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 Evidence  of the prevalence of Pre-millennialism among 1

the Westminster Divines is to be found in the writings of Robert 

Baillie, one of the Scottish Commissioners to the Assembly. 

Robert Baillie was Professor of Divinity and Principal of Glasgow 

University in his day. 

 In his writings, entitled 'The Letters and Journals of Robert 

Baillie' he writes on his observations of the Assembly's proceedings. 

 In one of these letters, dated 5th September 1645 and 

addressed to Mr William Spang, a fellow Scottish minister, 

Robert Baillie makes an extremely interesting statement about 

the views of the Westminster Divines with regard to the End 

Times. In modern English the quote reads: 

 “Send me the rest of Forbes: I like the book very well, and 

the man much the better for the book's cause. I marvel I can find 

nothing in its index against the Millenaries: I cannot think the 

author a Millenarie. I cannot dream why he should have omitted 

an error so famous in antiquity, and so troublesome among us; 

for the most of the chief divines here, not only 

Independents, but others such as Twisse, Marshall, Palmer, 

 This article was first published on The Sound of an Alarm Blog, 27th 1

December 2012 and then printed in Watching & Waiting, January/March 2014. 
See Bound Volume 28, No 9.  
It has been slightly enlarged in this digital publication with some additional 
information on the individuals and the Independents mentioned. 



and many more, are express Chiliasts. [emphasis mine] It’s 

needful, if his judgment be right, that he should amend that 

omission, by an express and large Appendix,” The Letters and 

Journals of Robert Baillie, vol 2:313. 

 The interesting points to come out of these comments in 

this letter are: 

 1. Robert Baillie describes a number of the 

Westminster Divines as 'express Chiliasts '. He is not 2

surmising that they have leaning towards this position or that he 

suspects them of holding views that resemble Chiliasm. He 

states that they are 'express Chiliasts'. He would not make such 

a statement if there were not good grounds for doing so. Robert 

Baillie is not a pre-millennialist himself. He is therefore not going 

to describes others as holding to this view if there is no warrant 

for doing so.  He was after al l present, as a Scott ish 

commissioner, at the Westminster Assembly, so he, more than 

any, ought to know! His comments cannot be easily dismissed, 

as being from a pre-millennialist who is seeking support for their 

own position.  

 These words written in a letter are a clear emphatic 

 The word ‘Chiliast' or ‘Chiliasm’ comes from the Latin word for ‘thousand’ and 2

refers to those who believe in the coming 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth. 



statement about the end time views of a number of the 

Westminster divines. 

  

 2. Robert Baillie states that 'most of the chief divines 

here…are express Chiliasts'. Not just some of the chief divines 

but 'most of the chief divines'. This is surely referring to those 

who took a leading part in that great gathering. Baillie is evidently 

writing during the time when the Assembly was sitting. This letter 

was written in 1645. This is a startling claim to make on his part.  

 3. Robert Baillie names Dr William Twisse as a Pre-

millennialist. Dr Twisse was the Prolocutor or Moderator of the 

Westminster Assembly, until his death shortly before the 

Assembly concluded its work.  

 Dr Twisse's Pre-millennialist views were widely known. He 

was a close friend and correspondent of Joseph Mede, writing a 

preface to Mede’s 1643 translation of ‘Clavis Apocalyptica’ into 

English, entitled, ‘The Key of the Revelation.’   

 Both believed in the future national conversion and 

restoration of Israel. Most biographical sketches of Dr Twisse's 

life mention these facts. 

 Robert Baillie wrote that Dr Twisse was ‘very good, 



beloved of all, and highly esteemed; but bookish.’ 

 4. Robert Baillie names two others, (Stephen) Marshall 

and (Herbert) Palmer, as Pre-millennialists. From the list of 

Westminster Divines their full names are Stephen Marshall and 

Herbert Palmer. These two men played a considerable part in the 

work of the Westminster Assembly.  

 Both Marshall and Palmer were members of the ‘Directory’ 

sub-committee and played a significant part in compiling the 

Westminster ‘Directory of Public Worship’ Stephen Marshall 

chaired its proceedings.   

 It is recorded that Herbert Palmer was anxious for a 

clause about pastoral visitation to be inserted into the ‘Directory’ 

but it never was.  The ‘Directory’ is a document much loved and 

quoted by many Presbyterians, who are not Pre-millennialists, 

and one which they lay great store by. 

 They equally played their part in the compilation of the 

Shorter Catechism. Robert Baillie reckoned Herbert Palmer 'the 

best catechist in England.' having originated the method of 

breaking up the main answer into preparatory questions, to be 

answered by 'yes' or ‘no.' 

 Robert Baillie described Stephen Marshall as 'the best 



preacher in England’ at the time. 

 These men are listed among the ‘express chiliasts’.  

 5. Robert Baillie, I think it is fair to say, regarded Pre-

millennialism as the common view among the Independents. 

The sentence from his letter quoted above reads: for the most of 

the chief divines here, not only Independents, but others such as 

Twisse, Marshall, Palmer, and many more, are express Chiliasts. 

He includes the Independents as a group and takes it as a 'given' 

that they will expressly hold to this view.  

 There were eleven, possibly twelve, Independents who 

attended the Assembly sittings. Five of them in particular were 

called ’the dissenting brethren' by their Presbyterian colleagues. 

They were, led by Dr. Thomas Goodwin and Rev. Philip Nye. 

Jeremiah Burroughs, William Bridge, and Sydrach Simpson 

made up this group of five.  

 Other Independents who attended were Joseph Caryl, 

William Carter, William Greenhill, John Bond and Anthony 

Burgess. It was said of them that although small in number they 

were ‘strong in ability, learning, and weight of character, and 

possessed the confidence of the rising Cromwell and the army, 

as well as the distant colonies in New England’.  



 There is the famous painting entitled ‘Argument for 

Independency’ which depicts some of these Independents as 

they argued against episcopalian and presbyterian forms of 

church government.  3

 6. Robert Baillie speaks of 'many more', apart from the 

chief divines, the Independents, Twisse, Marshall and 

Palmer among the Westminster Divines, who were expressly 

of this same persuasion. There were 151 members of the 

Westminster Assembly. Baillie has mentioned two groups and 

three individuals by name. He also speaks of these others, the 

'many more', who are 'express Chiliasts'.  

Unwarranted conclusion by non pre-millennialists 

 Pre-millennialist views can never, therefore, be described 

as not being represented among the Westminster Divines or that 

they were just an insignificant minority among this august 

assembly. Not upon reading with any honesty or integrity these 

words written by Robert Baillie. 

 Surely it is then foolish, in light of these facts, to argue that 

the Westminster Confession of Faith in any way takes a position 

 See front cover of this digital publication.3



against Pre-millennialism. If it did so how could these men ever 

have agreed to it? 

Dr William Cunningham 

 The story is recounted of a fellow minister who sought to 

engage his esteemed colleague Dr William Cunningham 

[1805-1861] in conversation about the Pre-millennial return of 

Christ to this earth .  4

 Seeking to obtain from Dr Cunningham a verdict on what 

he thought of these end time views he received an interesting 

reply. Dr Cunningham said that: 

 “He saw nothing to alarm or repel in views which were 

entertained by some of the soundest among the Westminster 

divines, [emphasis mine] but that, for himself, he had not as yet 

had leisure to look into the matter.” 

 Therefore those who believe in pre-millennialism are in 

good company and harmony with ‘most of the chief divines’ and 

‘some of the soundest’ of the Westminster Divines. 

 The account of this incident with Dr Cunningham can be found in the 4

biographical preface, page xxiii, of a re-printed volume of his sermons entitled: 
‘Sermons from 1820-1860,’ first published in 1871 and re-published by Still 
Waters Revival Books in 1991.
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