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| want to read’ to you a portion of scripture from the Acts
of the Apostles (chapter 3:22), and note these words:
Him shall ye hear in all things
'For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me:

Him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever He shall say unto you.'

Our Scripture reading this evening was taken from
Matthew's Gospel, chapter 24 - the very words of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ: 'Him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
He shall say unto you.'

| have no message for this meeting tonight outside the
Word of God. 'To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.'

Our subject is 'The Publicity of the Second Advent; not to
take place until after the Great Tribulation.' | want to speak in the
course of this message concerning events that precede our

gathering together unto Him.

Our Lord Himself said, 'Search the Scriptures’

We are called upon to search the Scriptures, "They are

T An address given at an S.G.A.T. Conference at The Institute Hall,
Westminster Chapel on 21st April 1948. Published in Watching & Waiting, see
Bound Volume 10 Conference Report, page 172.



they which testify of me.' As our chairman said, we need to come
to the Word of God, and this Word in its integrity testifies of
Christ. The Scriptures testify of His virgin birth; His virtuous,
sinless life; His vicarious death, which was His atoning sacrifice
for sin; His victorious resurrection; His ascension into glory and
His enthronement in heaven; His high priestly ministry; and His
visible coming again - the second coming of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

The Lord has taught me, by His Holy Spirit, that there are
not two second comings, but one. 'And unto them that look for
Him shall He appear the second time without sin (or without a sin
offering) unto salvation' (Hebrews 9:28). It is the Christian's right
and privilege and duty to demand clear textual proof from the
Word of God on all matters of faith and doctrine, and | want at the
outset to look into the lesson that was read in your hearing.

In Matthew's Gospel (chapter 24:21,22) we read: 'For then
shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those
days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but
for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.' We read here
the very words of the Lord Jesus Christ - 'Him shall ye hear in all

things' - and He is speaking here not to Jews but to His disciples,



for in the third verse we read: 'And as He sat upon the mount of
Olives, the disciples came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy
coming, and of the end of age?'

He is speaking therefore to Christian disciples, and He
says. 'Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.’

There is a sense in which the great tribulation is extensive,
because it has extended from Abel down the ages, it bears that
sense in Revelation 7:14. but the last part of it will be the most
intensive, and here the Lord is speaking about that time. But he
says that those days shall be shortened - 'And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the

elect's sake those days shall be shortened.'

Who are the Elect?
| know that we are told by some prophetic teachers that
the elect here are the Jews, but this word 'elect’ is the same word
for ‘'elect’ throughout the New Testament, and refers to God's
redeemed and born again people.
Then we read, shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch

that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very ‘elect.’



No Secret Rapture

He warns His disciples against a certain teaching, of a
secret rapture, that Christ is coming quietly, and He says, 'lIf any
man shall say unto you, Lo here is Christ, or there; believe it not.'
He says there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and
there are false prophets today, even in the Church!

These false prophets, 'shall show great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect!" Behold, | have told you before. Wherefore if they
shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth:
behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west;
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."

Our Lord speaks here of the publicity of the Second
Advent, and He tells them of His coming in glory, not in secret.
He is coming in His own glory, and in the glory of the holy angels,
and in the glory of the Father. He is coming gloriously outwardly
and visibly. 'Every eye shall see Him, and they also which
pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of

Him' (Revelation 1:7).

Noah's Days and These Days
In Matthew 24:37-39, we read: 'But as the days of Noe



were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in
the days that were before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took
them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."

The evil world in that day did not know until the flood came
and took them all away; but Noah knew, and, as it was in the
days of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the Son of man.
Wickedness in that day was on the increase.

Look at the state of the world in the days of Noah, and
compare it with the state of the world in this day. Worldliness was
on the increase. There was great indifference. Noah preached
and nobody seemed to pay any attention to his preaching.

We read that he was a preacher of righteousness for 120
years. His own family alone believed His message; the world at
large took no notice. Is not that so today? That was the condition
of things in Noah's day. By his witness he did not see an
increased company gathered, but by his witness he condemned
the world.

| have received great encouragement from that word in my
ministry in these days, when it is difficult to get people under the

sound of the Word of God, especially the unsaved (and even



some that profess and call themselves Christians), and when it is
hard and difficult to get people saved.

We are called upon today to witness, that is our duty and
our commission, and by our witness today we who are faithful,
and have been sent forth and ordained by the pierced hand of
the Lord Jesus Christ to preach His gospel, condemn the world
just as in the days of Noah.

There is great indifference. Men today are '‘lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God (2 Timothy 3:4). The craze
today is for pleasure. 'Having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof! How many are content with a form of
godliness! There is open rebellion against God, and open
rebellion against His truth.

There is no fear of God before the majority of people; ' the
whole world,' this present evil system, 'lieth in the lap (in the
clutch) of the evil one." That was the condition in the days of
Noah, and that is the present condition of this world. The falling
away will deepen and intensify. The apostasy is here, but it will
increase, deepen and darken as the days pass. 'As the days of
Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.'

To come back to our text (Acts 3:22). 'A prophet shall the

Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me;



Him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.'
The fact has been already established that Matthew's Gospel is
for the Church.

| know there are some who say it is not for the Church, but
for the Jews. We grant that it is for Jews who are saved and born

again, but it is also for Gentiles who are saved and born again.

Ultra-dispensationalism is Modernism

| was talking to a man this weekend who has been misled
by the teaching known as 'Bullingerism," and | asked him
definitely which part of the Word of God was for the Church. He
named a few epistles, and said, "That is the only part today for
the Church.'

This is no new teaching: There was in the days of
Polycarp a man called Marcion, and he propounded the same
theory. He accepted part of Luke's Gospel, and a few of Paul's
epistles for the Church; that was all.

There is a story related with regard to Marcion. He knew
Polycarp, who had been a disciple of John, in his early days.
Some years had elapsed when Marcion met Polycarp again, and
said, 'Polycarp, dost thou remember me?' and Polycarp said, 'l
know thee, the firstborn of Satan, because he took away from the

Church the word of truth. 'All scripture is given by inspiration of



God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect,

throughly, furnished unto all good works (1 Timothy 3:16).

Matthew's Gospel was spoken to Christians

The fact is that all the great doctrines of faith are found
here in Matthew's Gospel. We have the virgin birth in this Gospel,
the atonement of Christ, church discipline and church order, the
Lord's Table; we have baptism, and we have the great
commission that Christ gave to His disciples to disciple the
nations, saying, 'Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of
the age' (Matthew 28:20).

Here is an important fact: to the very same disciples in the
very same week were the words of chapters 14, 15 and 16 of
John's Gospel given.

Some tell us today that John's Gospel is for the Church,
but not Matthew's! There we read, 'Let not your heart be troubled:
ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where | am,
there ye may be also' (John 14:1-3).

Even ultra-dispensationalists admit that passage for the



Church! Dr. Scofield says in his notes on Matthew 26:30, 'Here
read John 14:1-3. He makes the admission that to the same
disciples, at the very same time that He spoke Matthew 24 and
25, He also spoke to them John 14, 15 and 16, and adds 'Here
read John 14, 15 and 16," after Matthew 26:30.

Christ Himself endorsed the Old Testament, and we have
about thirteen times in Matthew's Gospel 'that it might be fulfilled’;
and we have these words again and again in Matthew's Gospel:
"It is written'; That He might fulfil that which was spoken by the
prophets.' What did the prophets speak about?

They spoke about the coming of Christ to redeem
His people, to purchase for Himself an inheritance, to seek and
save that which was lost. 'For the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost' (Luke 19:10).

Christ Himself endorsed the Old Testament: 'Of which
salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify, when He testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glories that should follow' (1 Peter 1:10,11).

There are prophecies that must yet be fulfilled before the

Lord comes. We will come to some of them. Every prophecy



concerning the first coming was fulfilled in detail. Thus | read in
Galatians 4:4,5: 'But when the fullness of the time was come,
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.'

Thirty times in John's Gospel we read that Christ was sent of
God to fulfil a specific work. Jesus said of Himself, 'My meat is to do

the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work' (John 4:34).

God has fixed the Second Advent Date

God is working to a programme. God is not working
haphazardly, God is not moved by the whims and fancies of men.
| am old-fashioned enough to believe in the eternal covenant
purpose of God, and the eternal covenant purpose of God covers
much! Where believers are established in that truth, they will
understand the scripture in a deeper and more real way.

The coming of the Lord, then, has been pre-dated in
eternity 'When the fullness of the time was come.' Christ came
the first time to redeem, and when the fullness of the time comes
in the eternal programme of God, Christ will come the second
time there is no doubt about that. That day is fixed in the eternal
covenant purpose of God. His coming undoubtedly is post-

tribulational, and pre-millennial.



Truth and error are so mixed in the minds of Christians
today that they are confused, but we are called upon to 'rightly
divide the word of truth,' and you remember that the Apostle Paul
said in this relationship, 'But (we) have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the
Word of God deceitfully: but by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of
God' (2 Corinthians 4:2).

There are so many who teach that Christ will come before
the tribulation that the majority of Christians accept it as the truth
without searching the scriptures.

In Ireland this is largely taught and accepted, and there
are very few who question it. | daresay, in the North of Ireland,
we have only a handful of believers who will accept this truth.
When you search the Word, as | did, the whole theory collapses.

It was not books that were the means of convincing or
leading me to throw over the popular theory concerning the
secret rapture and the pre-tribulational return of the Lord. It was
the searching of the scriptures that convinced me. 'Search the

scriptures' - they testify of Christ and His coming again.

The Call to, and Duty of, Evangelisation

We cannot fix dates with regard to the Lord's coming, but |



believe that we can know about the time of His coming. You will
remember that great passage, where we read: 'For the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
one another with these words' (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).

In the next chapter Paul says, 'For when they shall say,
Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with child: and they shall not escape.
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief." God's people will know, for they are not
in darkness.

In Daniel 12:9,10, we read these words: 'And he said, Go
thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the
time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked
shall understand; but the wise shall understand.'

In the last days many shall be purified, God's people will
be tested and made white and tried, and we read these striking

words, 'the wise shall understand.' 'A prophet shall the Lord your



God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto Me: Him shall
ye hear in all things.' What has He said?

In Matthew 24:14, we read these words: 'And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations: and then shall the end come' (the word here is
'the full end’). In the great commission that the Lord gave to His
disciples, to which | have already referred, He said to them: 'Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo,
| am with you alway, even unto the (full) end of the age, and if He
is to be with His people in their witness to the full end, that
carries the witness of the Church right to the end of the Great
Tribulation, and it carries the witness and testimony of the
Church through the reign of Antichrist.

In a study of the Book of the Revelation we find that, even
in the reign of Antichrist, there are those, whose names are
written in heaven, who stand against Antichrist and witness
during his reign, as we have just read in Matthew 24:14: 'This
gospel ... shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come."

In the Acts of the Apostles 1:8, we read, 'Ye shall be



witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth,’ and until that
witness goes forth to the uttermost parts of the earth, | submit to
you that the Lord will not come. There are certain predicted events

that must of necessity be fulfilled, and that is one of the events.

Predicted Events First

The Lord is coming at the end of the age. 'Now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed' (Romans 13:11). He is
coming after certain predicted events have been fulfilled, and we
shall know then that He is nearer still. He is coming at the close
of the reign of Antichrist, because we read, 'And then shall that
Wicked be revealed; whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming'
(1 Thessalonians 2:8).

The word emphatically declares here that He is coming to
destroy the Antichrist with the spirit of His mouth and with the
brightness of His coming.

He is coming after the deepening of the apostasy. The
clouds are gathering and the darkness is deepening. | read this
solemn Word, 'Let no man deceive you by any means: for that
day shall not come except there come a falling away first, and

that man of sin be revealed' (2 Thessalonians 2:3).



There must of necessity be the fulfiiment of that word. The
falling away has set in, but it will deepen and intensify, and the
days will not get any better, but the darkness will deepen, 'Evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived' (2 Timothy 3:13).

When the Lord comes He will not find a converted world.
'When the Lord cometh will He find the faith on the earth?' |
believe He will find a faithful remnant, a testimony, some true
souls standing for God in a day of apostasy. In a day of apostasy
we may not make great advance.

We are told 'having done all, to stand' (Ephesians 6:13). It
is a great thing to stand against the forces of Antichrist, to stand
against the great apostasy, and having done all, to stand. But
God is able to give grace and to give strength in time of need.
'My grace is sufficient for thee; for My strength is made perfect in

weakness ' (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Martyrdoms will be common again
| have been reading lately - and it has inspired me - the
lives of the Covenanters, how they suffered and were martyred
for the Faith; and | read of one young man, Hugh McKale. The
night before he was martyred his father and family and friends

gathered round him, and he read to them Psalm 16. What did he



read? 'The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, |
have a goodly heritage.' Think of that. And he was going to the
scaffold the next day! What did he read? 'l have set the Lord
always before me: because He is at my right hand, | shall not be
moved.' What did he read? 'In Thy presence is fullness of joy; at
Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.'

This young man said that if there was anything he was
unwilling to leave on earth it was the reading of the scriptures; but
that need not make us sad, for the Lamb in the Book of Scripture
is the Light of that City, and, where Christ is, there is Life.

Dear friends, the Word is good to live on - thank God we
can live on it! The promises of God are Yea and Amen in Jesus
Christ. The Word is good to die on - thank God saints can die on it!

In the faith of Jesus Christ we can have this confidence,
that whatever comes we have the assurance that God's grace is
sufficient and His strength perfect. ‘For greater is He that is in
you than he that is in the world,' and we can say Hallelujah! God
by His Spirit in His people is greater than he that is in the world,
and one with God is a majority. Just as Elijah stood with God on

Mount Carmel, one with God is a majority.

The 'Seventh’ or 'Last' Trump

The Lord is coming after the deepening of the apostasy,



He is coming after the Great Tribulation, for | read in the words of
Him whom ye shall hear in all things, 'Immediately after the
tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken; and then shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall they
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound
of a trumpet' (Matthew 24:29).

| submit that this trumpet is the trumpet of 1 Thessalonians
4:16, and is 'the last trump,' of 1 Corinthians 15:52, where we
read, 'In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trump,'
'For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible and we shall be changed.'

This last trump of 1 Corinthians 15:52, is the seventh
trumpet in the Book of the Revelation. When the seventh angel
begins to sound, we read that the mystery (secret) of God is
finished (see Revelation 20:7).

It has been referred to by Christ Himself in Matthew 24:31,
'He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one

end of heaven to the other.'



This, then, is the infallible testimony of the living God, and
we have the truth of God, which is a revelation of the Divine Will,

and springs from the eternal depths of Divine wisdom to stand on.

The First Advent was not 'any-moment'!

The First Coming of Christ to redeem His people was
promised in Eden; it was said that the Seed of the woman should
bruise the serpent's head, and as the years passed on God gave
a fuller and clearer revelation of that coming. The Holy Spirit,
through His prophets, spoke of the line that Christ was to come
from. He was to come from the line of Seth.

Then a further revelation says of the stock of Abraham,
then of the Tribe of Judah, then of the House of David, then the
very town where He was to be born - Bethlehem Ephratah.
'Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His
name Immanuel' (Isaiah 7:14).

There were those in that day who looked intelligently for
His coming. Israel was in bondage in Egypt for 400 years, and
every spiritually minded Israelite knew that Christ would not be
born when Israel was in bondage in Egypt because the tribe of
Judah must be in the land when Christ is born. 'The sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until

Shiloh come' (Genesis 49:10).



Israel was in captivity in Babylon for 70 years, and every
spiritually minded Israelite who was taught the things of God
knew Christ would not be born when Israel was in Babylon.
There was faith given down the ages, and there were always
certain spiritually minded men looking for Christ, until we come to
such as Simeon - it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost,
that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's
Christ' (Luke 2:26).

What was true of His first coming will be true of His
second coming. After the fulfilment of every prophecy concerning
His second coming, after the fulfilment of every predicted event,
Christ will come, and His people who are spiritually minded and
taught by the Holy Ghost will know that that day is eternally fixed
in the eternal purpose of God, 'For known unto God are all His
works from the beginning of the world' (Acts 15:18). They will
know that the time of the advent is at hand. 'And when these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh'.

The Lord Jesus Christ is at God's right hand until His
enemies be made His footstool. Who are His enemies? The great
enemy of God is the Devil; the great enemy of Christ is that man

of sin, the Antichrist. When He comes His enemies shall be



beneath His feet. When He comes | read that ' His enemies shall
lick the dust' (Psalm 72:9), and then Psalm 2 shall be fulfilled.
When He comes, 'the kingdoms of this world shall become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for
ever and ever' (Revelation 11:15). Thank God tonight.

Jesus is coming,

Sound the glad word!
Coming for those
who are saved by His Blood,
Coming to reign as glorified Lord;

Jesus is coming again.
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