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| am greatly honoured! to be here and to have had the
invitation to minister in the things of God on this very important
occasion. | can recall some of those good times | have enjoyed
around the Word of God, and count it a privilege to speak of
meeting a few of the leaders of the Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony. It is with great joy | recollect having fellowship with Mr
Fromow.

What a stalwart figure he was in the defence of the Word
of God and the study of the prophetic scriptures! He was a godly
man with a remarkable influence and it was always a joy to listen
to Mr Fromow expound the Word of God. | had opportunity to be
in his home and also take some journeys with him. We had him
speak in our church over in Northern Ireland. Then there was Mr
Payne who was a huge encouragement to me as well. | was in
his church ministering many years ago.

Our esteemed secretary and his wife, Mr and Mrs Toms,
have been long-standing friends and we have shared many
experiences together including a little time in Israel as well as in

other places where we have opened up the Word of God

" This is the substance of the sermon preached on Saturday, 24th November,
2018 at the Centenary Service of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony held
in Westminster Baptist Church, London. The message was recorded and may
be downloaded from the SGAT web-site



together. | am thankful for their encouragement and friendship
over these years.

Mention has been made in the earlier part of the meeting
of Mr Newmark. | cannot leave him out. He likewise visited our
congregation in Northern Ireland. What a rare man he was with
characteristically great skill opening up the Book of God!

Dr Brian Green, who would have been here today if the
Lord had spared him thus far in his lifetime, gave valuable
service as he was always there as an inspiration to the friends
who came.

As we speak of him and his dear wife, Pat, we think of
years of witness together with Mr Fromow in those early times
when we had opportunities to go to different places.

So we look back with thanksgiving for this Testimony. It is
a unique Testimony. You would have to go far in this City of
London and elsewhere in this country to find a similar body of
people with strong convictions who believe as we do in taking the
whole counsel of God in regard to prophetic teaching.

You see, we stand unreservedly by what the Bible
teaches. We do not endeavour to interpret the Word of God
metaphorically but we want to take the Word of God literally as

far as we can, expounding the things of Christ.



NOTE THE FIRST THING THE LORD SAID

ABOUT SCRIPTURE, AS ONE LED OF THE SPIRIT

Let us turn to Matthew 4 and look at this passage
together. The opening words read. ‘Then was Jesus led up of
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And
when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was
afterward an hungred. And when the tempter came to Him, he
said, If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be
made bread. But He answered and said, It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God.’

| want to talk today about the Bible, the written Word of
God, and it is my intention to impress upon you the certainty of
those things which are most surely believed among us. To do
this, | am taking you to this passage of Scripture.

It has been read many times in public, and | have no
doubt everyone present in this congregation has read it
personally on numerous occasions. It has been taught in
Sunday Schools and children’s meetings across the country.
These verses are surely among the best-known in the Gospels.
Look again at verse 4 of the chapter because | wish to put

emphasis upon this part of the narrative.



| believe this verse is very appropriate for today, ‘But He
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” The scene is the temptation of our Lord in the wilderness
of Judaea and there the Saviour was tempted of the devil forty
days and forty nights. The Lord was tempted there for you and
for me. He was not there purely on His own account for He had
nothing to prove.

We have to remember that in reference to this fourth
chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. He has nothing to prove in regard
to His purity of life, His immaculate holiness. He Himself said,
‘The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me’ (John
13:30). You have heard those words. They are in the Scriptures.
Let me do a paraphrase of them — The Saviour said, the prince of
this world cometh but he has nothing in Me, nothing at all.

There is a double emphasis really to be noticed in those
words where the Lord is saying the devil has ‘nothing on Me.’
That is something you can say for sure and is the reason | am
emphasising how the Lord entered into this conflict in the
wilderness of Judaea for you and for me. You can say, ‘He took
my place in facing the adversary.’

It was a head-to-head confrontation between Christ and the



devil, between the One Who is the personification of Divine
wisdom and the one who, on the other hand, is the sum of infernal
wisdom. Then let us observe how the Lord entered into the field of
conflict and how He gained the victory over the enemy. He was
taking your place. He won the victory there for you.

| direct your attention then to this fourth verse of the
chapter. Let us see how the battle with the adversary developed.
In verses 1-11 there are three pictures in the temptation that
unfold to us. The first concerns the Word of God. (The second is
the Worship-place, the Temple and the third, the World).

The Word is the battleground in the devil’s first encounter
with Christ and has a bearing on when the Christian endeavours
to live for the Lord in times like these. The Word of God itself is a

battleground and the Christian needs to be aware of that.

HOW THE LORD ANSWERED THE DEVIL'S ASSAULT
The adversary is given three titles in this portion. First of
all, he is referred to as ‘the devil’ (verse 1). Later on in the
narrative, he is called ‘the tempter’ (verse 3). Then he is given
the name ‘Satan’ (verse 10).
Satan can change his approach. He never changes his
character. He changes the tactics because his intention always

is to take down, to destroy the testimony of Jesus Christ. You will



mark from verse 4, how the Saviour responded, ‘But He
answered.’ This is the first stage of the temptation, the
battleground, and Jesus responded with the Word of God. The
Lord gave the answer.

Let us remember that in every bit of the conflict you may
be aware of, the answer lies with the Lord. God has given the
answer to the devil; and only Christ has the answer, for a
Christian could never survive the conflict without the enabling
grace of God.

It is because He stood in for us, engaged in this
tremendous conflict described in Matthew 4, took your place and
my place there during those dreadful days. It is because of what
He has accomplished for us that we rejoice in the victory of Christ.

Now this first answer of the Lord in verse 4 directs our
attention to the Book of Deuteronomy. You see the words there.
It is not every Christian who realises this is a quotation. Many of
you do and you are the better for knowing it but there are some
of the Lord’s people who are not aware that these words belong
to the Old Testament.

They come from the Book of Deuteronomy. Our Lord
Jesus Christ was quoting Scripture. That is the answer the Lord

gave. He used the Word. He did not use weapons that were



solely and specifically at His own disposal but He took the Word
of God. Let us turn to the passage; it is Deuteronomy 8. This
chapter is well worth much more attention than we can give to it
just now but we will look at verses 2-3, where the Lord refers to
the forty years wanderings in the wilderness.

The Book of Deuteronomy brings that forty-year period to
a close. The entire encampment of the tribes of Israel was
yonder on the far side of the Jordan in the plains of Moab. It was
the purpose of Moses in his final words of exhortation to the
nation to secure the future for them, to give them a proper
foundation if called to account, to cause them to stand four-
square on the testimony of Scripture and so he said in verse 2,
‘Thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led

thee these forty years in the wilderness.’

ALL THE WAY WHICH THE LORD LED THEE
Today we are looking back, as best we can, over one
hundred years and we can see the hand of God in giving us
stalwarts, men of conviction, men who knew what they believed,
and knew too how to expound the Word of God. Here, in the
case of Israel, it was ‘forty years in the wilderness, to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether

thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no.’



There are still testing times for the Christian, and | am
sure that there is not one child of God in this building today but
has had to pass through the valley of affliction. The Lord will test
us even when we walk in His way.

Verse 3 continues, ‘And He humbled thee, and suffered
thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest
not, neither did thy fathers know; that He might make thee know
that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.’

So the manna, which was God’s provision for Israel in the
wilderness, is likened to the Word of God, the Scriptures
themselves. You can think of all that the manna meant, that
precious, pleasant life-giving supply sent down supernaturally by

God through the period of forty years in the wilderness.

The manna was not a natural product
There have been writers commenting on Scripture who
have sought to explain away the supernatural element in the
Bible. You cannot take God out of the Bible; and when you look
at the history of Israel, even taking the forty years, you can see
the mighty hand of God employed in conducting them along the
way and preserving them, not only from the enemy, but also from

hunger and suffering and death; and here we have information



about the manna.

Critics have always endeavoured to provide a natural
explanation for the miracles in order to take away from the
authority of Scripture. The manna likewise has been explained
by some as a product growing on certain trees in the wilderness.
| should like to take those people to the wilderness and ask them
to find a tree or two producing even something remotely like the
manna. There is no such thing. Others have put forward the
point that along the sea-shore there is a lot of vegetation and a
rare product produced this amazing food provided for the people

of Israel. That is all nonsense.

THE STRANGE FEATURE OF THE MANNA

If you look at Deuteronomy 8:3 you see two things, among
others, that | want to bring to your notice in this regard. In
referring to the manna, the Holy Spirit of God goes on to say
‘which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know.” That is
plain enough.

The people of Israel did not know of anything that could be
likened to the manna, nor did the fathers in Israel going back to
earlier times — to the patriarchs themselves, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, who encamped in the same wilderness. No, the manna

was not a natural product. None of these men had any



experience of it. They knew nothing of it. The manna was
unique, and it was supernaturally given.

When we draw a comparison between the manna of God’s
provision for the physical needs of Israel in the wilderness and
the Word of God which is to be likened to the heavenly manna
we can say also of this Word, it is not a natural product. You may
know the verse which says, ‘The prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost’ (2 Peter 1:21).

So this is an extraordinary book. This is a book that has
come from God, and therefore, like the forefathers in the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, we need to give more time to
the searching of the Scriptures.

| would like to invite you to spend time that you can
allocate definitely to study of the Word of God. Time is moving
on for us all. We spoke of the days through the one hundred
years of this centenary but even in your lifetime you are brought
to see that you have only a little while here to labour for God and
to give your time to Him. ‘The time is short’ the Bible says.
Again, the Scripture says, ‘Redeem the time,” and it is important
that you give your time to the Lord.

Every Christian should take time with the Scriptures. |



wish | could talk to you personally about it. It may be that you
are a Christian but are you giving enough time to the Word of
God? Do you manage, in this busy world, to get alone with God?

After all, that is what the Saviour is teaching in Matthew
6:6. The word ‘closet’ is used as a secret place to get in and
close the door, and to get alone with God. Every Christian needs
to take time to be alone with God. Recognise that this Book is
not a natural product. It is not a book which men produced of
their own account. This Word is prompted by the Holy Ghost;
holy men of God ... were moved by the Holy Ghost.

This passage in 2nd Peter speaks of the prophetic
scriptures.  ‘We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise
in your hearts’ (2 Peter 1:19).

There are many Christians who stay away from the
prophetic word although it is called here ‘a more sure word of
prophecy,” and, God says we ‘do well to take heed’ to it. Some
teachers have told people, and advised young people too, to stay
away from prophecy; not to be getting into Revelation.

You do well to avoid these things, is what they believe.

They would say people should read the Gospels, study the Book



of Acts, even the Epistles, but keep away from prophecy. That is
not what the Word of God teaches. Indeed it is the opposite to
what the Lord says here, ‘whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed.” So the Lord encourages you to include in your study of
Scripture the more sure word of prophecy.

The forefathers in SGAT were men of strong conviction
and they would have contended for a single word of Scripture if
they had to. They have shown their dedication to the Testimony
by maintaining that kind of witness. They were not hesitant about
lifting the lamp of prophetic witness so that other Christians might

come to be made aware of the downgrade in these times.

SPECIAL QUALITIES OF THE INSPIRED WORD

You will see in Matthew 4:4 how the Lord Jesus Christ
went a little further when He said, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” The Lord pinpoints a single word. He is saying here,
‘every word.” Every word in the Bible as God gave it, has come
from God.

Mr Fromow and others like him would have spent a great
deal of time with the Bible knowing that every word of Scripture is
important. That is our position too. We say the Bible is inspired

of God. That belief in the inspiration of the Word of God leads us



to examine the Scripture in as much detail as we can and
endeavour to see the relationship of every word to the verse
where it is found.

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’ Notice also this
characteristic of the Word of God. It is the Word of God’s mouth.
The founding fathers of the SGAT had a high view of inspiration
and so would we. The Bible is the inspired volume. It is not a
natural product. It has come from God and the men who were
employed to write the text of Scripture were men who were
moved by the Holy Ghost.

All that gives distinctiveness to the Book of God, but our
Lord Jesus Christ increases the degree of reverence that we
have of the Scriptures by saying this word has come from the
mouth of God. That is how far we go in saying this word has
come from God and is inspired of God. It is specifically the word
of God’s mouth.

If you think of your own family and what your grandmother
or grandfather used to say, you may recall those statements and
put a special value on them because you heard out of their own
mouth what they said about the Saviour and about the Lord. But

then this raises us to higher ground indeed, how the Word of God



comes to us as from God’s mouth. | think it would be very helpful
for us if we could turn to a few references to ‘the mouth of God.’ |
have done this and it is a very fascinating and rewarding study.

You might be able to recall some verses where those very
words or their equivalent occur, ‘the mouth of God.” The higher
critics came to put a question mark over the Bible and over the
Book of Deuteronomy in particular, but our Lord singled out this
Book so that we can see how important it is. The testimony is
this book has come from the mouth of God. WORD BY WORD
IT IS EVALUED, ‘every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
the LORD’ (Deuteronomy 8:3).

CLASSIC REFERENCES TO REMEMBER

Job is reckoned to be perhaps the oldest book in the
Bible. You may go as far back as the days of Moses to think
about the origin and time of this book. Job was speaking in Job
23:11-12, ‘My foot hath held His steps, His way have | kept, and
not declined. Neither have | gone back from the commandment
of His lips.” Now the word ‘lips’ is the equivalent of ‘God’s mouth’
and Job showed his esteem for the Word of God. He took it as a
commandment of God.

| want to elevate the Bible in your thinking. | want you to

know that when next you are reading this Book, you can think



this is the Word that has come from God’s lips. Then we go a
little further in the verse, ‘| have esteemed the words of His
mouth more than my necessary food.” What the manna was to
the body in those travels in the wilderness, so the heavenly
manna is for the believer. He is nourished by the Word of God —
it is the word of God’s mouth. Does that make you think more
particularly of the importance of Scripture?

Let us take another reference and turn to Hosea 6:5. This
stunning verse is about the ministry of the prophets of the Old
Testament, who were called of God and had a distinctive office.
God commissioned them. He gave them words from heaven.
‘Therefore have | hewed them (speaking of disobedient Israel) by
the prophets; | have slain them by the words of My mouth: and
Thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth.” The words of
God’s mouth. What light we receive from those words, the words
of His mouth.

The last few days | have made a particular study in the
Book of Isaiah searching for references to the mouth of God.
You might like to begin on such a venture. | want you to turn to
Isaiah 55:11 because | think a lot of people know this verse well.
If you do not know the verse, | suggest from today onwards you

make it a special verse in your own thoughts. Make it a memory



verse. ‘So shall My Word be.’

This is a kind of guarantee which God puts upon His
precious Word, never to let that Word fall to the ground, but
always to use that Word. God has put Himself under obligation
to use His Word as it is preached or communicated in some way.
He says, ‘So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth.’

We are to look at the prophets, God’s instruments
principally in giving us the Scriptures, but way beyond that there
is a word that has come to you and to me from the mouth of God.
And in the first great contest that took place in the wilderness,
when the tempter came to the Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ, He
chose to refer to the Old Testament.

He quoted Deuteronomy, and here is a word that has
come from the mouth of God. There is nothing that will give your
Bible greater authority than that. This is the word from God’s
own mouth.

Then there are other verses and | am thinking now about
the great judgment day, Isaiah 45:23. These words are quoted in
Romans 14:11, ‘For it is written, As | live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.’
The scripture in Romans 14 is taken from lIsaiah 45:23. It is

worded like this: ‘| have sworn by Myself.” (The equivalent to that



is, ‘As | live, saith the Lord’). The oath of God has established
the certainty of this Word - that it has come from the mouth of
God Himself.

The oath of God is put upon this text of Scripture: ‘I have
sworn by Myself, the Word is gone out of My mouth in
righteousness, and shall not return, That unto Me every knee
shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” That, in simple terms,
means there is a judgment day.

In Romans, this statement is added to the quotation, ‘So
then everyone of us shall give account of himself to
God’ (Romans 14:12). Similarly 2 Corinthians 5:10 reads, ‘For
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.’

The ungodly too will stand before God. They will know the
‘terror of the Lord’ in that day when they stand at the great white
throne to give account of what they have done. The words in
Revelation 20 are unforgettable. They tell of a lost eternity.
‘Death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” ‘Death and hell’ in
both verses 13 and 14, shows the body and the soul of the lost
man will be reunited in that judgment - reunited in view of his
inescapable doom.

Bodies will be reconstituted from the dust, ‘death’ being

the domain out of which the body of the departed comes; ‘hell’



being the domain from whence the spirits of the lost will come.
Revelation 20:12-15, ‘And | saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out
of those things which were written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death
and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works. And death and
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.’

But take note of the comment of the Holy Spirit of God
upon this verse in the Book of Isaiah. The word will not return. It
will not fall to the ground. The oath of God assures us, the word
has proceeded from His mouth. God has sworn to establish the
certainty of the great judgment day for believers, when rewards
are given.

It may be a bad day for the backslider if he has wasted his
years in folly, and has not walked with God but has run after the
ways of the world — that will be a bad day to stand before the
Judgment Seat of Christ. We owe so much to Him. We now know

this word we have is the Word from His mouth. That is one of the



Scriptures in Isaiah which relates to the Word of His mouth. | find

it fascinating to look into these things in the Scriptures.

MORE ABOUT ISAIAH AND SCRIPTURE

You will find elsewhere in the Book of Isaiah reference to the
prophetic utterances God has made. From the beginning they
went forth, ‘out of My mouth.” He says, ‘| showed them, | did
them certainly. They came to pass.” In Isaiah 48:3 the words
stand: ‘I have declared the former things from the beginning: and
they went forth out of My mouth, and | shewed them; | did them
suddenly, and they came to pass.’

As we come to a close, we want to think of the occasion
itself in the temptation narrative. Our Lord answered the devil
with Scripture. We have to see that our solid ground of defence
is what the Bible says, what God says in His Word. The Lord
could have used some other option. After all, He is the Son of
God and God the Son.

When He faced the tempter He could have answered
spontaneously right there on the spot, but He chose to give a
quotation from the Scriptures. Why? Because, as | put the point,
He was taking your place there and mine in the battle with the
enemy and therefore He did not use devices that are open to

Him which we ourselves could not access.



The Lord could have fired back an answer at the devil of
his own accord without quoting Scripture, but He refers to the
Word of God as the instrument of victory available to you. It is
the weapon you can employ, therefore He will not leave aside the
Sword of the Spirit throughout these chronicles of the temptation.

Then | thought the Lord could have silenced the devil with
one stroke of omnipotent power that day but He did not; He
quoted the Scriptures. He gave the example to the believer. He
could have let loose the thunderbolts of heaven on the devil and
dismissed him in a moment but He chose not to do so. He used
the instrument of victory available to you. He took the Word of
God itself.

Do you not think today, as you look into your own life if you
are a Christian, have you got away from the Lord? Are you as
close to the Lord as you desire? Are you spending as much time
with God’s Word as you should? Lots of Christians have said,
we need to give more time to the Word of God. They have time
for ever so many other things.

We have mentioned the forefathers today; if we go back
and talk about them, they gave the requisite time. They set aside
perhaps a night in the week or an hour in the week and they said,

that is the Lord’s time. That is Bible time. Have you been



missing that? It is commanded by the Lord. He spoke about the
closet; going in there, and closing the door. The inference is,
shut the world out. The devil does everything to engage your
attention, to keep you busy, to keep you occupied so you do not
have time for the Lord and His Word.

It would be a sad thing altogether if we just finished the
meeting and there was not a moment for the Christian to think of
doing something more for the Saviour. Are you seeking to live for
Him? Have you ever told anyone in your whole life that you are a
Christian?

Have you ever borne witness to Christ? Have you spent
enough time in the Word of God? ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly.” That is Colossians 3:16. That is a command of the
Lord, but many a Christian would have to say, ‘| am afraid the
Word of God does not dwell in me richly. | do not know my Bible
as well as | should.” | pray God that one result of this service
today which we have had will accordingly be, we will give more

time to the Lord, more time to His precious Word.

Thoughts for additional consideration:
The mouth of the Lord in relation to Scripture occurs ten

times in Isaiah:



Isaiah 1:20: Isaiah 11:4 (the Rod of His mouth by which
the antichrist will be smitten, paralleled in 2 Thessalonians 2:7-8);
Isaiah 30:2; Isaiah 34:16; Isaiah 40:5; Isaiah 45:23; |saiah 48:3;
Isaiah 55:11; Isaiah 58:14; |saiah 62:2.

The three underlined ones have, ‘for the mouth of the
LORD hath spoken.” Our Authorised Version adds ‘it' each time
although, for what it is worth, the Hebrew does not carry ‘it.’

Solomon in 1 Kings 8:15, ‘He spake with His mouth.’

See how the expression is used for certain judgment,
because of outrageous sin in  Manasseh’s day, and during the
reign of Jehoiakim (2 Kings 24:2,3)

Verse 2, ‘sent them against Judah to destroy it, according
to the word of the LORD, which He spake by His servants the
prophets (against Jehoiakim).

Verse 3, ‘Surely at the commandment (Hebrew = the
mouth) of the LORD came this upon Judah, to remove them out of

His sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did.’

NOTE THE GREAT PROPHECY OF A RENEWED EARTH
PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.
The a-millennial writer suggests that Isaiah 2:1-5 and

Isaiah 11:6-9 need not be given too much attention. But these



prophecies have a global application. Further, these prophecies
are backed up by repetition in Scripture. Job 33:14 is surely to
be kept in mind here. lIsaiah 65:25 is an extension for Isaiah 11
and Micah 4 for Isaiah 2.

But there is a telling difference in the way the paragraph in
Micah reaches its conclusion. Micah 4:4 adds, ‘The mouth of
LORD of hosts hath spoken it.” It shall assuredly ‘come to pass’
then. What an utterance that is, confirming the absolute certainty
of ALL God has said in these words from lIsaiah concerning a

renewed earth. Finally

IF ALL SCRIPTURE IS the WORD OF GOD’S MOUTH, THEN:

1. It cannot be wrong - at any time. It is right all the way
through. Compare Psalm 89 - He will not lie — nor alter the
thing that has gone OUT OF HIS LIPS.

2. It cannot perish. Matthew 24:35. It will never pass away. It
abideth forever.

3. WE OUGHT TO HEAR IT AND HEED IT.
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