfrom the
Onethathas come, butrather, to look up, for our redemptiorhas appeared. Christwill
have come

Breaking Off, Grafting and Re-grafting

Turnto Romans 11, whichis agreat portion of Holy Scripture;butall Scriptureis grea
becauseagivenby inspimationof God. Thebrief | wasgivenwas Romansl1:12-25with
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thesubga of ‘ breakingoff, grafting,andre-grating.” We neal thatthe Lord would take
the salesoff our eyes and helpusto seethe plain thingsthatare taught We believeif

God meansit, He will sayit, andwhat He says, He means. Thatis one of the key
conepsof hemenaiticd principleto whichwe mustcome aswe considetthe precious
Word of God.

Fredeick the Greatwasthe King of Prussiafrom theyea 1740, until his deathsome
46 years later,in 1786. He was famousfor manyreasonsbut he is knownin particular
asasceptic of theteaching of God's Word, the Holy Sciipture. Fredeick the Greatwas
nominally a Protestantbecauseit suitedhis political alliances;butin redity hehadvery
little time for anything by way of religion. He wasgredly influenced by the writings
of tha famousinfidel, Voltaire; but, in a now famousdiscussia on Saipture, with his
cheplain, a faithful man of God, Fredeick challengedhim to give, in few words,
unquestionabk proof thatthe Bible is true tha it is the Word of God. After taking a
moment to consier, his chaplan replied, ‘The Jew’ Thatwasagoodanswe. We think
of the history that we know aboutthe Jew The continuedexistence of the Jewasa
distinctrace of peoplefor thelast4,000yeas proves, it attests, it shoutst screamsto
the unoonditional covenanpromises of Godtha He gaveto Abram.

Throughoutthe centuries the Jews have outlivedall the othercivilizationsandempires
thattried to assimilatethem into themselvespr, in manycasesto eliminatethem The
Egypians, the Assyrians,the Babylonians,the Persians,the Grees as well as the
Romans subjugatedisrael,but no onehasbhea able to destroythem;andno one ever
will. Despte centuies of opposition, enslavenent, discrimination, scattering,and
genodde, the Jews flourish all over theworld. Theyare often a blessingto the nations
in which they resde. Theyhave always remained a distind race of people no matte
where they sdtled. In World War I, Nazi Germanybroughtabout the deathof around
six million Jews in murderousgenocide Thatis now known as ‘the Holocaust.” Yet
todayfinds them thriving asa people in spite of rising anti-Semitism right acrossthe
world. Despite thefact thatJewsonly makeup around0.2%of theworld’s popuation,
theyhave suceededn amostevey areain sodety. Oneexampleof thatis thefact that
of the700Nobd Prizes overtheyears,as many as 164 have beenawardel to Jews, even
though they only make up 0.2% of the world's population. 164 prizes have been
awardedto Jaws for their ground-braking discovetes andwork in whateveifield they
were involved. God’s promisewas tha Israel would be a distinct people;and His
promisetha theywould beablessingto the Gentile naiionshas beenrealisedtime after
time.

Our subgd is Israel’'s breakingoff, grafting andre-graftingand| intendto keepas
closeto that asl possiblycan,sol havethethree points.

Breaking Off of Israel

We are thinking aboutthe dispesion of the Jewsand| prefacemy commentssaying
(this is impotant) God knows exactly wha He is doing. | prase God for that fact.
Notice wha the apostlesaidin Romansl1:11.

We firmly believein a Triune God, who hasa plan and purposein all things. Paul
pennad thesewords undertheinspiraion of the Holy Ghost,and it is essentiato think
aboutthem in their context. Contextis vital in anyconsideationof Sciipture. Thiswas
writtento a Gentile churd, to the churchof believes thatwere gatheredn Rome. The
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‘church’ is not bricks and mortar or physkal things. It is God's peopleand here it
consbtad of thosewho weregatheedin Rome. Earlierin this saneepistle,Paul wrote
tha well-known verse,'We know that all thingswork togethe for goodto themthat
love God, to themwho are the called acording to His purpose’(8:28). Think of that
in the context of what we are consideing, esgecially the words, all’ and ‘the called
accoding to His purpose€

God hasa purposefor the Jeaws. God hasa purposen evel detail for every one of
us. We may not fully undestandmany of thethingsthatwe readin God’sWord, those
purposs of God to which Romans 8:28 refers, but they are neverthelesghere. A
queston for usis, Do we havefaith to believethatHe is? Do we havefaith to believe
that all thingsrealy do work togethe for goodto themthat love God andare called
accodingto His purpos@ Go bad to the passigetha we areconsidering(11:11).

It is remarkable thatverses suchas 11 and 12 of this great chapter,showus thatthe
Lord uses wha is seemingly,from our perspective, negativecircumsancesfor the
greaergood. Look atversell, ‘| sa then, Have theystumblel thatthey shouldfall?
Think of astumble. If | amwalking and stunble over somethingthatis lying around
my fed, thatdoesnotmean| am goingfully down. It meansthatl almostgo down. A
stumble is notascomgete as afall. In fact you seethe way the wordsare framedin
versell, ‘Have they (the Jews) stumbleal thatthey shouldfall?” Theansveris, in the
words of Paul, and he could not useany strongerlanguage ‘God forbid: but rather
throughthar fall salvationis comeuntothe Gentiles.’” Look at how the Lord usesthis
stumble for the greatergood,for His plan, for His purposesha shallnot be dissuaded.
Jug think aboutwhatwe readthere atthevery heat of thatverse,thatthroughtheirfall,
sdvation canme to the Gentiles. Thatis sonmethingamaing, espeially for us,aswell as
for Paul's readers. Remembe, he waswriting to a Gentile church,thoseoutsidethat
Javish naion.

In fad, we only haveto read the early chapters of Actsto seehow this all cameto
fruition. We have the accountthere of how Jens were conveted initially, but wanted
to addto the simplicity of the Gospé messagen orderto makeit really palatableto
them, as Jews. Theywantedto makeit essentiallya gospelto the Jews,not to spread
outwider to the Gentilenaions. Very simply, Godusedtheir bre&ing-off asthemeans
by which Genilessuchas youandl mighthavethe Gospelddiveredto us. Remember
thosechapers in Acts, which tell how the early churcdh metandhad to keepbringing
the messaye back to the simpleword and stopaddingthingsto it. In fact, thatis what
the church has donethroughevey reformaion eversince. The Reformers,in the 16th
centurly came up with thosefive ‘solas’ becausedhey believed in Christ, believedin
Scripture, bdievedin faith, bdievedin grace,believedin the glory of God. The sola
elementwas soimportant. The churchhadto keepcomingbackto thesimplicity of that
which the early churchtaught.

So it waswith Israel. Theykept puttingtheir own conditionsin place keptaddingto
the Gospel In fact, even Chiistian Jews were deliberdely hesitantin allowing the
spread of the Gospelto the Gentiles. If, humanly speakingthe Gospelhadbeea kept
with the Jews, it would havebeea a merely nationalreligion. Turn to 1 Thessalonias
2:15-16. Paul waswriting to the churchat Thessaloni@, andof course hewroteashe
wasinspired by God but he wasspe&ing of the Jews'who bath killed the Lord Jesus,
andtheir own prophetsand haveperseatedus.’ Look atwhatit tells usat the closeof
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that verse and into the next, ‘And they pleasenot God, and are contrary to all men:
forbidding usto spe& to the Gentiles thatthey might be savel.” Seehow theytried to
keep the Gospelto themséves. Yet the apostletells us, andwe know throughhistory,
how they were cut off, brokenoff. In fact, becauseof the Jens’ castingoff, the Gospel
spreadlike wildfire to the Gentilenations. For thatwe can saya hearty ‘A men.

Chales Hodgesad, ‘The Jews, eventhosewho wereprofessorsof Christianity were,
in thefirst place, very slow to allow the Gospelto be preached to the Gentiles;and in
the second, they appearalmost uniformly to have desira to clog the gospel with
ceranonial observanesof thelaw. Thiswasoneof thegredest hindrancesof the cause
of Chiist during the apostolicage,and would, in all human probabilty, havebeena
thousandold greaer had the Jewsasa nation embraedthe Christian faith. On both
thesecount the rejection of the Jewns was incidentdly a means of facilitating the
progressof the Gospel.” By tha, he meantinto all the Gentile nations. Thatis what
Hodgesad aboutthe subjed of which we arethinking. To put it very simply, God cut
off the Jews, causedthemto stumblein orderto reachthe Gentiles. Let me underline
this truth once againto evay one of us, as if there is any doubt within our minds
whatsoever, | wishto be abundantlyclea — God knows exadly whatHe is doing.

Whatanencouragementhatis for every bdiever. The Jews werebroken off, andnot
arbitrarily, butfor their sin, which wasgrea, for therejection of GodandHis law. God
cutoff theJawvs becausé¢hey desavedevay singlethingthathgopenedandmud more
besides. Look at Ezekiel36:17-20,' Whenthe houseof Israé dwdt in their own land,
theydefiledit by ther own way andby ther doings.” Look at verse 18, ‘W herefoe |
poured My fury uponthemfor (becauseof) the bloodthatthey hadsheduponthe land,
andfor their idols wherewith they hadpollutedit.” They desevedeverything. In fact,
evay oneof usdeservesothingbut thewrath and curseof God. They sinnedgreatly.

They were not just cut off beauseit was pat of God’s plan, but becaise it was
deseved. Look atverse 19, where God was speing, in thefirst person,‘l scdtered
themamongthe heathenand they weredispesedthroughther countries:aacordingto
their way and accordingto their doings! judgedthem.’ It is so cleartha they were
judgedfor their ownsin. Godknew exactly whatHe wasdoing,andGodknows exactly
what Heis doing now. Look atverse20, ‘Whentheyenteedinto the heathenwhither
theywent, theyprofanedMy holy name.’ You can do thingsathomethatyou might not
get away with in public. They werejudgedfor their sin. They profaned Gods holy
name, even thoughthey were amongstthe heathen. Evenin God'’s judgmentfor their
sin, we can mark God’s graee and mercy toward them in presrving themand giving
themafuture God’'spromises will standfor eve.

Again, God knowsexectly wha He is doing. Think of the graceand mercyof God.
If we hadeven 1% of 1% of thewrath and cursethatis dueto us,we would bein hdl
already, but for God'’s grace and mercy. It spaes us from what we rightly deserve.
Whenever God looks down He sees not my sin but He seesChrist's imputed
righteousneswhichis given to my account. | thank God for thework of His dear Son
thatavails for meandwill throughouteternity.

| thenk Godfor His grae andfor His mercy. Wha is grace? Graceis gettingwhat
we do not deserveall the goodthingsthat God affordsus. Whatis mercy? It is the
opposte side of the samecoin. It is not gettingwha we do deserve;andGod’s grace
and mercy are metin Him at Calvary
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Grafting of Gentiles
We move onto think aboutthe grafting in of the Gentiles. Think of whatwe readin
Romans11:11, andespecidly thelastpart of thatverse.l saythen,Havethey stumbled
that they shout fall? God forbid: but rather throughtheir fall salvatbn is comeunto
the Gentiles,for to provokethemto jealousy’ Look atthosewords, Salvation is come
unto the Gentiles.” Readon to versel9, andremembetthe context. Paulwas writing
this and hewas a Jew;in fact, oneof the mostJevish Jews tha you couldcomeacioss,
if | may putit that way, before the Lord revealedHimself to him and showedhim
exacty who hewas;andhere he was writing to the churchat Rome,a Gentile church.

He wassaying thatthe branches were brokenoff thatthe Gentilebranche might be
graftedin. Whenevemwe think aboutthe subject of grafting in, it redly humblesus. We
readthere in the nextverses (20-21), ‘Becauseof unbeliefthey were brokenoff, and
thoustandest by faith.” Thatis whatthesechapters are all about,theimportanceof that
gift of faith. ‘Be not highminded butfear. for if God sparedhot the naturd brandes,
(that is the Jews), takeheed (thereis a warning) lestHe also spae notthee.’ In other
words,donotbeproud. Thisis acdl for humility. Thisthoughtreally oughtto humble
usand makeus sovery thankiul.

It remindsme of the doctrineof adopion. In adopion, a child whoseparentsarenot
fit to care and providefor thatchild; maybe becausethey havebeenkilled or for some
other reasonare not fit, so somene else, who doesnot haveto, takesin the child. |
uncerstand that in UK law, an adoptedchild has morelegal rightsthana natural child.
If youwant, for whateve reason to disinheit your naturalchild in yourwill, you have
everylegd right to do so. Howeve, thatis not the casewith an adoptedchild. It is
proteaed by the law of the land over and above your prope flesh and blood child.
Think abouttheillustration. The Holy Spirit wasteading, throughPaul,by employing
the picture of thathorticulturd practice of grafting in anotherbranch,onethatwasnot
naurdly there, onethatin manysenss did not deserveo be broughtinto that place.
Conside the blessingthat is associatedwith tha. | do not know much aboutthese
things,and there may be peopleherethatknow moreabouthorticulture thanl do; but
in grafting thesaplng or the branchthatwould othewisebe cut off anddie, thatbrant
has all the benefits becausét is broughtin. It hasall the benefits of the parenttree |
thank God tha we, asGentiles, have tha provision madefor us by God, for the fact
tha we have beengratted andadoptedwe havebeea broughtinto the family of God
with all its associa¢d benefits.

When the branchis grafted into the main body of the tree that bond is tentative.
Initially, it has to betied in and hdd in for physica strength. It musthavegreatcare
and attenton for fearof it bre&king off. The cutshaveto be predse madewith hands
tha knowwha theyare doing. It hasto be performedwith gred careandattention;but
after a very relatively shortperiod of time, maybeonly a few weeks,that bondis as
strong asif it grewtherenaturdly. Thatis grafting in. In fact,it is alovely picture of
the Gentle believer being gréfted into the very family of God We do not deservea
single thing exceptGods etern&a wrathandpunishment.He is holy. Heis ajust God
who mustseegjusticedone Thatis why Chiist wentall theway to the crossof Calvay.
Thatis why thewrathof GodwaspouredoutuponHim. Thatis why He criedin those
hous of dakness,My God,My God,why hag ThouforsekenMe? Thatis theanswer
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givento thatqueston in Isaiah, why did it pleasethe Fatherto bruiseHim? Becaise
when He looked downthe passageof time He would see thelikes of you and me. That
would bein His providential plan. RememberHe knowsexactly whatHeis doing. He
lookeddown the passagef time andHe sawyou and| would be grafted in. Oh, what
a wondeful Saviour we have. What a wondeful plan of redamption was plamed in
etemity pastand peiformed in time. Wha a future prospectwe have as very real
menbers of God’sown family.

| usedto sing in a Gospelgrouptha wentaroundvarious churchesacrossUlIster and
Scotland and otherplaces. We were called the SkakeandBurn GospelSinges, andif
you wonde whattha means, they were the two towns from which ladsin the group
came. There wasonepiece thatwe sang more than all the rest so that peoplegaveus
the nicknane, ‘What a day singes.” The hymnwe sang repededly was,‘What a day
thatshdl be, whenmy Jesud shallsee when | look uponHis face,the Onewho saved
me by His grace whenHe takes meby thehand andleadsmeto thepromisedand,what
a day, wha a gloriousday tha shdl be’ We sungthat nealy everywherewe went.
Why? It was becausef thatfuture prospetthatwe have ashdievers. It is a beautiful
thing to consterthis doctrineof how we are grated in to thefamily, to the promisesof
thatcovenantkeepingGod.

Re-grafting of Israel

We think now aboutthe restorationof Israel. Look againat Romansl1:2324, ‘And
theyalso (thatis, the Jewswhowere cut off), if they abide not still in unbelief,shallbe
gratedin: for God is ableto graftthem in again.’ | praiseGodfor this.

Notice tha Israels breakingoff by God wasnot total, nor completenorfinal. It was
notpemanent Look atverse24.‘For if thouwert cut outof theolive tree whichis wild
by naure and wert grafted contrary to naure into a goodolive tree how muchmore
shallthese(Israel as a nation, the Jew) which shdl bethe naturalbranchesbe grafted
into ther own olive tree?

| love the‘shals’ of Saipture. | love monosylldic words. Whatdoesthatbig word
mean? It is a big word tha describes a small word. Monosyllabicrefers to single
syllable words;andthis word ‘shdl’ is asmallword. Thesethingsshall happen Very
often,God speaksaboutwhatHe is goingto doin thefuture andHe evenusesasttense
langua@e sosureis He thatthesethingsare goingto hgppen. Havewe the faith, have
we the confidence in Scripture that we claim to have, that we ought to have as
Christians? Do we havethat confidene thatevey singleword that God hassaidwill
cometo pass;that not onejot or tittle, not a word or letter, not even a partof a letter,
shallreman unfulfilled. GodknowswhatHe is doingand He is doingit.

In our subject of breakingoff, grafting andre-grafting we comenow to thatfinal point
of ‘re-grafting.” First of al, we want to define our terms. That is very important.
Really, we are thinking of Israd’s re-grafting in the spiritud sense.Thatis theway |
take it — in the senseof their spiiitua convasion, asis, of course, cleatty taughtin
Scripture. | would love to ded with that subject as the third point, but thetitle for this
evening’s meeting is ‘All Isreel shall be saved.” | do not wantto go over the same
ground,so, for thisreasonwe will considerthere-gmafting of Israelin the physicd and
political sensejust now, eventhough,in the corred sensethis is really a referaceto
their spinitual convesion at the end of this preseit Gentile age
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Many of thethingsprophesid in God’s Word havebeean andarebeingfulfilled right
now unde our very noses. In fact, manyof the thingspropheged in the Word of God
con@ming Israelhavebeen hgppeningin living memory. | saythatin the knowledge
that there are peopk here thatare into their terth decade Theworld haschangeda lot
in thelast100yeass.

The Ottoman Empire wasfoundel in the year1299by Osman. It wasa vastempire
atitsheght. Infact it wasaworld superpowethatcrosse continentalinesat the peak
of its existene. It wasat the centre of tradeand commece betweenthe Middle East
and Europefor over 600 years. It finally cane to an endjust over 100 yeas ago, in
1922, redly recenty in relative terms. The Turks, whowereat the heat of the Ottoman
Empire, were so confidenttha their empire would never endtha theytook the motto,
which was in Turkish, but translded into English,would be ‘the eternalstate.” Thatis
how confidentthey werethat it would last for everbut, of course,it did not; it failed.
It fell in 1922. The Empireincluded,at its very heart, theland of Israel. The Ottoman
Empire is no more. It has beenassignedto the pagesof history, but the world has
changedlot in the hundredyearssincethe Empire cometo anend.

| repaat the phrase,God knowsexadly what He is doing. He makesno mistakes. |
thank Godthat He is not the God of planA, which fails, andthenHe goesto plan B,
andkeeps goingonto diff erent plans. Somre call themdifferentdispensationsThatis
afalseand fakehemeneuticof the Bible. Tha is notthe Godthatwe find in thepages
of Holy Scripture. We find a God who knows exactlywhatHe is doing from etemnity
past. | thank God thatHe is the covenantmaking andcovenant-kepingGod,the One
whoisreveaaledto usin thevolumeof thesaced, plenary(thatmeansall of it) inspired
bodk, the preciousWord of God. He is the Onewho causesempiresto riseandfall.

When Britain declredwar onthe OttomanEmpirein Novembe, 1914,it immediately
began to considerthe future of Pdestine. The Balfour Declardion was a letter sent
from a man by the nameof Arthur Janes Balfour, a British ForeignSecetary, to the
leade of theAnglo-Jewsh community,amanby thenameof Liond WalterRothschild.
That letter was sentasfar bad as 2ndNovembey1917. Againstall odds,manyyears
later, in 1948, the Stateof Israel was founded Therewere a lot of wranglingsand
disaussionsoverthe wording of thatdocumentbut you cantraceGod’shandin it all.

We stand back in aweandwonderand amazement at how the Lord’s plansarenever
thwarted. That iswhatl believe Thatis whatthis bookteacles. Thatis whatwe are
seeing before our very eyes. It really is of God that the Stateof Israd wasfounded
againasa naion 76 yearsago. Prior to the publicationof the Balfour Decla@ationin
1917, lessthan 60,000Jewslived in thatareathatby 1948becamehehomelando over
700,000. That is exceptionalgrowthin justover 30 years. Today, Israel’spopuldion
stardsatalmost10 million. Lastweek,9,416,062]Jensinhabitedtha land. That really
is amazng. Do nottell methatthe God of this book doesnot know whatHe is doing.
An eminent manwasaskedon oneoccaion, ‘What have you studiedthat has helped
your Christian faith morethan anythingelse?’ He thoughtfor amomentbefore hesaid,
‘Prophecy.” | can attestto tha. We fed our faith weakeling, we feel ourselves
wondeaing aboutthe things tha happenedhundredsand thousandsof yeas ago of
which we real in the Scriptures. Thenwe look at prophecy. Spurgeoris reputedto
have sad we shouldreadthe Bible alongsde the newspaper. How relevant that is,
espeially when we conside the subject of Gods dealingswith Israel. Thatis whatwe
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areconsideiling now. Of coursewheneverwe conside propheticSciipturg we find that
itisfull of thisvery subje¢. We have beentold over and overagainin theWord of God
aboutGod’s future dealingswith Israel. Let usconside someof the Scriptures.

There are many Scripturesthat we will not turn to today, but let us considersome.
Look at Ezekiel 36:24,a very clear referencethatmanywantto ignore,but we cansee
it happening. God is the spesker and He made this promise.‘For | will takeyou from
amongtheheathen,andgaheryououtof all countiies,andwill bringyouinto yourown
land.” | love the ‘I wills’ of God becausethey are as goodasdone. Couldit be any
cleaer thantha? If this was not what the Sciiptures were trying to say, what other
langua@e would the sacredwriter have to empby to conveythattruth?

We could say the sameabout many Scriptures— in the latter chaptes of Revelation,
thosesix referencedo ‘thethousad years;’ and yet still sone will tell usthatit is to be
spiritudized, thatit doesnot really meanwhatit says!

Look at Hosea 3:4-5, ‘For the childrenof Israd shdl abidemany dayswithoutaking,
andwithouta prince,andwithouta sacrifice, andwithout an image,without anephod,
withoutteraphim. Afterward shdl thechildrenof Isreel return, andseekthe LORD ther
God, and David their King; and shdl fear the LORD and His goodnessn the latter
days.’

Look at Isaiah 11:11-12, ‘And it shallcometo passin thatday, thatthe Lord shall set
His hand again these@ndtime to recove theremnant of His people which shallbeleft
from Assyiia, andfrom Egypt, andfrom Pathrosand from Cush, andfrom Elam, and
from Shinar, andfrom Hamah, and from theislandsof the sea. And He shallsetup an
ensignfor thenations,andshdl (Oh, theshallsof God!) assembl¢heoutcastof Israd,
andgaher togeherthedispersd of Judahfrom thefour corne's of theearth.” How clear
thelanguageis here,in blackandwhite in your Bibles! Turn to Isaiah 27:12, ‘And it
shallcometo pasdan thatday, tha the LORD shallbeatoff from thechannelof theriver
unto the stream of Egypt,andye shallbe gathered oneby one O ye children of Israel.’
If thereis any doubtasto whomthelLord is referiing, He nailsit down in thelastphrase,
‘ye children of Israel.” Verse 13, ‘And it shdl cometo passin thatday, thatthe great
trumpetshal be blown, andthey shdl comewhich were realy to perish in the land of
Assylia, and the outcastsin the land of Egypt, and shdl worshipthe LORD in the holy
mountat Jeusalem’ Yes, theywill comebad to their homeland. Theyhavebeenre-
establishedas a nation. Theyarecomingbackto theirhomelaml. Look atlsaiah66:20
‘And they shdl bring all your brethran for an offering untothe LORD out of all nations
uponhorses,and in chariots,and in litters, anduponmules, and uponswift beasts, to
My holy mountin Jerusale,” asif there was any doubtasto wherethey would be
broughtback, right to thevery heart of theirhomeland.And who is the speaker?'saith
theLORD, asthechildren of Isreel bringanoffering in acleanvesséuntothe house of
the LORD.’

We also have Jeemiah16:15,‘But, the LORD liveth, tha broughtup the children of
Israg from the land of the north, and from all the landswhither He hathdriven them:
and | will bring them agan unto their land tha | gave unto their fathess’ (they are
restoredto thar ancestral homéand). Thesemultiple referencesshowhow clear it is
and tha we are not building a whole doctrineon oneverse. A few chapterslater,in
Jeemiah 23:8weread, But, theLORD liveth, which broughtup andwhichledtheseed
of the houseof Israel out of the north country, andfrom all countrieswhither | had
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driventhem; andthey shall dwell in thar ownland.” How clear is that? We may not
need to preach thesethings as strongly now aswe did before 1948, but it is goodto
reinforce that thisis the Lord’s doing. This wasprophesied. This wasforecastby the
Lord.

Look at Ezekiel 34:11-14, ‘For thussaih the Lord GOD; Behold, I, evenl, will both
saarch My she@, andsesk them out (a lovely, warm, endearingterm of howthe Lord
will go after thelost sheep of thehouseof Israel). As a shephed sedethout his flock
in thedaytha heis amonghis she@ thatare scattered; sowill | seekoutMy sheepand
will ddiverthemoutof all places where theyhavebeen scatteredn thecloudyanddark
day. And | will bring them out from the people,and gather themfrom the countries,
andwill bring themto their own land, andfeedthemuponthe mountainsof Israelby
the rivers, and in all the inhabited placesof the country (so specific, it cannot be
anyhingelse). | will feed them in agoodpastue,anduponthehigh mountainsof Israel
shal their fold be:there shdl theylie in agoodfold, andin afat pasture shalltheyfeed
upon the mourtains of Israel.” A coupleof pagesover, Ezekiel 37:2122. ‘Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Behold, | will take the children of Israel from amongthe heathen,
whither they begone,andwill gaherthemon every sideandbring theminto their own
land: andl will makethem onenationin thelanduponthe mountainsof Israel;andone
king shdl beking to them al: andthey shallbe no moretwo nationsneithershallthey
be dividedinto two kingdomsany more atall.” Thereis anothe Divine truth reveded
there —thatthey will be broughtinto onenaiton. andtheyshdl beno more two nations.
In Hosea 1:11 we havefurtherevidence of that. We read, Then shall the children of
Judahandthechildrenof Israé be gatheedtogeher, and appointthemselvesnehed,
andthey shdl come up out of theland: for grea shallbe the day of Jezreé’

It may seen amazing, even fantastic, that Israelhasbeen and is returningto her
ancestal homebut we shouldnever really be amazedf wha God saidwould happen
is hgppenng. We think of the Balfour Declaration, of 1948,the Six Day War of June
1967 andhow, aganstall odds,Godnotonly gavethevictory, butgavetheincrease of
theYom Kippur War of October1973,andmore recent attacks. All theseevents show
that the Lord is working out all thingsaccoding to His providentid will andpurpose
You think aboutthoseterrorist attackson the 7th Octoberlastyear,andif thatwasus,
we would be saying whatis happ@ing over there is terible; but what were the Jews,
the scattered sheepof the houseof Israd, doingall aroundtheworld? They were going
straight to their apps,their phones, their computes and their travel agentsto book
flightshome Theyhavebeendoingthat flocking backhome.

We finishwhere we started God knowsexactly whatHe is doing.

All Israel Shall be Saved

Turn to the Scriptures,to this great passagevhich is sorich in prophetictruth, Romans
11,andwe concentateour thoughtsontheparticular subject,All Israelshdl besaved.’
Tha is our theme, and we are basingour thoughtsuponthe words of verses25-29.

Thestudyof revival is onethatfasdnatesand interestanegreatly. We readthroughout
the Saiptures,in bothOld andNew Testanents,of many revivals. Perhapshegreatest
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revival of thosethatare recodedin the Sciipturesis in thatlovely, fascinatingbook of
thereluctantprophe, Jonah. We real thereof revival in the city of Nineveh,a revival
broughtaboutby the preachingof the prophetas hewamedof God’scomingjudgment.
Let me say from the very outsetof the meding, the Gospelhas neve, andwill never,
loseany of itsancentpower. It is always throughthefaithful preachingof God’sWord
thatindividuabk will cometo the Lord JesusChrist.

In the New Testanent,we read of arevivalin thecity of Sycha in Samariathefirst-
fruits of which wasthewomanatthewell, of whomwereadin John4. Thatis alovely
story of how the Lord went after anindividual, andHe wasalso pleasedto useher as
His instrumentto reach the many.

Throughouthistory, variousrevivalshave gripped nations. They havesweptthrough
comnmunities asthe Spirit of God hasdealt with men,women,boysandgirls. We read
thatin the Provinceof Ulster, in which | was bornandbred,there wasin 1625-1630the
Six-Mil e-Water Revival, which followed the plantationof Ulster. Eminent Scottish
divines came from Sootland, aciossthe Irish Seato Ulster, menlike Dunbar Ridge,
Cunninghan, Hamilton, Blair, and othersaswell. They faithfully preachedGod's Word
to thehungly massestthevery heat of rural County Antrim on thatoccasion.

After that there wasthe 1859 UIster Revivalwhen over 100,000precioussoulswere
swept into the Kingdomof God. We readin the history books thatthe yearpreceding
that 1858, therewas, in America, that gred movementof God that stated with a
lunchime prayer meeting in the city of New York and resulted,by the time it had
conduded, in the salvationof over a million precioussoulsaaossthatvastcourtry.

We read of Scothnd’smanyrevivals. So blessedwastha land thatit is sometimes
referred to as‘theland of manyrevivals.’ | haveabookin my studywith thattitle. To
takejustoneof thoseaccountstheKirk O Shottsrevival, whichtook placeon Monday,
21stJune1630. Therewas suchdemand from the peoplethatthe ministerswere asked
to spendanothernight andanothe day holding extra sevicesthat were not ordinarily
planne&l. Thosemenspenthenightin prayerandthey dedded thattheRevLivingstone
would bethe preache the nextday. Sofeaful washe of notbeng up to thetaskthat
heacaudly goton hishorseand fled to thecoast, hopingeven to getout of Scotland;but
the Lord stoppedhim, broughthim bad, challenge him andhe preachedhere. They
could noteven gointo thechurch. Theyhadto stand in thechurchyardontha ocasion,
and as the Word waspreachel, the heavens opened. Ratherthan stopping,as we might
bewontto doin 2024,he preachedon and spokeof the rain thatwascomingdown as
anillustration of God’sjudgmentthatpeopledesevedfor theirsins. It is saidthatthere
were ove 500 precioussoulsbroughtinto the kingdomof Godthatparticularday.

We read of various otherrevivals, including thoseat Lewis, at the last of which Dr
Duncan Campbel was usal mightily by Godto seea lastingwork donefor Himself.

Yes,weloveto readof, rgjoicein, andlearn from themanyrevivals which arerecorded
in the Bible, as well asotheis throughouthistory. Howeve, noneof thoserevivals that
we havejusttouchedon comecloseto whatthe Lord is yetto doin thelandof Israd at
the end of this presentevil age Hence we cometo our subjectof ‘all Israel shdl be
savel.’

This is a subjectwith which we could dealby just readingthe first line of verse26.
Or, we could take a series of meetingsjust to scrach the surfaceof this great
propositon, ‘all Israel shallbesaved.” We hope to strike a happymedium. Let uslook
at thissubpd underthe healingsof ‘Who? ‘What? ‘When? ‘How?' ‘W here?’We are
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not going to takethemin that particular order, but thosearegoodquestionsvhenever
we cometo any subject.

When?

Becauseit is the orderin which it comesin theseversesof Romansl1, we startour
constdemtion thinking aboutthe questionof ‘when’thesethingsocaur. Whenwill all
Israd be savel? Look at verse25, ‘Tha blindnessin partis happenedo Isreel, until
the fulnessof the Gentiles be comein.” Thatword ‘until’ is a key word in prophetic
Scripture. IntheWord of God, andespecally in the propheticScriptureswe are given
greatdetil with regardto the orderof events. Thisis akey to undestandingmany of
the prophetc Scripturesgiven throughouthe Word of God.

Thereis avery strongexampleof thisin Matthew24 and25. Thesearekey chaptes
of eschablogical scripture. Tha is a big word, andit comesfrom two Greekwords
compoundedogether— esthatosmeans ‘last, or ‘last things;’andologyis to do with
study of aword. So,we havea word aboutlast things,and thatis where we get this
Endish word, ‘eschatology.’ Look at the first few words of Matthew 24. The Lord
JesusChiist wassitting uponthe Mount of Olives. He wasaddessingHis disdplesin
sucha lovely, wondeful, warm way. He addressedthem privately, away from the
listening eas of thosewho wishedto ensnae Him andtrap him in His words,andit is
in that private seting that He outlined much of what mustshortly cometo pass,even
for usevenyet Theseare key scripturesandthis is my pointin turning you to this
passae— we havea word thatoccursoverandover agan. It is akey word, andit is
theword ‘then.” Look down throughchaptes 24 and25. In chapter24,1 countedthe
word ‘then’ 10times,ard in chagter 25youread'then’ 11times. Thatis 21times. That
is extremdy significant.

If 1 tell thechildrenonmy bus,'Put your sedbdt on,then | will drive off,” theyknow
exacty wha that means. Children know what the word ‘then’ means. So we, as
students of the Scriptures,oughtto undestandwhatthe Lord meant. In fact, it is one
of the key premises of pre-millennial eschatology, tha hemeneutic (method of
interpretation) wherewe take the Scripturesliterally whenit is possibleto do so. We
are never told the year,month,week, or day whenthe Lord will comeagain. In fad,
we are told that the oppositeis the case— we are not to speculate. Chiist makesit
extremdy clear in Matthew 25:13, ‘Watch therefore, for ye know neitherthe day nor
the hourwherein the Sonof Man comeh.” We canseethe wisdomin this, becaiseif
sone of usthoughtthatthe Lord is coming bak manyyearsin thefuture wha would
we doin themeantme?

We do not know the day nor the hour, but we are told somethingof the orde or
sajuenceof evens which is often given to usin thesepropheic portionsof Scripture.
Matthew 24 and 25, are casesin point for that, but we haveit hereaswell in Romans
11. Theseare thingsfor which we oughtto be looking out. ‘Until’ the Word of God
tells usher, ‘the fulnessof the Gentilesbe comein.” We arestill living in the period
of world history known as ‘the timesof the Gentiles.” We thoughtabouttha earlier
when constleiing the grafting in of the Gentie nations. It is thetime periodthatwas
ustered in when God gave Israé, specifcally the southen kingdom of Judahand
Berjamin (God hadgiven over the othe tentribes,the northen kingdom,manyyears
previousy) to the handof Nebuchalnezar (Daniel1). Thatwasabout606BC. That
period is yetto come to afull close. There hasbeena partialrecovering,butonly God
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knows when that particular pointin His propheticcalenda will come. Howeer, that
will mark the endof thetimesof the Gentiles or, aswe rea in theverse25, thefulness
of the Geniles.

Wha is thefulnessof the Gentiles? Thereare sone who claim tha it meansthe same
here asit meantin verse12 of this chepter, where we havea referenceto the fulnessof
Israd. Theycall themsévespost-millennidists,andtheybelieve it meanstheir spiritual
fulnessand tha when they havebeenfully convertedto Christ, the result will be that
theywill gooutandevangéze the Jewsand theythenwill besavel in greatnumbe's.
Howeve, there areproblanswith that. We aretold thatthe fulnessof Israd will have
suchaneffect on the Gentiles thatit will belike life fromthedead. Now, how canyou
fill tha which hasareadybeen filled? How canyou be fuller thanfull? It is not
possble.

There are otherswho teach that the Jewns, asa nation, will remainin unbeliefright
throughuntil the end,that theywill bein hardnes®f heat, until the very last elected
Gentile is broughtto Christ,and soall Israel will be savedat tha point. Thesewould
bethea-millennialists,butthereisthe sameobjedion — how canyou befuller thanfull?
So to what doesthe ‘until’ refer? Look againin Matthev 24. The Saviourspeaksin
verse 14 of ‘this gospel,’and the gospelmessagés atthe heart of it all. It alwayshas
been, will be,andisnow. ‘This gospelof thekingdomshallbepreahedin all theworld
for awitnessunto all nations;and then(there is thatword, a sequenceoneof thoseten
ocaurrences) shalltheend come’ Thatis what will ushe in the end. Thisis after the
Gospé has fully penerated into all of the nationsof theworld. Thenwe haveRomans
11:26,whichtells usof therestorationof Isreel. It happensvhen, or after,the Deliverer
comes out of Sion. Tha is nothing other than the return of the Lord JesusChrist
Himsef.

Now | wantto consicer someOld Testameniportions. Look at Isaiah59:20-21. This
is areference to Christ's secondcoming. ‘And the Redeemershdl cometo Zion, and
unto them thatturnfrom transgresionin Jacob,saiththe LORD. As for Me, thisis My
covenantwith them saiththe LORD; My Spirit thatis upon thee,andMy wordswhich
| haveputin thy mouth,shdl notdepat out of thy mouth,nor out of the mouthof thy
seal, nor out of themouthof thy seed’sseed, saiththe LORD, from henceforth andfor
ever.' Thatis the restorationthat Paul waswriting abouthere in thesewords. It is at
thetime of the SecondComing of the Lord JesusChrist.

Both postmillennalism and pre-millennialism, in a sense,seeworldwide blessing
following the resbration of Israd. However accoring to post-millennialism,the
redoration of Israelcomesa long time before the seond coming. Thatis the meaning
of theword ‘ postmillennial.” Someseeit asaliteral thousadyearsandothessasavery
long,undgerminedtime. Tha doesnotfit with whatwe read herein Romans 11, of the
redoration of Israelbeingafterthe Second Comingof Chiist.

The sgquene is given in verses25-26, ‘Blindnessin pat is hgppenedo Israel until
thefulnessof the Gentilesbe comein. And soall Isreel shdl besaved.” Turnto afew
otherportions. We will read Zecharieh 12:10-11, remembeing the Lord is the speake
here throughtheprophet. Godsays,And | will pouruponthehouseof David,andupon
theinhabtantsof Jerusale, the spirit of graceandof supplicationsandthey shalllook
uponMe whomthey have pierced,’ andwhat will happ&? Therewill be areactionto
that Theyshal mournfor Him. Thatis at the SecondComing. ‘They shdl mourn for
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Him, as onemournethfor his only son,andshallbe in bitternessor Him, asonethat
is in bitternessfor his firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourningin
Jeusakbm, asthe mourningof Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo.” Thatis in
Zecharah at the end of the Old Testanent. Turn to the end of the New Testamento
Rewlaton 1:7, ‘Behold, (that is one of thosewords that come before sonething of
utmostimportance)He (Christ) comethwith clouds;and evel eyeshallseeHim, and
(importantly there in the heart of the verse)they also which piercedHim: and all
kindredsof the eath shallwail becaiseof Him. Even so,Amen.’

Who?

All Isreel shal besavel. Let uslook atthe‘who.” To whomdoesthisterm ‘all Israel’
refer? In the sequencef eschdologicd everts, the Lord hasareadycauséd all the
sattered Jews from aroundtheworld to return to their ancestrband their rightful home
again. However, it is therethat the Jewswill undergogreattribulation suchaswas
never expeliencedsincetheworld began.

Althoughit is notin Saipture,there are many of the view thatthe churchis goingto
be raptured out andsavel from al thesethings. | do notseeit. In fact, theseverses
that | am about to quote from Christ’s teaching, as He sat and taught the disciples
privately, teach the completeopposte. The Lord JesusChiist spokeaboutthe grea
tribulation period, which wasfuture for Him asHe satthere on the Mount of Olives
2000 yeas ago. It is still future for ustoday eventhoughmuchtribulation has been
endued in the inteim yeas. Look at Matthew 24:21-22. ‘For then shall be gred
tribulation, sud wasnat sincethe beginningof theworld to thistime, no, nor evershall
be And except thosedaysshdl be shotened,thereshouldno flesh be saved:but for
the elect’s s&e thosedaysshallbe shorened.’

Now tha word ‘and in the original could just as easily be translated'but.” The
translatorsdo nothaveit wrong,butit canbereadeithe way. Wha doesthatversetell
us? It tells usthatthe Lord will shorten the daysof thetribulation periodfor the sake
of the elead who are cleaty in the middle of it. They arenot rapturedaway for their
sdety or plessureor their good,aspart oneof the semnd coming, assometeach. In
fact, it isabundanty clearfromverse22,thattheeled will be presat herefor thegreat
tribulation period whendaysareshortenedor their sakes.

However, it isduringthatdark, dark time in ther futurehistory, two-thirdsof the Jews
shal be cut off anddie. They shallbekilled by the ordeis or actionsof the antichrist.
| told anoher ministerthat one day whenwe were chattingaboutthesethingsandhe
askead me ‘W heredo you get that from, brother? | gave him thetextthatl amabout
to give you, and he wassilent for about30 secondsandthenhe said, Wow! thatis so
clear.” Look at Zechariahl3:8-9,'And it shal cometo passthatin all the land, sath
the LORD, two partstherein shallbe cut off ard die, but the third shallbeleft therein.
And | will bring thethird part throughthefire, andwill refine them assilver is refined,
and will try themas gold is tried.” Two-thirds will be cut off, two-thirds will be
eliminated, two-thirdswill bewiped out, but onethird will be preservd, theremnant.

Thatis not just bringing themthroughin the physica sense. Look at the last part of
tha verse It is alreadyimplied in thefirst patt of verse9 thatit is a spiritud thing, but
in thelastpartitisconfirmed. ‘Theyshallcal on My name andl will hearthem:| will
say, it is My people;and they shall say the LORD is my God.” So,theanswe to that
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gueston is very simple. It is the remnant,thoseremaning Javs thatareto bein still
future daysbroughtthroughthe greattribulationperiod,theremainingone-thirdspoken
of by Zechaiah the prophet.

What?

We look now atthe‘what.” All Israel shallbe savel, andthatstatemenis very clearly
referiing to the spiritual sdvation of the remnantof the Jews, the remainingthird that
will suwvive thatgred tribulation period brought uponthemby the antichrist,andthat
theyall will be saved. In our introductionon revival, we saidthatthe greatestevival
of all time is still yetto come. Again,Zecdhariah13:9, ‘And | will bring the third part
throughthe fire, andwill refine them assilver is refined, andwill try them asgold is
tried:theyshdl cal on My name,andl will hearthem:1 will say,It is My peoge: and
theyshdl say, the LORD is my God.” We readtha versebefore butit bearsrepetiion
overand ove againto get tha truth into our minds.

We do not just basethesethingson a verse or two, but there is so muchmore aswe
readwhat Scripture says. Look at Ezekid 36:24-27,'For | will takeyou from among
the heathen,andgathe you out of all countriesandwill bring you into your own land.
Then (thisword of sequace)will | sprinklecleanwateruponyou,andye shallbeclean
from all your filthiness,and from al your idols, will | cleanseyou.” That will be
enough;that will be sufficient, but in verse26, we have threereferencs to the hard
work tha is to be done. The Lord is definitely spe&ing of andreferring to salvation
blesshg. ‘A newheat (numbe 1), alsowill | giveyou,andanew spiritwill | putwithin
you: andl will takeaway the stonyheart out of your flesh (number 2). And will give
you a heart of flesh. And | will put My Spirit within you andcauseyou to walk in My
statutes and ye shall keep My judgmaents, and do them (number3).” There are two
referencesto God's Spirit being putwithin them;and threereferencesin theseverseso
anewheat. Now thisis akey, anotablepassageof Scripture. TheLord is thespe&er
andHe is clearly addressinghe Jews the houseof Israé.

Now look at verse22, ‘Therefore say unto the houseof Israd, thus saiththe Lord
GOD.’ ltisclearwhois doingthespekingandit is clearwho He is addressinghrough
theseverses. He is speking of a future spiritud cleansingof the heart of these
individuak of the houseof Israd that God will perform by the operationof the Holy
Spirit amongstHis elect peopleof Israel. In fact, He uses languagethat canonly be
taken, only applied asbeingspiiitual andinternal, of awork in the heat. Many times
thiswasreferredto aswe have sea in verses26 and27. Look atEzekiel 37:21,23,and
27. We would love to read the whole passageas we arenot picking out bits to makeit
sounddifferentfrom wha the adual teachingis. Verse21reads,‘And sayuntothem,
thus sath the Lord GOD, Behold, | will take the children of Israelfrom amongthe
heathen, whitherthey be gone and will gathe them on evey side,andbring theminto
their own land.” Thatis the physica restorationto the land.

Next, look at verse23, ‘N eithershallthey defile themselvesiny morewith theiridols
(thereis a changeof heart), nor with their detestablehings, nor with any of ther
transgessons;but (the word ‘but’ is alwaysa turning pointin Saipture. My minister
talked about great doors turning on small hinges)! will savethem out of all their
dwdlingpleces, wherén they have sinnal andwill cleansethem (cleansingfrom sin, a
spiritual harvest a spiritual revival of the heart): soshdl theybe My peopleand | will
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betherr God.” Look atverse27,‘My tabenack alsoshdl bewith them,yea, | will be
thar God,andtheyshallbe My people’ Thatis the eled, the remnant, the remaining
third patt of the Jews.

Where?

Let usthink of the‘where’ At this stagein futurehistoly, all the Jews will begatherel
in Isreel. Tha issoclearfrom all theversesthatwe haveread,notonly this afternoon,
but also already in this messge. It is from there thatthey will seeandwitnesswith
thar own eyes the comingof the Lord JesusChristto the earth again. Revelationl:7
tells us, ‘Behold, He comethwith clouds;andeveryeyeshdl seeHim.” Christis the
‘He.’ Thatwill beaworldwide withess.A coupleof hundedyearsago,we would have
wondeed howthatwould bepossible | remenbergoingto alecture,a Farada lecture
in Queen’s University, in 1998. It was sponsord by one of the mobile phone
compankisand atthattime we hadneverhead of mobile phones.Therewere hundreds
of studentsthere. |1 wasan engineeing studert atthetime andl remembethe manat
thefront making this statement,By themillennium, by theyea 2000,ever studentin
thisroomwill haveamobilephone’ | rememberjoking andsayingto my mates, ‘1 will
never havea mobile phone.’ | did not know that by the year2000,! would be on my
secondor third phone.We have internd and areableto seethingsfrom acrosstheworld
—live. We havedifficulty with thingslike this, butwith theLord, nothingis impossible.
Nothing will thwartHis promisesor purposes.We have sdd thatmultiple timestoday
already

When He comeswith clouds,evely eye shdl seeHim, but thenit goesfrom the
worldwide witnessright down to thosewho piercedHim. Seethe seond part of that
verse,' And theyalsowhich pierced Him (thatis spedfically theJew). And all kindreds
of the eath shall wail becaiseof Him. Evenso, Amen.” Whatwill happenat the
secondcomingof Christ? Initially, Christ will comefrom heavenjn theclouds,in the
air, with all Hisholy, elect angels,andthedeadin Christwill beraisedfrom theirgraves
tojoin Himin theair. Wereadin 1 Thesséonians4:16-17,'For the Lord Himsdf shall
deseendfrom heavenwith a shout,andwith the voice of the archangel, andwith the
trump of God: andthedeal in Christshdl risefirst.’

Noticeimmediately after tha great, that notable tha public event,thosebelieversvho
are alive and remain shallbe caughtup togetherto meet Him in theair. Thatwill bea
huge, public spectacleanevent. Versel7 outlinesit for us, Then we which arealive
and reman shal be caughtup together with them(thedeadin Christwhohavealready
joined Him), in the clouds,to meetthe Lord in the air: so shall we ever be with the
Lord.’

Whathgppensatthatpoint? There is controversyas somebelieveHe will go backto
a kind of secondpart, but the Scriptures of truth do not tead thatthe Second Coming
will bein two parts. ThelLord JesusChristwill descendn the cloudswith all His holy
angds, with al the deadin Christ,andwith all thosethatarealive andremain. What
hgppensthen? Do we all goto heave? No! He will thencontinueHis descento the
earth, and He will stepfoot uponthe Mount of Olives, which shallthenseparte into
two pats, onefalling to the north and the other falling to the south,leaving a great
valley in betveen. Canyou imaginethatscene? Thatis not made up. Let usgo to
Scripture to see whatthe Word of God says. Zechaiah 14:4,‘And His feet (Christ’s
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feet)shdl standin thatday uponthe Mount of Olives (the very place from which He
ascanded)which is beforeJeusalen on the east, andthe Mount of Olives shall cleave
in the midstthereof toward the eastandtowardthe west,and thereshallbe a very great
valley; andhdf of themountainshallremovetowardthe north,andhdf of it towardthe
souh.’

Tha will beaspectate to seewhentheremnanif theJews, thethird whoreman, see
Him at thistime, theywill instantly recognizeHim astheir promisedViessiah.A nation
will bespirtualy bornagainin an instantwhentheyseeHim in Israé asKing in all His
glory. Look at Isaiah66:8,'W ho hah heard such athing? Who hath seensuchthings?
Shal the eath be madeto bring forth in oneday? Or shdl a nationbe bornat once?
For as soonas Zion travailed, shebroughtforth herchildren.’Is tha not desciptive of
what we havebeenthinking about? Verses 9-10, ‘Shall | bring to the birth, and not
cawseto bring forth? saiththe LORD: shdl | causeto bring forth, andshutthe womb?
sath thy God. Rejoiceye with Jeruséem, andbe glad with her, all ye thatlove her:
rejoice for joy with her, all ye thatmournfor her.” What aspectacle,whata scene, what
adaythatwill be! Arewe interested in revival? Whataboutthe futurerevival of Israé
thatis yet to come?

How?

We want to look atthe ‘how.” Thereis gred overlap betweenall thesepointsandwe
arethankful for that. All Israd shall be saved. How will they be saved? Zechariah
12:10-14,‘And | will pour upon the houseof David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jewusakm, the spirit of graceand of supplicaions: andthey shalllook uponMe whom
theyhave pierced (verysimilar to Revdation 1:7), andtheyshdl mournfor Him, asone
mourneh for his only son,andshallbein bittemessfor Him, as oneis in bittemessfor
hisfirstborn. In thatdayshalltherebe a gred mourningin Jeusalemasthe mourning
of Hadalrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And the land shall mourn,evey family
apat; the family of the houseof David apart, andtheir wives apat; the family of the
houseof Nathanapart,and their wives apart; the family of the houseof Levi apart,and
their wives apart thefamily of Shimeiapat, and thaer wives apat. All thefamiliesthat
remain (the renmant), evay family apat, andtheir wives apat.” All Israelshall be
saval when they seeHim. The Spirit of Godwill apply whatthey seewith their own
eyes.

The Gospé will still havelostnoneof its power. Go backto wherewe startedandthen
wewill finish. Romans11:26-29, And soall Israelshallbesaved:asit is written, There
shall comeout of Sionthe Deliverer, andshall turn away ungodlinesgrom Ja®b; for
this is My covenantunto them, when | shall take away ther sins (verse 28 is so
imporantbecausethe Gospe is never setto theside TheGospelis goodnews,thebest
possble news, to the Gentile, but also to those that have beenre-grafted. As
conaerning the Gospel,they are enemiesfor your sakes:but as touchingthe eledion,
they are bdoved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are without
repenan@.’ That verse29 is perhapsone of the most wonderiil versesin all the
Scripture

Again, go back to wherewe stated, the Lord knowsexadly whatHe is doing. There
are no secondthoughts
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