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| am delighted to be here' and take my stand for prophetic
truth. | spoke at a Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony meeting in
my twenties, and now | am in my seventies. As a young man or
as an older man, it is a joy to be associated with this Testimony.
It helps us considerably if we rightly understand the Word of God
and thus know what is taking place in the world.

My subiject is ‘the church in the millennium.” This may not
be an easy subject. We can talk about various aspects of the
millennium, but what do we know about the church in the
millennium? However difficult the subject is, we must never be
deterred from searching the Scriptures to see what the Word of
God tells us about these things. Once we know what we believe
then we should always be ready to give a reason for the hope
that is within us. This is paramount in the Word of God.

The more | have studied this subject, the more | have
been impressed that it is a wonderful one. It has something to do
with all of us. Every person, born again of the Spirit, washed in
the precious Blood of Christ, has an involvement with the church
in the millennium.

| want to begin by speaking about the three main views
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London on 28th July, 2006. It was published in Watching & Waiting January/
March 2008. See Bound Volume 27, No 5.



concerning the millennium. | know that you have looked at this
matter already this year but | would like to remind you of these
things because it will give a foundation. Once we have the
foundation then we can build the superstructure.

| mention first of all, the theory of a-millennialism. A-
millennialists believe in no millennium. The ‘@’ comes from the
Latin, meaning ‘no.” Many reformed persons have held this view.
They say there is no literal thousand year reign of Christ, and the
number ‘a thousand’ is only given to indicate quality rather than
quantity. They believe that Satan was bound when Christ died
upon the cross at Calvary and therefore the evil today is man’s
nature resulting from Satan’s previous work amongst men.

Of course, such people (and we all know them) have to do
much ‘spiritualising’ of the Word of God, particularly with the Old
Testament, but also with the New Testament. We would say to such
that they ignore much of Scripture and in so doing, lose out
spiritually themselves. If we were to ask them about the church in
the millennium, they would reply that it can only be the church today.

Then, there is post-millennialism. This is the view that the
world is gradually conquered by the gospel until it ushers in the
thousand year reign of Christ. =~ Some have described it as

‘millennium by degrees,” and others as ‘the gradual coming of



summer.” First there are the bright and cheerful days, and then
gradually come the summer months. They think that is what is
happening in the world. They quote Luke 17:20, ‘the kingdom of
God cometh not with observation,” and also the Lord’s prayer
which says, ‘Thy kingdom come ... in earth, as it is in heaven.’

It seems very strange to me that great theologians, such
as Charles and Archibald Hodge and Dr W G T Shedd, R L
Dabney, Augustus Strong, Benjamin Warfield, and puritans, even
Jonathan Edwards, believed this post-millennialism.

Some early missionaries, including Hudson Taylor,
believed in post-millennialism and it was their motivation. They
wanted to convert the world to Christ and bring the kingdom of
God on earth. Surprisingly, reformed theologians and pastors
still believe in this form of millennialism.

But to believe that is to ignore the fact the world is not
getting better, but worse. And it is clearly a denial of the teaching
of the Word of God that at the end of the age, there will be, in
general, a spirit of anti-christianity, anti-gospel and anti-God.
That, of course, is coming to pass, and we have seen so much of
it. What would they say to this subject that we have before us?

Well, they would have to admit they do not know when the

millennium begins, because the world has to get better and



better. They say the millennium might have started or it may
begin a little later on; and it will be the church on earth in the
millennium. But this does not satisfy those who study the Word
of God and try to understand what the Scriptures teach.

The other main view is pre-millennialism. We come into this
category. We believe in a coming of our Lord Jesus Christ before
the millennium begins. We believe in a literal interpretation of
Scripture and therefore if the Bible says it, God means it. You do
not have to be a theologian or have a giant intellect to take the
Bible at its word. The weakest and the least educated among us
can read and understand by the Spirit’s illumination.

We believe that today is the day of grace when the gospel
is to be preached as a witness to all the nations. This is a time of
ingathering of God’s elect upon the face of the earth, and we
bless God for the evangelism whereby souls are brought under
the sound of the Word of God and are born again by the Spirit of
Christ. But we also believe that this world is getting, and will
continue to get, worse.

If you look at the magazines this Testimony circulated
many years ago, you will see that the speakers in those days
spoke about the world getting worse prior to the coming of the

Lord. Christ spoke of signs in the earth during the last days, of



wars and rumours of wars, of famines and earthquakes and
persecution. The Bible speaks of the revealing of the man of sin
and of the great persecution of the Jewish nation.

Remember this. If we think that the Jews are persecuted
today, then read the Bible and see what persecution they will
have in the last days. The Bible speaks of it as the time of
Jacob’s trouble.

We are told that Israel, as a nation, will be almost
destroyed during this time of conflict, but as Zechariah 13:8
makes very plain, a third of the nation will be spared. Those
making up that remnant will have poured upon them the Spirit of
grace and of supplications (Zechariah 12:10).

They will utter the words of Isaiah 53, ‘All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and
the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Zechariah 13
begins, ‘In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house
of David.” And Paul tells us in Romans 11, ‘All Israel shall be
saved.” Truly it is wonderful that there is a fountain for sin and
uncleanness.

Make no mistake about it, the Word of God teaches that
Christ will come to deliver His ancient people in response to their

prayer to Him to destroy antichrist and to punish the nations. At



His coming, ‘the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air’ (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). It
is not a two-stage coming. The Word of God is clear about that.

| have sought to lay the foundation. It is when Christ
comes that this earthly millennial reign will begin. We can call it
‘the golden age,” completing something like seven thousand
years of [mankind upon] this old earth. Israel will become the
medium for much blessing to the Gentile nations.

Micah 5:7 is a lovely verse, ‘The remnant of Jacob shall
be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the
showers upon the grass.’ Isaiah 27:6 reads, ‘Israel shall blossom
and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.’

This is missionary work and there will be the most
favourable conditions for such work. We seek to work for God
now, but we are up against it in every sense and way, but
favourable conditions will exist then. Satan will be bound for the
thousand years (Revelation 20:2-3). Creation’s groan will have
ceased (Romans 8:21-22).

There will be the removal of the curse so that the desert
shall blossom as the rose (Isaiah 35:1), and the wild ferocious

nature of the beasts will be changed (Isaiah 11:6-9); there will be



longevity of life, for Isaiah 65:20 speaks of the child living to one
hundred; the gospel will be preached; and governments will be
subservient to the cause of the gospel.

It will be a time of universal peace and prosperity; a time
of righteousness and justice. It is little wonder we sing with all our
hearts, 'Jesus shall reign where’er the sun doth his successive
journeys run; His kingdom stretch from shore to shore till moons
shall wax and wane no more.’

The millennium will be the greatest revival of all time,
when souls will be saved and swept into the kingdom.

In Matthew 19:28 the true interpretation of ‘the
regeneration’ is the millennium; and in Acts 3:19, the reference to
‘the times of refreshing ... from the presence of the Lord’ is a
description of the millennium; and in Acts 3:21, ‘the time of
restitution’ is the millennium.

If you understand these verses in this way, you will see so
much more in these passages. But now I return to my subject. |
have been trying to build up to this by showing what a
remarkable occasion the millennium is to be. Yes, it is going to
be a wonderful time, but what about the church?

We have seen that, at the second coming, the dead in

Christ will rise and that those who are alive will be caught up to



meet the Lord in the air. What will happen to them? Then will be
fulfilled the Scripture that is found in Revelation 21:9 - 22:5.

William Wheatley was one of the speakers for the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony many years ago. He said
that in this chapter we have ‘God’s Final City.” B W Newton said,
‘Here we have the Millennial Heaven.’

| give it another title, ‘the Beginning of our Eternal Home.’
If you go on holiday, you want to know about the place to which
you are going. Where will you stay? What will you do? What will
it be like? So, we might well ask, What about ‘the beginning of
our eternal home’? Let us look at some of these Scriptures in

this passage.

The Manifestation

The first thing | want you to notice is the Manifestation.
‘And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me,
saying, Come hither, | will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God’ (21:9-10).

There is a similar verse, ‘And | John saw the holy city, new

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a



bride adorned for her husband’ (21:2). There it speaks of the
eternal heavens, whereas verses 9-10 speak of the millennial
heavens.

The first thing | want to say about these verses is that we
have here the most wonderful vision imaginable, and | would go
so far as to say it was probably one of the greatest of visions.
Read it carefully and study each verse. Here we have something
new, the new Jerusalem. It has never been seen before. It has
a new composition, a new size, a new location, and a new

purpose. And it has something to do with every one of us.

The description.  You will notice that we have the
description in verse 10; it is called a city, ‘shewed me that great
city, the holy Jerusalem.” Human history began in a garden, and
will end in a city. The first city was probably built by Cain. But
this one descends from heaven. Abraham ‘looked for a city
which bath foundations, whose builder and maker is
God’ (Hebrew 11:10).

This is the city for which Abraham looked. ‘Here have we
no continuing city, but we seek one to come’ (Hebrews 13:14).
This is the city for which we look. It must be a literal city, just as
all the cities. Babylon is mentioned in this Book of the

Revelation. That is a literal city and surely this must be a literal



city as well. Yet it is a heavenly city, a holy city, a high city. John
had to ascend the mountain to behold it. God is the maker and
the builder as His saints are the workmanship that He is making
for this wonderful city.

We could say that here we have a city in construction.
Remember the Lord said, ‘In My Father’s house are many
mansions ... If | go ... | will come again.” Let us understand there
is a city, and, thinking about the church in the millennium, that is

where the church will be.

The distinction. We have seen the description, and now
let us look at the distinction. Cities on earth are built up. This
one comes down. We know that cities are places of vile sin. You
only have to look at the city in which we are. But the city about
which we are talking is holy and pure. It is interesting to contrast
this passage in the Revelation with the Book of Genesis.

In Genesis 1, the heaven and the earth were created; in
Revelation 21 there is a new heaven and a new earth. In
Genesis, night was established; in Revelation there is no night.
In Genesis 3 there was the curse; in Revelation there is no curse.
In Genesis 3 man was removed from the garden; in Revelation
he is restored to this wonderful place of blessing. In Genesis 1

the sun was created; in Revelation there is no need for the sun



because God is the Light thereof. In Genesis we read of the sea;
in Revelation there is no more sea. In Genesis we read of death;
in Revelation there is no more death. In Genesis 3 we read of
sorrow and pain; in Revelation there are no tears.

What a remarkable place we are thinking about! | would
make it clear, there is an earthly kingdom at Jerusalem and the
Lord Jesus Christ is going to reign there; the Jews will go as
missionaries to the ends of the earth and the blessing of God will
go as well. All governments will be subservient to the government
of Christ. But there is to be a heavenly city suspended above the
earth. Once the Lamb of God was suspended upon the cross
between heaven and earth, and we are thinking of this city being
suspended between heaven and earth.

How remarkable that is! | wonder if this is what Isaiah was
saying, ‘The LORD will create upon every dwelling place of
mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by
day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the
glory shall be a defence’ (4:5). When | was at college we were
given all sorts of interpretations to this verse simply because
nobody knew what it was all about. | am only saying that it

seems to be applicable to our subject.

The design. What is the purpose of this city? It is the



home of the church during the millennium. My suggestion is that
this is ‘the beginning of our heaven.” We read ‘and they shall see
His face’ (Revelation 22:4). What a wonderful verse! Yes, He
will reign in Jerusalem, but we will see the beauty of His face.

Notice that the city is called ‘the Lamb’s Wife.” That is
unusual. Not only do we have the home of the bride here but the
very home is the bride. Look again at those verses and you will
see what | mean, ‘Come hither, | will show thee the bride, the
Lamb’s wife; and he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory
of God’ (21:9-11).

That really is remarkable because we have the home of
the bride, but it is the bride robed, ready and resplendent. | have
sometimes returned home from being abroad, and in descending
over London | have seen the wonderful lights. You have
probably done the same over various cities. It is a wonderful
sight. You imagine what a sight it will be to look up and see the

one great light in this new Jerusalem.

The Majesty
In verse 11 we read, ‘Having the glory of God: and her

light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper



stone, clear as crystal” These are majestic words and in a
certain sense they are beyond human description. We have to
study them and try to understand.

| want to emphasise the word ‘glory’ — ‘Having the glory of
God.” We remember this is the home of the church [of the
firstborn] during the millennium. We are talking about the bride,
clothed with the glory of God. We sing the hymn, ‘O that will be
glory for me,” and surely that takes on a new meaning when we
consider that it is the glory of the King Who is reigning.

Isaiah 6:5 says, ‘Mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD
of hosts,” and that is what John speaks about. Isaiah actually
saw the glory that the Lord Jesus had with the Father before the
world was (John 17). It is the glory which the saints will share in
the millennium.

Thomas Houghton called it ‘a donated glory.” John 17:22
says, ‘the glory which Thou gavest Me, | have given them.” It
was a predestined glory. Christ prayed in John 17:24, ‘that they
may behold My glory.” It was an anticipated glory. Romans 5:2
tells us, ‘we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” It is an
incomparable glory. Romans 8:18 says, ‘I reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with

the glory that shall be revealed in us.’



It is a resurrection glory. The body of the believer is
sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is an eternal glory.
(The) eternal weight of glory’ (2 Corinthians 4:17). It is a
heavenly glory. There is nothing earthly about this. Remember
that wonderful word that whom He did predestinate, He called,
He justified, and what else? He glorified. This glory is greater
than the glory of the sun, and you cannot look upon the sun. Itis
greater than the glory of the moon, and of the stars. It is greater
than the glory of the rainbow.

Imagine the glory of God in the sky, the home of the
church in the millennium; and, if you are a true Christian, you will
be part of that. This is what it is to be a Christian. So we should
be glad if the Lord has saved us and given us a hope for this
future glory, the great prism of light shining from the heavens
down onto the earth.

The second thing | want to emphasise concerning this
majesty is this great wall that is mentioned in verse 12, ‘and had
a wall great and high, and had twelve gates.” Think of this great
wall for a moment. Walls are sometimes to keep in, but that is
not the case here. We could say it is to keep out, because verse
8 refers to ‘the unbelieving, and the abominable, the murderers,

and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars,’



and then in verse 27, ‘and there shall in no wise enter into it
anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination,
or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life.” That wall is the ultimate protection. It is great and it is high.
The breadth of that wall, if you work it out, would be about 216
feet, something like a five-lane motorway.

Verse 19 speaks of the jasper. The jasper is a bright,
clear stone. Probably here it is a diamond. If it is a diamond, it is
the hardest natural material. Now pick up the picture of this
which we are trying to paint. Then there are the gates.

In Nehemiah’s time the wall was for the testimony, and
what grieved Nehemiah was that the wall was broken down, the
testimony was broken up and the gates were burned with fire.
Why? Because the gates stood for praise and for glory.

In this millennial city, there were gates on the four sides,
three on each, twelve in all; which speak of an abundant
entrance for the saints; and each gate was a pearl.

At the gates are twelve angels. Why are they there? [ think
that they are there to welcome the saints into this new Jerusalem.
Somehow, it seems that this is the royal gem at which we are
looking. On the gates are the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.

On the glorious foundations are the names of the twelve apostles.



All those names have significance. The foundations usually are
underground but these are visible and beautifully garnished with
precious stones each with a special jewel.

How wonderful that is! And the glory of God shines
through these colours - the crystal with the blue and the green;
the onyx, white and red; the sardius, the blood stone; the yellow
topaz; and the amethyst, rich in purple. Our God is a God of
colour and beauty. We look at this world and we can see that.
Certainly it will be obvious in that world to come.

The next thing is the golden city. Read verse 18, ‘And the
building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold,
like unto clear glass.” Then in verse 21, ‘And the twelve gates
were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the
street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.’

We can hardly understand this, but we do know that
somehow this is a picture at which to marvel, and to long to be
there. James Payne, who was a brother beloved, said that this
gold is a symbol of the love of God. The bottom of Solomon’s
chariot was paved with gold for the daughters of Jerusalem
(Song of Songs 3:10). Truly we have to say, ‘Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the

things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.” And we



should realise this city is prepared for us.

When Solomon’s temple was opened and the light shone
in, nothing could be seen but gold. And if we were to look into
this wonderful new Jerusalem, we would see the divine gold of
that city, the streets paved with gold, and a whole city which
would be of gold; and it will be transparent so the saints can look
below upon the earth. Why is it transparent? It is because there
is nothing to hide. Oh, my friends, we cannot have transparent
things; we have things to hide, but in that day, there will be

nothing at all to hide.

The Measurements

My third point concerns the measurements, and | do this
quickly, but | do not think that we should overlook the size of this
particular city, because it is perfection itself. It is equal on all sides.
It is cube-shaped, just like the holy of holies in Solomon’s temple.

There is nothing out of order. There is nothing
imbalanced. When we think about London, maybe it is 35 miles
across - some say it is 50 miles across. But this millennial city is
1500 miles long, 1500 miles broad, and 1500 miles high.

James Payne said such a city has never been seen before
in this world. The size of this city would be the greater part of the

area of Europe combined and three quarters of the United States



of America. It is a mighty place and the streets are of gold. How
many streets will there be?

We have thought of the foundation and the beautiful
stones. Remember the question that was asked of the Lord, ‘Are
there few that be saved?’ Oh, my friends, think what was said to
Abraham about his seed being as the stars of the heaven, as the
sand of the seashore, as the dust of the earth, innumerable, a
multitude that no man could number.

All the Old Testament believers, all of the New Testament
believers, the overcomers, together make up the church in the
millennium. This is the place of the many mansions and the Lord
will be there, and we shall see His face. We should be rejoicing in
our hearts that the Lord has saved us and showed us that we are

marching to that beautiful city of God.

The Ministry
We have seen the manifestation, the majesty, and the
measurements of the city. Now | want to speak of the ministry of
it. | do not believe that we are going to that place and do
nothing. What does the Bible teach about the ministry of the
church in the millennium?
It is interesting that B ' W Newton, whose works are as

relevant today as they were when he was alive, warns against



fanciful ideas. Whatever he had in mind, | have heard people

say they will be visiting the earth to have a meal or cup of tea. |

do not believe that will happen.

| know that many good men, whom | hold in great esteem,
would believe that they are to visit the earth for particular
ministry, and maybe that is true. | want to give some thoughts
about what | believe the Word of God teaches concerning our
ministry at that time.

1. Christ will be united with His people and He will share His
glory and His sovereignty. We read in Colossians 3: 4, ‘When
Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory.” 2 Thessalonians 2: 14 says, ‘He called you
by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” So we are united with Him and we will share in His
glory and the sovereignty of His millennium.

2. Christ will reign with His people. 2 Timothy 2:12 says, ‘If we
suffer, we shall also reign with Him.” There are a myriad of
scriptures concerning this reign with Christ. Look at
Revelation 20:6, ‘Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection (that is the resurrection of the saints, caught
up to meet the Lord in the air): on such the second death hath

no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and



shall reign with Him a thousand years.” That is reigning on the
earth. It is reigning in the glory, and it is reigning, as | have
described, from this new Jerusalem.

3. The church will be a heavenly body of light. Look at
Revelation 21:11, ‘Having the glory of God: and her light was
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone,
clear as crystal.” So here we have the heavenly body of light,
and we are part of that. All light emanates from this. It is the
very centre of the universe.

4. The church will be a channel of grace and peace and even of
healing. Now, from where do | get that? Well, Revelation
22:2, ‘In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations.’

That is a verse which troubles many people, and some
cannot understand what it means, but one thing it does mean
is, it is in that time of which we are talking, and it is from this
city. So we have something to do with that.
| turn to Galatians 4:26. ‘But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all.” That remarkable verse speaks

of the channel of grace and peace and healing, the mother



bringing forth.

5. The New Jerusalem will rule. 1 Corinthians 6:3 says, ‘Know ye

6.

not that we shall judge angels?’ That is remarkable. And the
Word of God teaches it is according to our faithfulness.

In Luke 19 there is a parable speaking of one servant
being given ten pounds, another five pounds, and another one
pound, that they might bring forth gain. Those with ten and
five pounds multiplied their pounds, but the servant with one
hid it in the earth.

We are told concerning those who had used their pounds,
‘because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou
authority over ... cities.” | would not be dogmatic about what that
means, but it could refer to our judging or ruling over angels.
Some speculate that they will be over this or that city. | do not
know, but it teaches me that it is not to be a time of laziness.
There will be service there. Look at Revelation 22:3, ‘And
there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him.’

| remember hearing Bishop Thompson speak at these
meetings. He used to meet with our church and worship with
us from time to time. We loved him. He was a wonderful man

of God. He used to say that he would be serving the Lord in



the new Jerusalem. He liked preaching so wanted to have a
preaching ministry. | do not know how we are going to serve
the Lord, but what | can say is, there will be service for the
Lord. There will be no idleness in this new Jerusalem.

7. We are priests. Look again at Revelation 20:6 ‘Blessed and
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God.’
You know the office of priests.

We are made kings and priests of God and we shall reign
on the earth. That is what the Word of God says. One of the
things that priests do is pray. Will there be prayer? Yes, of
course there will be. What prayer meetings there will be in
that place. People will not say | have to get home to get my
supper, or that it has gone on too long. No, there will be a
good few amens and hallelujahs then and people will not have
stiff upper lips or be scared to say anything.

There will be shouts of ‘Hallelujah,” ‘Praise the Lord,” ‘Amen.’
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