How
B. W.
Newton

Learned

Prophetic
Truth

BSGATR:

Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony

Olivet House, Lisburn, Northern Ireland
2025 ©



In the affairs of life, we value the opinions of those who
have personal experience in the things of which they speak. If in
science or in art there be two rival systems, between whose
claims we find it difficult to decide, we prize the testimony of one
who has had experimental acquaintance with both. If he has
seen reason to renounce the one and cleave to the other we
listen to his reasons, and if they commend themselves to our
judgment, we find in them an efficient help to our decision.

Nor is it otherwise in Divine Truth. They who, from a wrong
path, have been brought into another in which they have
exchanged doubt for certainty, may be allowed to speak with
earnestness to others respecting contrasts which they have
experimentally proved. Nor is it wise to be indifferent to such
testimony. It is not, indeed, to be bowed to implicitly and without
examination. "Prove all things, hold fast that which is good."

But a witness who can explain his reason for preferring
the path that he is treading to another that he has abandoned, is
not to be despised.

Accordingly, in this paper, | propose myself as a witness to
you respecting the two systems of prophetic interpretation. | have
tried them both. In the one | found perplexity; in the other | have

found light.



It is now many years since | was first induced by the
importunity of a friend to consider the prophetic parts of the Word
of God. Like many others, | felt very indisposed to inquire.
Valuing highly the Gospel of the Grace of God, | felt reluctant to
give anything else a place in my thoughts. Everything that, in my
judgment, tended to enlarge or deepen my knowledge of Grace, |
prized; but as | did not see that acquaintance with prophetic
Scripture could have any such tendency, | shunned, and in fact,
despised it. Unspiritual minds, | thought, might be interested in
the prophetic history of the earth, and of the outward Israel; but
true spirituality consisted, in my judgment, in making all Scripture
converge upon the hidden and Heavenly Israel; and | suspected
any system that tended to draw my thoughts into a wider
channel.

Romans Chapter 11 Considered

Circumstances however, occurred, that led me to consider
with care the eleventh chapter of Romans. | could not close my
eyes to the fact that the future history of the literal Israel was
there spoken of; and that it was put in marked contrast with the
history of those who are at present being gathered out from
among the Gentiles, during the time of Israel's unbelief. | saw

that the words "There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and



shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob" could not be explained
of any past act of Grace that has hitherto been shown, either
towards Jews or Gentiles. | saw that it could be explained only of
the future forgiveness of Israel, as a nation. | saw also that Israel
when nationally converted, are not to be merged in the present
Gentile Church, for then they would have been represented in
this chapter as graffed in upon the Gentile branch, which
constitutes in Romans 11, the symbol of the present professing
Church. On the contrary, it is said in this chapter that, as a
distinct branch, they shall be graffed back into their own olive
tree. These, and a few other connected truths, | began to discern,
though dimly and imperfectly.
Universal Blessing - When?

Just at the same time the question was definitely
proposed to me - "Whether from Scripture we had any reason to
say that the Gospel, as at present preached, would be the means
of converting all nations, and bringing in the period of universal
blessing?" When first this question was presented to me, | well
remember that | felt (so great was my ignorance) sceptical as to
the Scripture affording sufficient light to enable me to answer it
with certainty. But | was soon convinced of my folly. The moment

| referred to Scripture, | found that the Apostles, with one voice,



declared that the corruptions which had already commenced in
the Churches would continue to advance until in the latter days
iniquity should abound. "After my departing" said St. Paul, "shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock" (Acts
20-29). "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come" (2 Timothy 3:1). "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse." (2 Timothy 3:13). "There shall come in the last days
scoffers walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the
promise of His Coming?" (2 Peter 3:3). | found also that in a
passage - 2 Thessalonians 2 - where the Apostle was avowedly
declaring the prospects of God's people till the return of the Lord,
he speaks, not of the gradual advance of light, but of a mystery
of iniquity: a lawlessness already working; and that it should not
be checked but continue to progress, until it should be headed up
in an individual called the Lawless One and the Man of Sin; the
triumph of whose evil should yield to no human hand, nor to the
testimonies of Truth on the lips of God's servants, but only to the
manifestation of the Lord in Glory - "Whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy with the
brightness of His coming." (2 Thessalonians 2:8).

| saw therefore very plainly that a dispensation in which

corruption increases in the Church, and evil becomes



consolidated in the World, could not be that in which the
knowledge of the Lord is to cover the earth as the waters cover
the seas.

When will Satan be Bound?

The parable of the wheat and tare field, too, convinced
me: for how could a period in which Satan is allowed to sow tares
(which moreover are allowed to flourish) be the same with one in
which we are told that he will be bound, and shut up in the
bottomless pit, and therefore be unable to act, or to deceive any
longer?

| saw clearly that the Millennial Dispensation was in many
important points contrasted with the present, and that the event
that would terminate the one and introduce the other was the
personal advent of the Lord.

The light that | had thus received, though partial, was
sufficient to make me earnest for more. | especially desired
instruction in Daniel and the Revelation, and anxiously turned to
those authors whose expositions of these two books were most
held in repute. Mede and Faber were the first whom | read. Both
these writers are what is termed preterists. They teach that the
greater part of Daniel and the Revelation is fulfilled. They think

that the ten prophetic kingdoms of the Roman Empire have long



since been developed - that the Pope is Antichrist - that days in
prophetic language mean not days but years that the twelve
hundred and sixty years of Antichrist's reign have long since
commenced, and the like.
Preterism Unsatisfactory

| read these preterist expositions with unsuspicious mind,
anxious to receive them. There was much in the preterist system
that deeply interested me; and as long as | regarded it by itself
apart from Scripture, | saw little difficulty. Its various parts
seemed well to harmonize; the historic facts were true; the light
in which they were set was important; the utter repudiation and
condemnation of popery pleased me. But as soon as | turned to
the Scripture and rigidly tested the system by what was written
there, | found many difficulties. At first | hoped that these
difficulties might arise not from the principles of the system being
wrong, but from some error in the application; and accordingly |
sought to enlarge my acquaintance with writers of the preterist
school. But this only increased my perplexity, for not only was |
unable to find one writer whose statements would bear the test of
Scripture, but | found that they widely differed on points on which
no difference ought to be possible if their system were true. Their

systems were in fact different systems, and, however interesting



in themselves, they seemed to melt like snow before the sun, as
soon as they were brought to the Word of God. This greatly
discouraged me.
The Study of Matthew Chapter 24

| had long earnestly desired light on chapter twenty-four of
Matthew. | read and re-read it. | felt that | ought to understand it,
but | could not. The unequalled season of tribulation there
spoken of - the like to which never had been or should be - was
commonly regarded as having been fulfilled at the destruction of
Jerusalem eighteen hundred years ago: but this | could not
believe, for how then could the Lord have said that
IMMEDIATELY after the tribulation of those days He would
return. | had long utterly repudiated the neologian system of
interpretation, which would nullify the solemn words of this
passage, and explain away into empty metaphor the darkening of
the sun and moon and stars, and the appearance of the sign of
the Son of Man, and His being seen coming in the clouds of
Heaven with power and great glory, and His sending forth His
angels with the great sound of a trumpet, to gather together His
elect from the four winds.

| was not prepared to trifle with Scripture by explaining

away its most solemn predictions, and therefore the word



immediately perplexed me, if the unequalled season of tribulation
had passed more than eighteen hundred years ago. Nor, if | had
heard it, would a more modern attempt to relieve the difficulty
have commended itself to my mind.

Some have recently said that the unequalled season of
tribulation is to be regarded as a prolonged period, commencing
with the destruction of Jerusalem, and continued still: but this,
had | heard it, | should utterly have rejected, for how could a
period prolonged through eighteen hundred years and more be
described by the Lord as one “shortened for the elects’ sake," or
how could we say that either Israel or the nations have been and
still are, in a furnace of such unequalled woe? Being then utterly
dissatisfied with the ordinary mode of explaining the passage,
and yet not being prepared to offer any other (for | had not yet
seen that the unequalled season of tribulation was still future), |
was left in my perplexity.

Indeed, it was so great, and my hope of being extricated
from it had so languished, that | resolved at last to discontinue an
enquiry that | found led to no satisfactory result. Accordingly, |
relinquished it, not indeed for one moment doubting the value of
the prophetic Scriptures - | felt as deeply as ever that it presented

a mine of truth most precious, if it could only be explained, but |



knew not how to explain it.
Zechariah Chapters 12 to 14 Unfulfilled

Not long, however, after this, two small books were, in the
merciful providence of God, put in my way, one of which
maintained that the twelfth and fourteenth chapters of Zechariah
were as yet unfulfilled - the other contended that the system of
explaining "days" for years was novel, erroneous, and utterly
opposed to Scripture. The latter of these did not at the moment
interest me so much as the other. | turned to the chapters on
Zechariah and read them carefully, and instantly saw that they
were altogether UNFULFILLED.

At first, perhaps, it may seem a matter of little moment
whether two chapters in Zechariah be or be not unfulfilled. But
we shall not think so when we consider the chapters, and see
what is involved in their futurity. First, from these chapters we
learn that the Jews as a nation will be converted and forgiven,
when they are in their own land and city. Therefore it follows that
they must return to their land and city when unconverted. This
was to me a new truth. | had thought much of Israel being
gathered back to their own land by the hand of the Lord; it was a
subject on which | had long delighted to dwell; but | had not seen

that they would first go back in wickedness and unbelief - that



being a truth for which the ‘preterist’ system has no place. And
yet what a momentous event the return of Israel to their own land
in unbelief must be. When scattered thence they were a
comparatively weak and insignificant people; but when they go
back they will go back strong in all that constitutes greatness -
strong in influence - rich to an extent that baffles calculation, in
silver and in gold. Wise also, and experienced in the world's
ways, so as to be one of the chief mainsprings, if not the
mainspring, of the earth's energies. But it will be remembered,
they go back unforgiven; they go back under the blood-guiltiness
of the blood of the Holy One; they go back as the people of God's
curse. They go back to meet His judgments more sore, more
terrible than have ever yet fallen upon them, or upon any other
people on the earth.

One of the means by which Israel will be stricken, will be
the being again given over into the hands of their fierce Gentile
enemies, who will again be permitted to take Israel, and to carry
half her people into captivity. The people will go into captivity, but
the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the
city." (Zechariah 14: 2).

After this, the victorious nations will again assault

Jerusalem with the avowed object, not of enslaving it, for it will be



already enslaved and trampled down: this will not be their object
- their object will be the thorough extinction of the name and
place of Israel. "Come and let us cut them off from being a
people, that the name of Israel may be no more held in
remembrance." Up to this point God will forbear, and will permit
Israel to suffer. But when it becomes a question of their
extinction, He will say "They are My people." The twelfth chapter
of Zechariah describes His interference. "Behold | will make
Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about,
when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against
Jerusalem." Has this ever happened yet? When has God made
Jerusalem a cup of trembling to the nations gathered against it?
On the contrary, He has allowed them to triumph.

We may, of course, apply neologian or infidel principles of
interpretation to these verses, and nullify them, as other parts of
Scripture have been nullified by the same means; or vainly say
that the Mount of Olives does not mean the Mount of Olives, and
that the coming of the Lord with all His saints does not mean the
coming of the Lord - that Jerusalem does not mean Jerusalem
and the like. When such arguments are used it is vain to reason:
we must yield the contest and weep, it may be, in secret; but to

contend is useless, for we cannot expect our words to prevail



where the words of God fail.

But if these passages be simply received as true, what
events can be more momentous? The manifestation of the Lord
in Glory - the national forgiveness of Israel - the destruction of
the great and glorious power of the Gentiles that will, till then
have flourished - the introduction of the new age of blessing - all
are connected with an event yet to happen in the history of
Jerusalem. A future event in Jerusalem's history becomes the
great turning point of the destinies of the earth. The great coming
crisis in the earth's history is seen to be connected, not with
Rome and the papacy, nor with Constantinople and Mohomet,
but with Jerusalem.

In Isaiah | found the Like Testimony

"Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt." (Isaiah
29:1). The more | examined Scripture, the more | was convinced
that it teemed with evidence not merely of Jerusalem being the
place where the last great confederacy of evil would meet its
doom, but that it was events, that give to the close of this
dispensation its character, revolve as their centre.

And yet the relation of Jerusalem and the land of Israel to
the events of the latter day (though so definitely marked by such

names as the Mount of Olives, the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and



Armageddon), is entirely ignored by preterist expositors. The
moment | clearly saw this, the power of every preterist system
over my mind was gone for ever. Thus too, the cloud which had
so long hung over the interpretation of the 24th of Matthew was
effectually dispelled. | saw clearly that the prophets distinctly
spoke of a time of tribulation, unequalled tribulation, yet to come
on Israel.

| saw that it would not only be unprofitable to explain the
words of our Lord in Matthew so as to contradict the words of the
prophets, for they would be contradicted if the unequalled season
of tribulation had passed, or were passing) but | saw also that the
fact of the unequalled season of tribulation being future, removed
the very difficulty that had so long perplexed me in the 24th of
Matthew. | saw that it would be a brief period, and a future
period, and that IMMEDIATELY after it the Lord would come.
From the moment | saw this, there is no chapter in the Scripture
which is more plain to me than the 24th of Matthew. And when |
turned to the book of Daniel to see whether the difficulties | had
there found would be removed by recognising the future return of
Israel in unbelief, | found that there too, every difficulty was
dispelled. In the last chapter of Daniel | found the very words

quoted by our Lord in Matthew: "And it shall be a time of trouble



such as never was."
Daniel and the Individual Antichrist

| read these words and marvelled at my blindness in not having
before connected them with the words in Matthew. In Daniel no
one, unless he is prepared to trample down the plainest words of
Scripture, can question their futurity, for Daniel speaks of the
unequalled season of tribulation as immediately preceded by
certain marvellous events that have not yet occurred, and as
having its termination marked by other momentous events that
have not yet occurred. The events that immediately precede the
unequalled season of tribulation are detailed in the conclusion of
the preceding chapter. That chapter speaks of the last great head
of gentile power, the person who shall last hold it previously to
the forgiveness of Israel. The king, it is said, shall do according to
his will. His wickedness is then described - his conquests - his
glorifying himself in the holy mountain, and his end - but when -
at any past time? No, at the time when Israel shall be forgiven.

Now inasmuch as we do not see anyone at present who
fulfils the description of the preceding verses, they must be future
for the king spoken of cannot have appeared and passed away
unnoticed, as in that case Israel would have been forgiven, and

the millennial reign would have commenced. If then there are



momentous events recorded in the eleventh chapter which must
be fulfilled before the unequalled season of tribulation
commences, it is equally evident that its close is to be marked by
events yet more momentous. The glorification of the wilful king in
the glorious holy mountain will be a momentous event, but his
destruction and the standing up of Michael, and the forgiveness
of Israel, and the resurrection of the saints who shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament, are yet more momentous events,
and these last are the events that are to mark the close of the
unequalled tribulation.

Here then, | found that Daniel, like the other prophets,
distinctly spoke of Zion, the glorious holy mountain, as yet to be
made a place where evil and godless power would enthrone
itself. Here therefore, was an event in the future history of
Jerusalem to which, whilst occupied with preterist views, | had
given no place whatever. | saw too, that the history of the king
who should do according to his will, etc., is evidently the history
of an individual, and that the fact of his being the last great agent
in the "Time of the Gentiles" identifies his history as here given
with every other passage in Scripture in which the /ast great head
of gentile power is described. | could not therefore resist the

conclusion that the little horn of the seventh chapter of Daniel,



and that of the eighth chapter, and the person described in the
last verse of the ninth chapter, were all of them the same
individual person. And when | examined the statement respecting
days not meaning days but years - a statement so absolutely
essential to the preterist theory, that without it it falls like a
baseless fabric to the ground, | found that instead of that
assertion having any support from Scripture, all the evidence of
Scripture was utterly against it; and that consequently the
preterist theory was utterly at variance with Scripture, alike as to
the person by whom, the place in which, and the time during
which the great closing events of the dispensation are to be
fulfilled. The person was to be an individual, the Antichrist; the
place Jerusalem and the land of Israel; and the time during which
the tribulation should persist, twelve hundred and sixty days.
Three Periods in Israel History

| observed also, that as the history of Israel during the
time of their punishment and subjection to the gentiles, is
distributed into three distinct divisions: the first extending from
Nebuchadnezzar to their dispersion by the Romans - the second
being the present period of their dispersion - the third, the yet
future period of their national re-establishment in unbelief - so,

the prophetic visions of Daniel are to be divided into three parts,



corresponding to these three periods. But | observed this
likewise, that when the first of these periods terminated, historic
detail terminated. As soon as the dispersion of Israel was
effected, and they ceased to have a recognised national
existence in their land, there is a pause in the historic detail of
Daniel - no person, no place, no date is mentioned during the
present period of dispersion. But when the third period of their
unbelieving history commences, when they again have returned
in unbelief to their own land, then the historic detail of Daniel
recommences, and is given even with greater emphasis than
before. So entirely is gentile history made in the Scripture to
revolve around Jerusalem as its centre. Whilst Jerusalem
nationally exists, the history of the nations that are brought into
connection with it is given; but when Jerusalem ceases to exist
nationally, the history of the gentiles in Scripture ceases too.

We are in the interval, the period of dispersion, now. It will

terminate when Jerusalem is nationally reconstituted.
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