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We live at a time when many speak piously about
'principles of prophetic interpretation.'t Our first chairman, Pastor
John Hunt Lynn used to call interpretation 'blasphemy." He would
say that we are not expected to 'interpret' but 'believe' what God
has said in His Holy Word.

The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony has always
maintained that where the plain sense is good sense it is the
right sense; that God says what He means and means what He
says; that Scripture should be compared with Scripture. See 2
Peter 1:20 and 1 Corinthians 2:13.

We maintain that the Bible is a book of revelation and not
a book of mystification. And because prophecy is a part of God's
Word, God's people should be interested in it. In the second
issue of 'Watching and Waiting' (May 1919) there was an article
by Mr Charles T Cook listing principles applying to the Prophetic

Scriptures, some of which are these (in a slightly different order):

1. PROPHECIES OF FUTURE EVENTS WILL BE FULFILLED
ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE AS THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN
FULFILLED

Words spoken by God in Micah 5:2; Isaiah 7:14; 53:7-9;

1 Published in Watching & Waiting April/dJune 1996. See Bound Volume
24, No 18.



Psalm 16:8-11, and many others, have been literally fulfilled. So
will the many prophecies like Zechariah 12:10; 14:3-4; Matthew
24:29-31 be literally fulfilled.

Prophecies concerning Israel's scattering have been
fulfilled literally. So will be the promises of regathering - Jeremiah

30:3; 31:7-10; Isaiah 14:1-3; Amos 9:14-15; and so on.

2. THERE IS NO POETIC EXAGGERATION IN SCRIPTURE
The use of symbolic and figurative language does not
imply that the subjects thereof are unreal and fictional. When
people, places and times are mentioned the words mean what
they say.
Thus Jerusalem means Jerusalem; Babylon means
Babylon; 40 days means 40 days; 40 years means 40 years;

1260 days means 1260 days; and so on.

3. APPLICATION IS NOT EXPOSITION
Prophecies have application but that is not the exposition,

adumbration is not fulfilment.

4. PROPHECY IS NOT ALWAYS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
The order is moral rather than historical, and therefore,

involves repetition and retracing. Thus Genesis 2 goes over the



ground of Genesis 1 in order to add further details about the
creation of man. Similarly, Daniel 2 takes us to the millennium, and
subsequent chapters simply retrace and supply fuller particulars.

In the Book of the Revelation, the final glory and
blessedness is frequently mentioned before the events leading

up toit.

5. THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY OF SALVATION

The Church of God is one. It comprehends all the
redeemed from the beginning of Genesis through to the close of
the millennium. All God's elect, whether Jew or Gentile, are
saved by the grace of God and redeemed by the Blood of Christ
and have His imputed righteousness.

There is, therefore, only one gospel. God may teach this
gospel in different ways at different times, but there is only one
way of salvation - in Old Testament times, in the present age, and

in the millennium.

6. ALL PROPHECY IS A PREPARATION FOR CHRIST
This is so whether in respect of His first coming or His
second coming. See Acts 10:43. Whether the prophecy relates to
the Jews, or to Gentiles, or to Christendom, or whatever, it

concerns the relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.



7. PROPHECY IS NEVER GIVEN TO SATISFY CURIOSITY
It is always to indicate some needful moral and spiritual
lesson. See Daniel 9:2-3; Luke 21:28; 2 Peter 1:19; 1 John 3:1-3.
Perhaps it is because the study of prophetic Scripture gives a
purifying hope that Satan has caused many believers to turn

away from this part of God's revelation!
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