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On 20th January 1962," Mr Edward Joshua Poole-Connor
was called home to glory. He graciously spoke many times for
the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony yet comparatively few
people know anything about this man of God, or what believed
and taught concerning prophecy.

The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony did publish a
volume containing various messages given over many years, at
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony meetings, entitled ‘Champion

for the Truth, the Prophetic Messages of E J Poole-Connor’.2

E J Poole Connor was born at Hackney, on Saturday, 27th
July, 1872. As a child he was delicate, and it was thought that he
would not reach manhood. His education was fitful, the
consequence being that in later years he had much leeway to
make up. The family was of Irish extraction. Mr Poole-Connor’s
parents were devout Christians and earnest Protestants, being
attached to the Calvinistic Independents.

They were strict in discipline, but most lovable in

' The material from which this biographical sketch of the life E. J. Poole-
Connor (1872 - 1962) has been taken, was published in Watching & Waiting to
varying degrees on a number of occasions, September - October 1952, see
Bound Volume 14, No 17; March-April 1962, see Bound Volume 17, No 2 and
July - September 2011 which marked the 50th anniversary of his home call.
See Bound Volume 27, No 19.

2 Available from our online bookstore. Price £5.00. See here.


https://sgat.org/authors-p.html

character, and, to their children, the Lord’s Day was the happiest
day of the week.

Edward Joshua was converted early in life. During his
‘teens’ he had a Sunday school class in which several scholars
were older than their teacher. He recalls hearing at this period
some of the great preachers of an age of preaching - Charles
Haddon Spurgeon, Joseph Parker, Dwight L Moody, James
Hudson Taylor, Alexander Maclaren.

He was baptised by immersion at the age of 21 and took
charge of Aldershot Baptist Church. Four years at Aldershot,
followed by a shorter pastorate in London, led to an exceedingly
happy ten years in Surbiton. Here Mr Poole Connor had the
honour of the friendship of Dr Barnardo.

He sat for and passed the Ministerial Recognition
Examination of the Baptist Union, but later left the Baptist Union for
the same reasons that led C H Spurgeon to fight the ‘Downgrade’
controversy and to sever himself from that Union. Mr Poole-
Connor always referred to Mr Spurgeon’s action with full approval.
He promoted the Spurgeon centenary Mission in 1934.

On leaving the Baptists, he became assistant to Pastor W
Fuller Gooch, of the unsectarian Lansdowne Hall at West

Norwood, and there saw more clearly the weaknesses of the



partial rapture and higher dispensational teachings.

His life was enriched by the friendship of Pastor James
Stephens, MA, of Highgate Road Chapel, who introduced him to
the writings of Mr B W Newton whose teachings he largely
embraced, although he had learned similar second advent
teaching previously.

He frequently paid tribute in glad acknowledgement to the
value of Mr Newton’s unfolding of scriptural and protestant truth,
which strengthened his grasp of Bible Teaching in the knowledge
of the whole counsel of God.

He was invited to the church at Talbot Tabernacle in 1913,
as pastor, and for two periods he ministered the gospel with
much acceptance there.

His two pastoral periods there were divided by service as
secretary of the North Africa Mission. This work took him

frequently to the Barbary States in North Africa.

The Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches
During his second term at the Talbot Tabernacle, he
sought to draw together in a closer fellowship the unattached
churches and missions in this country. That led him in 1922 to
take steps in the formation of what is now the Fellowship of

Independent Evangelical Churches.



Later, he served that Fellowship as National

Commissioner. At the end of World War |l he undertook the
reopening of the All Nations Bible College at Maidenhead, where
he was Honorary Principal for three years.
The Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches’ Handbook
carries the following paragraph:

POOLE-CONNOR. EDWARD JOSHUA,

* UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON and BAPTIST UNION

EXAMINATION, Baptist Church, Aldershot, 1890-97;

* Borough Road, 1898-1900;

 Surbiton, 1900-10;

* Assistant Pastor, Lansdowne Hall, Norwood, 1910-12;
+ Talbot Tabernacle, 1913-21;

* Deputation Secretary, North Africa Mission, 1921-29;

« Walker Memorial Church, Cheltenham, 1929-30;

» Secretary, North Africa Mission, 1931-33;

+ Talbot Tabernacle, 1933-43;

* National Commissioner for F.LE.C., 1943-48;

» Honorary Principal, All Nations Bible College, 1945-48;

* Principal Emeritus. 1948.



In addition to his North African travels, he visited France,
Germany, Holland, Belgium, Spain, Switzerland, and Italy in the
Lord’s service, and at eighty years of age he fulfilled a preaching
and lecturing tour in the United States.

Mr. Poole-Connor was married in 1895 to Miss Edith Ford,
who is of Huguenot descent. She has been his constant helper
through the years, and survives him, with three generations
following.

His story appeared in the Churchman's Magazine,
October, 1960, from his own pen as follows:

'Evangelical Protestantism has been ingrained in our
family for many generations. Our ancestors were members
of the Irish Roman Catholic clan of the O'Connors, and
when one of them was converted to simple saving faith in
Christ, his life was endangered; but it was spared on
condition that he left Ireland and omitted the prefix,
'O' (which is something like the 'de' of the French and the
'von' of the German) from his name; thereby renouncing all
clan claims and privileges.

One of his descendants (my grandfather) married a godly
English lady, a Miss Poole, who so endeared herself to her

numerous family that they grafted her maiden name on to



their own; thus the compound cognomen came into
existence.

My beloved father, who was a deacon of a Calvinistic
Independent Church in Hackney, and a most saintly man,
early trained me in the tenets and history of Protestantism.

At the age of about eighteen | became the Secretary of the
local Calvinistic Protestant Union, and used to attend the
great enthusiastic Protestant gatherings at the old Exeter
Hall, and was an ardent supporter of the first Mr. John
Kensit's crusade.

From earliest childhood | had been taught to trust in the
Saviour; and shortly after my twenty-first birthday | became
pastor of the Baptist Church at Aldershot, and Chaplain to
the Baptist troops.

Later | ministered as pastor to the Baptist Churches in
Borough Road, London, and Surbiton, Surrey. While there |
pursued my studies at London University and passed the
examinations set by the Baptist Union; but | left the Union
shortly after; partly on account of what | felt to be the
increasing, latitude given to Modernism within its ranks and
partly because | felt more drawn to the inter-denominational

position.



| became assistant to the Rev. William Fuller Gooch, of
West Norwood, one of the leading lights of the Evangelical
Alliance, and from thence went as pastor to the Talbot
Tabernacle, Bayswater; where, in all, | remained for eighteen
years; but the spell of service there was broken by ten years
of secretarial association with the North Africa Mission, in
connection with which | paid many visits to the Northern
African lands.

From 1943 onward | became occupied with the work of
the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches, which
| had been the means of founding, and in which my interests
have continued mainly to be centred.

My memory goes back to a day unknown to the majority
of the present generation. | have heard Spurgeon, and
Joseph Parker, and Hudson Taylor, and Moody preach;
and Sankey sing. | have worked with Dr. Harry Guinness
and Dr. F. B. Meyer.

| have listened to Protestant and pulpit oratory, marked by
theological knowledge, and heart-moving eloquence such
as is unknown at the present time; and since | am looking
back over the past | may add that | have preached (by

interpretation) in all the countries in Europe except



Scandinavia; have also visited America and there spoken
over the air, and at Moody's College in Chicago.

Through all these long years my love for and devotion to
the Evangelical Protestant faith has rather increased than
decreased; and | mourn over its decline in the so-called
Protestant Churches.

The desire, publicly expressed by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, that the breach between the Church of England
and the Church of Rome should be healed; the steady
pressure of the World Council of Churches towards the
establishment of a World Church in which Rome is to take a
leading part, are among the features of the present day that
fill me with disquiet.

It is for this reason that | have the utmost sympathy for the
work of the Protestant Truth Society, and rejoice that the
grandson of its founder is so wisely and energetically still
carrying it on.

E. J. POOLE-CONNOR.’

Mr Poole-Connor’s interests were numerous and far-

reaching, among which must be named, some very dear to his

heart:



The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony

For the last forty years he has always been a welcome
speaker on the s.G.A.T. platform, at its conferences and as a
writer in Watching and Waiting. He was never happier than in its
service.

Of the works of B. W. Newton he said that he regarded his
teaching on the subject of the Lord's return and many other
subjects as singularly scriptural and compelling.

Mr. Poole-Connor's booklet The Coming of the Son of Man
is both simple, comprehensive and scriptural. The S.G.A.T. had
the privilege of publishing the third Edition thereof.

The present S.G.A.T. secretary heard him preach many
times for the Testimony during the period 1950-19613.

Of the works of B W Newton, Mr Poole-Connor said that
he regarded his teaching on the subject of the Lord’s return and
many other subjects as singularly scriptural and compelling. His
booklet ‘The Coming of the Son of Man’ is simple,

comprehensive, and scriptural.

The Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel
He loved lIsrael, and David Baron and the Mission he

founded; with its witness concerning Christ as Israel's Messiah,

3 Mr Stephen A Toms was secretary of the SGAT for 50 years from 1975 - 2024.



and concerning Israel to the church.
After the death of Mr. and Mrs. Baron, when new leadership
was an imperative need, he introduced the Rev. Elijjah Bendor

Samuel to the Trustees, who called him to the Directorship.

The Evangelical Library
While still in its early days as the 'Free Grace Library' in the
sole care of Mr. Geoffrey Williams he 'discovered' it and did much
to preserve it, bring it to London and to world-wide prominence.

He, too was a founding member of the London Bible College.

The Bible League
This was another work that had his whole-hearted support
from its inception and after the death of the Editor, the Rev. W. E.
Dalling, M.A., he undertook that task, which he has fulfilled with

the ability of devout scholarship for the last six years.

The International Council of Christian Churches

He was present in Amsterdam in August, 1948, at the
founding congress of the |1.C.C.C. and consistently supported it
thereafter, and when in 1955 the English (now British)
Consultative Committee emerged he stood with it and gave it his

ever wise and sound advice.



Most of its publications passed his editorial scrutiny.
Likewise he supervised the English of the I.C.C.C. quarterly -

The Reformation Review.

London Bible College
Mr. Poole-Connor was also a founding member of the

London Bible College.

He lived under the Benediction of the love of God, the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

His life had been characterised by a simple faith in the
Word of God and the God of the Word; sound theology in a full
grasp of the historic Christian faith, protestant, puritan, reformed
and evangelical; a witness of separation from the prevailing and
deepening apostasy and a sure expectation of the coming again
of the Lord, the resurrection morning and the glories that shall
follow; both for the Church, Israel, the Nations of the World and
then the New Heaven and the New Earth.

His teaching embraced the full Gospel of free and
sovereign grace and in eschatology he was scripturally simple
futurist, premillennial and post tribulational; always ministered

graciously, a model of ‘Preaching the Truth in love’.



Works by Mr Poole-Connor currently available from the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony include

* ‘The Coming of the Son of Man,’

« ‘Behaviour for Young Christians,’

* ‘Christ's Millennial Kingdom,’

« ‘The Gateway to a Golden Age,’

» Champion for the Truth, The Prophetic Messages of E.J.

Poole-Connor

Other publications by Mr Poole-Connor:

* Evangelicalism in England

* Evangelical Unity

» Apostasy Of English Non-Conformity

+ Denominational Confusion and the Way Out

*  Why | Prefer the Authorised Version of the English Bible

» The Apostasy of English Nonconformity

* The Spurgeon Centenary - An Ominous Silence

» Basic Doctrine

* The World Council of Churches, its cure for disunity and
its cost

*  The World Council of Churches, Whence and Whither?

+ The Revised Standard Version Examined

» Visitations of Grace, in 1859.
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